IT460 Lab 10 - Mobile Development

Name _________________________________________________________

For this lab you may discuss and ask questions to your instructors and peers but must complete the redesign on your own.

Goals:  Understand the process required to redesign an application or web site for a small mobile device

· For this lab you will redesign either the initial page of www.amazon.com or your facebook.com page.  Take all of the content of one of these pages and display it in a logical manner that meets all of the requirements of the site (to include advertising, text and picture content.  You can change the order, grouping and words but must convey the same meaning.  You can simulate any dynamic menus with static links.  Links should be colored as they would be displayed but do not have to be functional (unless this is the way to get from screen to screen.
· The goal is to finish this lab in a single lab period and understand the magnitude of the changes you need to make.  Please plan your time and scope of project accordingly

· Open Visual Studios 2008, create a Smart Device Project.  Save it to the desktop and move it to your web drive before logging off.  Open a Device Application for Target Platform Mobile 5 pocket pc, and .Net Framework version 3.5

· This will open up a Pocket PC looking application.  Your toolbox contains all of the tools you will need to recreate this page (likely in many separate screens).  Spend more time in sizing, and placing then getting the exact picture or color scheme.
· If you were to drag a button on the screen, then double click on it, you will be taken to the code view adding this item as a listening event.  If you wanted to go to another screen, you would do the following

· Go to the Solution Explorer (From View if not showing).  Right Click on the project and a Windows Form.  You should name it something useful, but we’ll call it Form2.cs for this example.  Change Form2 as you need to.  Go back to Form1.cs, double click on a button (Note that if you click on the button text and the down arrow you can type in a lot into the button, then change the color and background to look like a web link) and under that code you would type the following
            Form testform = new Form2();

            testform.Show();

·       this.Hide();
· This says make something called testform in the form of a Form2.  Then show this new Form2 and hide the current screen.
· Once you get a page or two, ensure you hit the save then go to Build and build solution.  Your indications are very small in the bottom left corner of the Window.  When this builds with success, go to Build Deploy and then choose the Mobile 5 emulator (note you want to deploy to an emulator, but if you had a Pocket PC attached to your computer with the ActiveSync computer, you could deploy it exactly the same to the actual device).  Notice on the bottom left of the window, you will see a status of deploying…wait until it says deploy succeeded (about a minute).
· Note that in the pocket PC the start symbol is on the top and the menu (which you can design is on the bottom).  Go to the Start->Programs->File Explorer.  Click on My Documents go up a level to the Program Files and you will see your project name in a folder.  Open up that folder and click on the executable (which is actually a link to a number of “.cab” files created when you deployed the application.)
· Now try your application…Yeah, it works.(or it should anyways).  We are aware that if you were making a web site, you would have made it on a web server, using html and php, so this isn’t the fastest way to make an application, but hopefully it gives you some idea on how hard it is to redesign an existing full screen paradigm instead of starting at the design phase for that application.
· Some other notes.  If you were trying to change the value and color inside the text box (like you did in both the Visual Basic and the Java application PFT application) at the button press you could do something like:
            textBox1.BackColor = Color.Red;

            textBox1.ForeColor = Color.White;

·             textBox1.Text = "Hello";
· When you are done save the file in your web directory under the title Mobile Lab.  Demonstrate your project to your instructor for credit.  While demonstrating, you must be able to describe how this redesign is both user friendly and meets all of the original intent of the pages.
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