Principles of Economics 



           FE210, sect. 2002

Course Syllabus 

Fall Semester, AY2003
Professor:                    

Matthew J. Baker

Office:                          

Nimitz 76

Telephone:                  

Office: 3-6890

Email:                           

mbaker@usna.edu      
Course meeting time/place:                MWF2, CH 118

Text (required): Essentials of Economics: Mankiw, Second Edition. I shall also make use of handouts from Lovell: Economics: an Introduction with Calculus, which shall be made available as needed.

Course work:

Grades are based on performance on two exams and the final. Performance on Homework is also considered, which I grade using a “0,1,2 system,” in which carefully done and neat homework receives a 2, and the opposite receives a 0. Also, in the final weeks of class, you shall be required to submit a short research project, which I shall describe in detail at an opportune time. You may work on homework in groups, and I encourage you to do so, though students must hand in their own completed problem set.

NOTE: All coursework is to be done alone, unless I explicitly say otherwise.

Grade Breakdown: 


First exam: 

15%


Second exam:

15%


Third exam:

15%


Final:


25%


Homework:

10%


Project:

10%


Instructor Discretion:
10%

Exam dates:

Exams occur in approximately 4 week intervals. The final will be held at the regularly scheduled time with no exceptions.

Paper due dates:

The paper will be due at a date approximately 2 weeks after the third exam, well before the final day of class. 

Office hours and Contact Information:

Tentatively, I am planning to hold office hours Tuesday and Monday afternoons. You can check the card by my door for additional details. If you have a small question on a problem, reading, or some other matter, the best course of action is to try and reach me by email at mbaker@usna.edu. I rarely go more than 12 hours during the semester without checking it. Further, course materials and problem sets are available on the web from my website at: http://www.usna.edu/Users/econ/mbaker/.  I have also placed some links on my site that you may find useful and interesting.

Project description:

About midways through the semester, I shall be assigning you a topic, which shall consist of a prominent economist. You are to write an approximately 10 page paper on this economist, describing his or her life and background and most important works. 

Course readings:

Attached is a reading list, which shall function primarily as a guide to readings in the text and a course outline. Periodically, I will assign additional readings which can either be obtained directly from the web, or which shall be made available in handout form.

