DISCUSSION ON LIVING IN MOUNT PLEASANT, SC

Talking to a current power school student, and here is his take on living in Mount Pleasant.  I agree with what he has to say, and its all true, but it is really only half the story. 

"Nuke school isn't too bad, as long as you put effort into it. I have a 3.3 overall GPA, and put in about 15 hours a week studying, so I can't complain too much. And being 
an officer is nice, people don't babysit you as much as they did at the academy. You aren't completely on your own to come and go as you please, but bending the rules is fairly easy as long as you don't make a habit of it. Just don't be late. Leaving early is doable, but don't be late. 

I live in Mt Pleasant, and I think as far as the area goes, it is by far the nicest area around here. The one disadvantage to Mt Pleasant is that it is a relatively long drive to school every day. My commute is 30 mins 
one way, so I won't ever be going home after school and then back in to study. Its all at once. 

My recommendation is that if you think you will do well in school and won't need to put in many study hours then Mt Pleasant is the way to go. If you think you will be one of those guys putting in 25-35 hours a week studying, you may want to consider living closer by so that you can go home for a breather every now and then. 

The other advantage is you can roll out of bed 30-45 mins before you want to be at school, unlike me, having to get up 1 hr 15 mins before I want to be there, which is usually around 5 am, putting my wakeup time around 3:45am. 

I don't want to convince you not to live in Mt Pleasant, but just give you some things to think about that you may not have thought of until after you got a place lined up and lived in it for a while. If I get to stay here for prototype, I will definitely enjoy living only 10 mins 
from the beach. And downtown is only 10 mins away. So as far as when you aren't at school, Mt Pleasant is a winner. 

But its a long drive every day. I bought a '96 VW Golf to save on gas going back and forth, since my truck was burning $60 to $70 a week. I don't know what vehicle you will have, but if its your truck, thats something to consider also. 

Again, not trying to scare or convince you one way or the other. But these are some of the things I've experienced" 

Now here are some other thoughts: 

Remember that you need to be blasting power school out of the water to get reasonable study hours. I had a 3.1 here, and 3.0 in power school, and had 25 mando study hours per week.  Now, an easy way to get 10 hours is showing up at 0500 and your "clock" shuts off at 0700. Your "clock" turns on at 1600, stay for 2 hours M-Th, you are already at 18 for the week.  Its going to take you at least 2 hours to do all your homework (you should expect about 3-4 "free peiods" per week).  That leaves 7 hours on the weekends for the average student.  I went Sat and sun mornings, and I was home before the early football games started. 

So lets say you take that approach.  If you live in Mt Pleasant, you would need to get up at 0345 (30 min to shower, shave, etc, 30 min to drive, 15 min of buffer).  If you lived right outside the base, is getting up at 0415 any more or less civilized?  I'll leave that to you to decide. 

On the ride home, it may make a difference.  Now we are talking about burnout from a sweet 14 hour day of nuclear physics, and you have to drive half an hour to get home.  Live in Goose Creek (e-dogs) or North Charleston (undesirables and families) and you'll be home quicker. 

The major difference is how much you value the group outings/party scene.  If you live in Mount Pleasant, you can meet lots of non-navy people, you are a $10 cab ride home from downtown, 5 min drive to bar district and beach, and walkable places all over if you live in the right place. 

Outside of Mount Pleasent, you wont be able to afford to live on Isle of Palms, so you will likely wind up in North Chasn, or Goose Creek.  I lived in NChars and regretted it.  I was always dependant on either a ride or sobriety, and it was like a $40 cab ride back home from downtown the one time I did it.  You can't afford that on ENS pay.  There are lots of great restaurants in NChars, but you have to drive to all of them.  You wont meet interesting people in NChars.  You'll end up doing your socializing at power school.  That doesnt sound like a good time to me. 

The guys that lived in Goose Creek went home after work, took a break, blah blah blah, and came back and wound up closing the place up at 2300 (they kick you out at 2300), and fell into a really bad cycle.  They would show up the next day exhausted, want to go home right away after class, nap, then come back and cram study at night and never went out to dinner with anyone.  They were kind of recluses.  I worked fine blasting all the way through from 0500 to 1800-1900, I worked out at lunch, took a shoot-the-breeze break for 30 min after class, and got studying after that, it worked for me.  Only you know your study habits and what will work for you. 

In terms of gas, sure its going to suck.  I lived with 3 other guys in NChas, and NONE of us wound up on the same study schedule, so I wouldn't expect to carpool with anyone.  Gas will kill you, sure.  Don't go buying a second car or a bike or anything, but gas will eat you alive if you dont watch it.  Then you wont have any money to enjoy Mt Pleasant, so you see how the vicious cycle will start spiraling out of control.   

I have always driven smaller, fuel efficient cars (hondas and vw's), so gas was never an issue.  That being said, you'll be on highway 25 of 30 minutes from Mount Pleasant, and about 10 of 20-25 in NChas, and none coming from goose creek.  So gas, though expensive, should not be a deal breaker, and driving reasonably (ie not NASCAR style through north chasn) will even out for the most part.  Its really what kind of car you drive, not the location, that is the issue.  But your car should never be a decision maker for you. 


"... went down to Charleston this past weekend and found some apartment complexes in Mt. Pleasant.  The rent was around $950-1200 for 2 people at a particular complex.  I understand the BAH/BAS is around $900 in Charleston.  Thus I'm curious, 

- How much money from your BAH did you "bank" while in Charleston?    
- How much money your peers "banked"/spent on housing? " 

If you go to http://perdiem.hqda.pentagon.mil/perdiem/bah.html 
thats a good BAH calculator.  Using 29401 for Charleston, BAH for single is 1054 and married 1176. 

Now me personally, I split a house with $1400 rent 4 ways, plus like 100 for cable and internet, maybe 100 for elec/heat/water, so all in all like 600/month total costs.  BAH when I was there was 850 something, so the rest was for, well, you figure it out. 

The guys who lived in Mount pleasant spent a little more, but not that much.  Again, its about what you value more, being close to the action or banking an extra 200/month.  Be advised, the trip to the beach (there the water is 70 until like October) is like 45 mins from NChasn / Goose Creek and like 10 mins from Mount Pleasant.  So if you like playing Halo 3 or World of Warcraft, maybe NChasn/Goose Creek is your bet.  If you like downtown, bars, young people, beaches, and pretty girls, maybe Mount Pleasant.  I don't recommend living in downtown Charleston.  Its too expensive, not worth the price, and slummy in the parts you can afford.  I encourage everyone to set up a budget to find out what your target rent should be.


