DISCUSSION ON GRAD ED AND TIME IN NAVY

As for IGE (Immediate Graduate Education) program, i.e., VGEP/IGEP, it's a commonly misunderstood program.  With a Dec 08 masters completion date, the effect is negligible, you'll basically just class  up at NPS in the first Jan 09 class.  

A lot of guys think, "Great I'll get a Master's on the Navy's dime" and

don't really understand the implications.  NAVADMIN 07195 came out a

little while back that discusses the OBLISERVE incurred by using these

programs... Here's the gist if you participate in an IGE program:

(1) For 20 months or less - The OBLISERVE is five years from the

completion of the IGE or withdrawal from the program.

(2) For more than 20 months - The OBLISERVE is six years from the

completion of the IGE or withdrawal from the program.

These run concurrently with the nuclear commitment (five years from base commissioning date), so the limiting factor becomes the IGE.  Most guys think this isn't a big deal, because they figure they'll do a JO tour and a post-JO shore tour anyways, so the OBLISERVE is negligible.  The issues start to arise in two cases however.

The NOIP (retention bonus) policy states that you must be within a year of completing any other OBLISERVE before you are eligible to sign any NOIP contract , so a lot of guys unknowingly delay, by a year or more, the date at which they become eligible for NOIP.

The other, possibly bigger, issue is that of career milestones.  Most

importantly the SOAC gate (seventh month of the seventh year of

commissioned service).  As a matter of practice the detailer will not generally bust this gate because a guy decided to go the IGE route.  The rub then, is that for each month you spend in and IGE beyond about six months (assuming May commissioning and 32 month nominal JO sea tour) you may be shorting yourself that time on your post-JO shore tour.  The thinking there is that you basically front-loaded your shore duty before going to sea, and shouldn't be rewarded for doing so.  While taking 15-18 months to run around at Cambridge might seem like a good deal, and make these guys feel more important than they really are, the fact of the matter is they could be screwing themselves out of $25K and a year of shore duty after their initial sea tour.
