Advanced Microeconomic Theory


Research paper outline

Project: 

You are to 1) select a JEL subject heading, and 2) write a review of recent theoretical literature in this area no less than 15 pages long. I recommend that you either pick a subject area you are very interested in, or pick a subject that pertains directly to your honors project. 

Project Due Date:

The project is due, without exception, Monday, December 2.

Project tips:


A good literature review is a summary of all relevant literature. As such, your reference list should be maximal and I would think anything less than 25 references is inadequate. 

Indeed, the biggest difficulty students have in writing good papers is accumulating enough references. For this project, you will be required to accumulate many more solid, journal-article references than any other paper you have written. The single best thing you can do is find a review paper you like early on (look in recent versions of the Journal of Economic Literature), and adopt it as a template; the match of topics is even irrelevant. Set up your paper so it looks like your model. Try to match it in terms of numbers of references and length. Follow its organizational strategy, and the arrangement of the introduction. It goes without saying that you shouldn’t copy the paper’s content, however!


Also, keep the following in mind. When an economist writes a paper, very rarely do they read 30 to 50 references in detail. The strategy is to find two or three papers/books to read in detail, look carefully at another 5 to 10, and scan quickly papers that are peripheral, but study related matter. This is how one accumulates enough material for a good literature review. As you will see from reading a few literature reviews, many of the citations receive only a sentence, and some less than that. 


A final tip: if there is a simple mathematical model or recurring approach throughout your literature, describe that and the basic results generated by this model. This is the easiest and best way to organize a paper.

