UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY
Economics Department:  RESEARCH SEMINAR   Fall 2008
FE500: 

Sections 5043 and 9991 WF6 in CH157   

        

Professor: 
Associate Professor Pamela Schmitt

Office:

Nimitz 61
Phone:

3-6888

Office hours:
Tuesday 1115 - 1530, but it is probably best to make an appointment.

E-mail:

pschmitt@usna.edu (the best way to reach me!)

I. Course Description 
This course is intended to provide you with the opportunity to explore original, independent research under the supervision of a faculty member in the economic department. All economic honors students (FECH majors) should be enrolled in this course. All students in this course should understand the requirements to graduate with honors from USNA. 

Last semester you were matched with an honor’s advisor, you read an honors thesis from a previous honors graduate, and you examined the structure of your honors thesis. This semester you will continue working with that honor’s advisor on your topic. By the end of this semester, you will have five main deliverables. 
1) You will have a well written introduction. 
2) You will have a well written, thorough literature review (adapted from your FE482 literature review, hopefully). 
3) You will have a well written data section and have obtained all your data. 
4) You will have completed preliminary data analysis (having run a few regressions; you may or may not include these in your final paper, that will be based on the quality of regressions you have run).

5) You will have a powerpoint presentation on your thesis; this will include your research question, why the question is interesting, what others have done on your topic (the professional literature), what your data are, and how you intend to answer your question (empirical methods). 
Note: you may still have to work on all these sections and adding to the data next semester. View this as a work in progress as new interesting directions to research will always arise.
Because the purpose of this course is to assist you in your independent research, we will not meet regularly for class. It is up to you to schedule weekly meetings with your advisor. Please pay attention to the dates in bold on the following calendar, you will have assignments due those days to me. It is a “GOOD” idea to give anything to your advisor at least a week before it is due to me. Your advisors are all busy and are teaching other courses (taking on an honors student is an overload for them), so they may not be able to get material back to you quickly. 
II. Grading

Your mid semester grades will be determined by me. Your final grade will be determined by both me and your thesis advisor and will be based on your overall progress as well as your work on your completed assignments and the presentation of your thesis. Failure to meet a deadline will result in a lower grade.
TENTATIVE COURSE DUE DATES (BOTH SEMESTERS)

( Remember to give your advisor each of these (including your powerpoint presentations) at least 1 week prior to the date I’ve listed. 
17-September: Hand in assignment 1 (initial proposals and data) to me via email

22-October: Hand in assignment 2 (intro, lit review, data section of paper) to me via email 

19 and 20 November: Presentations (intro, lit review, data/methods, and results) 20 – 25 



minutes most likely at lunch and/or after school. Only advisors, the chair, the 




FE500 students, and myself will attend
3 March: Final Papers due (entire paper should be finished and ready to go the bindery)

5 and 6 March: Final Presentations (entire paper WILL BE FINISHED) 50 – 55 minutes 



most likely at lunch and/or after school. You will attend all presentations and 




the entire faculty will be invited.
6 April: Final, Final papers due. I will be sending them out 7 April to the bindery. 
