History of Economic Thought




FE 311 sec. 5001

Course Syllabus 

Fall Semester, AY2003
Professor:                    

Matthew J. Baker

Office:                          

Nimitz 76

Telephone:                  

Office: 3-6890

Email:                           

mbaker@usna.edu (aol IM profmjbaker)      
Course meeting time/place:                MWF5, MU 107
Texts (required): A History of Economic Theory and Method, by Robert Ekelund and Robert Hebert. 

Contact and Course Information:
For small matters and questions, please feel free to get in touch by email; I typically respond within several hours, and almost never go more than twelve hours without checking email. Course materials and handouts are sometimes available from my website: http://www.usna.edu/Users/econ/mbaker. Further, if you forget your reading responsibilities (described below) you can check this information from the webpage. From my page, you can also access tools such as Econlit, JSTOR, and some websites that may aid you in your project.
Course work/Grading:

Grades are comprised primarily of exams, writing assignments, and a final project. We shall have two exams during the semester and one final. Participation in class discussion also counts; this is what is meant by “instructor discretion” below. The grade breakdown is as follows:

Grade Breakdown: 


First exam: 

20%


Second exam:

20%


Final:


25%


Writing assignments:
15%


Project:

10%


Instructor Discretion:
10%

Project description:

For the project, you are to review the life, times, theories, and legacy of a famous figure in the history of thought. I assign you the person. This paper should be at least 15 pages long, and should at a bare minimum contain the following things: a biographical sketch of the economist, a description of the economic conditions and times surrounding your economist, economist, influences on the economist, contemporaries and great debates of the day, and, finally, legacy. The paper should also contain some sort of extended, critical assessment of the economist and how his theory stands at odds with modern theory, whether wrong or right.  

Course outline:

Attached is a detailed outline of course readings; notice that there are blank spaces next to each reading. To ensure that at least one of you has done the reading in some detail, I shall appoint one student per reading section to serve as an “expert” on each small component of the reading. If no one else in class can answer questions on the reading, this task shall fall to the expert. Take this job seriously, as I shall consider your performance in your final grade. 


A final note on the course outline: the outline is merely a rough guide to the readings in the text. In the next couple of weeks, I shall also introduce an accompanying reading list with additional material of interest.

