EA467 Lab Report Format Guide and Team Instructions

The following page serves as a guide as to how you should prepare your lab reports.  Please note all the formatting of the guide.  You will use this same formatting in your reports.  Your reports will contain 5 sections.  You must include references, and use the appendix for including bulky raw data and measurements.  Put crucial defining equations and results in the body of the report. Put detailed step by step solutions, which can be hand written, in the appendix.  All figures must be referred to and described in the text of the report.   The lab reports must be clear and to the point.  You don’t need to write a novel each time. 

You will work in teams of 2 or 3.  Each week you will rotate teams.  

Name of Lab Exercise

Student’s Name

Date/Section #

Introduction

Write one to three paragraphs describing the lab and the purpose of the lab.  Include a discussion of how the lab activity relates to a real spacecraft system.  Make sure this is in your own words.  Do not copy sections of the lab instructions or from Space Mission Analysis and Design.   Properly cite any references you use.

The write-up must follow the format of these instructions.  The font is either 10 or 12 point font.  The spacing is single space with a space between paragraphs.  The columns are justified.  The headings are bold and underlined, and left justified.

Results

Present the results of your lab exercise in this section.  Summarize data obtained in the form of a graph, or table, or format suitable to the data.  All graphs (figures) and tables are to be numbered and titled.  The table numbers and title are to be on the top of the table, centered.  All columns are labeled, with units included.  The figure numbers and title are to be under the figure, centered.  Include labels and units on the horizontal and vertical axes.  Discuss each figure and table you include in the text.  The results presented are a summary of the lab exercise.  Detailed bulky raw data and step by step solutions (hand written is acceptable) are to be included in an appendix.  

Include the crucial, defining equations.  The equations are to be numbered in sequential order, with an equation number flush with the right column.  If you used Matlab or Mathcad, discuss your algorithm and include your code in an Appendix.  All code must be commented.

Conclusion

Summarize the outcome of the lab exercise in one to two paragraphs.  What conclusions can you draw about the activity?  What problems did you have?   Do NOT refer to figures, tables or equations in the conclusion.
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Appendix A (can have more than one appendix if necessary)
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