Research Application Paper and Brief presentation

You will be required to pick one candidate’s position on an economic issue and justify/refute/analyze it to determine if it makes economic sense. 
· Do NOT compare and contrast arguments of the two candidates. This will lead you to a debate-type paper. I do not want to know your ideals or viewpoints on the candidate’s position, I want you to use economic analysis to defend, justify, and/or refute the position. 

· Your topic should be narrow. That is, debt reduction would be way too much to cover; focus on eliminating the AMT, or lowering marginal tax rates, or broadening the tax base (and how), or the impact of decreasing federal money spent on big bird. 

· An “A paper” will include graphs and theoretical (that is mathematical, not words) arguments for or against the policy. Similarly an “F paper” will just focus on political rhetoric or biased media examples for justification. Your economic knowledge should be apparent.

· You should focus on specifics. For example, focus on how the tax policy impacts labor/leisure decisions, how vouchers impact education/health care, would the policy lead to overproduction, underproduction?, is government intervention necessary because a market failure exists – if so, which?.

Evaluation Criteria for Papers: 
· Papers should not be longer than 5 pages in length. Papers should be typed with 11 point font and 1 inch margins.  No large periods to extend the length of your paper.

· Correct grammar is expected.  Egregious grammatical mistakes will be penalized. In fact, if there are more than 2 grammatical mistakes per page (on average) I will not grade the paper and the author will receive an F on that paper. So please proofread your paper!

· Clear and concise writing will be rewarded.  Vague, rambling, or excessively wordy writing will be penalized.

· Papers must be submitted on time.  Extensions will be granted only under unusual circumstances.  

· You should be ready to present 6 November. This can be slides, but if you plan to use slides, limit yourself to 2-3 slides. Slides are not necessary (but may be helpful with graphs). 

· If you want me to edit a version, I must have the first version by 26-Oct. 

· Late papers will lose 1/3 of a letter grade per day.  Papers are due Nov. 6th (For example, if a B paper is turned in on Friday but was due on Thursday, it will get a final grade of B-.) This includes weekends because you can always attach your paper to an email.

· Information must be accurate and sources must be documented.  The textbook is a good resource, Wikipedia is NOT (although you can use reviewed references found from Wikipedia, Wikipedia in and of itself is not necessarily accurate).


