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1 Overview

FE210 isaquick tour of the principles of economics. One of the first, and most important, things you will
learn isthat economicsisnot primarily a collection of facts, formulas, and graphs to be memorized (and forgotten
after the tests). To be sure, you will learn some facts about the economic landscape and US economic performance;
and you will memorize afew graphs. Mainly however, economicsisaway of thinking about the way the world
works. There are afew fundamental ideas, seemingly simpleto learn, and very widely applicable. If you really
understand and can apply these principles, you will begin to think like an economist. If you think like an economist,
at least sometimes, FE210 will have lasting value to you.

Asyou know, this course istaught in multiple sections. Not every section isusing the sametext. To
assure that there is basic uniformity across sections, alist of core concepts has been developed. | will distribute the
list to you. Part of the final exam will be common to al sections of the course. All questions on the common part of
thefinal will be related to things on the list of core concepts. Asyou will see during the course, most of theitemson
thelist relate to the fundamental principles| mentioned above.

2. Readings
Robert H. Frank and Ben S. Bernanke, Principles of Economics, New Y ork: McGraw-Hill), 2001
The Wall Street Journal
EVERY STUDENT MUST have access to The Wall Street Journal. If you do not buy it yourself,
you must tell me who you are sharing it with.

3. Grading
Your final grade will be determined by the following evaluations:
Final Exam 35%
6 week test 10%
11 week test 10%
Papers 20%
Other Assignments 20%
Instructor Evaluation %
100%

The six and twelve week testswill be given on September 24 and October 31. | reserve theright to alter the
weights. | will of coursetell you if | make changes.

4, Papers and Other Written Assignments
There will be several short papers — present planis at least three. Y ou will use the Journal in writing them.
Detailslater. Therewill also be other assignments —homework, quizzes, etc. If the coursereadly isto be
about learning to think like an economist, you have to practice.

5. Office Hours
My officeis Nimitz 69. My regular hours are Monday 6" period and Thursday 2™ period. However, | will
normally be on campus from about 0800 to about 1700 Monday through Friday. | am happy to see you at
any time during that period, but lots of people want a piece of my time, so, it isaways best to make an
appointment to conserve use of a scarce resource -- your time. Phone extension is 36897. Better yet, use e-
mail.



6. Outline and Reading Assignments
| want you to read the assigned chapter before the date that it is discussed in class.

INTRODUCTION

Week 1: Aug 20 Ch1i
Aug 22 Ch12
Aug 24 Ch2
Week 2: Aug 27 Ch3
Aug 29 Ch4
Aug 31 Ch4
MICROECONOMICS
Week 3: Sep3 LABOR DAY HOLIDAY
Sep5 Chb
Sep7 Chb
Week4: Sep10 Ché
Sep 12 Ché
Sep 14 Ch7
Week 5: Sep17 Ch7
Sep 19 Ch8
Sep 21 Ch8
Week 6: Sep24 EXAM #1
Sep 26 Ch9
Sep 28 Ch9
Week 7: Oct1 Ch10
Oct 3 Ch11
Oct5 Ch11
Week 8: Oct8 Ch13
Oct 10 Ch14
Oct 12 Ch15
MACROECONOMICS
Week 9: Oct 15 COLUMBUSDAY HOLIDAY
Oct 17 Ch17
Oct 19 Ch1is
Week 10: Oct 22 Ch1s,19
Oct 24 Ch19
Oct 26 Ch20
Week 11: Oct 29 Ch20
Oct 31 EXAM #2
Nov 2 Ch21
Week 12: Nov 5 Ch22
Nov 7 Ch23
Nov 9 Ch23
Week 13: Nov 12 VETERANS DAY HOLIDAY
Nov 14 Ch24
Nov 16 Ch25
Week 14: Nov 19 Ch25
Nov 21 Ch25
Nov 22-23 THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
Week 15: Nov 26 Ch 26
Nov 28 Ch 26
Nov 30 Ch 26, 27
Week 16: Dec 3 Ch27

Dec5 Ch27



