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Assignment Handout:  An Outline for a Research Paper
Below is a general Outline/Guide for writing a Research paper for FE445 or for any course.  Use this general structure for your own paper or as a guide, with modifications made as necessary.  

The Basic Outline

I.  
Introduction

II. 
Literature Review

III. 
Economic Method



A.  Introduction to Economic Method



B.  Discussion of Regression Analysis



C.  The Data



D.  Discussion of Regression Results and Economic Analysis

IV.  
Conclusion

The Outline Description
I.  Introduction

The introduction introduces the economic problem you are studying and why it is important.  Also, in the introduction you summarize what you do in the paper—the basic model you use, the data, as well as the main findings and conclusions from your econometric analysis.  In the final draft, your introduction should be between 1.5 to 2 pages.
II. The Literature Review

The literature review is the section of your paper where you summarize the relevant research to your topic (in this case, the two articles you choose to base your paper on).  That is, once you have chosen a thesis statement—say, “What effect does a change in the Federal Funds Rate have on the mortgage refinancing?”—with the literature review you discuss at least two papers that have asked a similar question or that has examined the effect of monetary policy on the residential housing market in general (for example).  This section tells the reader (and yourself) what economic research has come before and, therefore, how you are going to add to that body of research.    

For this part of the paper, you are required to review/discuss at least two academic articles or books relevant to your topic (a newspaper article from the New York Times, for example, while useful for gathering information, does not count as a major source for your literature review).  You should write approximately 250 to 300 words on each source (Times New Roman, 12 font, one-inch margins).  
III. Economic Method

This is the main body of your paper and can be broken down in the following manner:

A. Introduction to Economic Method.  This is basically a “mini” introduction to this section.  
--Here you restate or clarify your main hypothesis and discuss what economic theory says about your research question or hypothesis.  You do not need to prove a model—simply explain how economic theory explains or motivates your question (for example, if ticket prices increase at NFL games, economic predicts the quantity demanded for tickets will decrease).   
This mini-introduction should be about 1 page.
B. Discussion of Regression Analysis
Here you explain econometric model you are going to test—the regression model you are going to run.  

--Explain the regression equation you are using—the variables you have included in the regression and why you have included the variables (e.g., economic theory tells us that consumption is function of income, wealth, interest rates, etc.).  This explanation will typically be between 1 to 2 pages.
C. The Data

Explains in detail your data source—what data you are using in your regression, where you found it, for what years you have it, etc.?  This explanation should be approximately 1 page or less.  
D. Discussion of Regression Results and Economic Analysis
Here you report the regression results.  Do this by showing the results in a Table(s) (how to properly construct a table or chart will be discussed later in the course), and then explain your results in the text.  Explain to the reader what the results mean—do the results support your hypothesis; do the results agree with economic theory, etc.?  Also, here you need to emphasize why or how your results are important—why should they matter to economists, policy makers or the general public?  Notice you can also discuss other possible implications of your analysis.  For example, perhaps the results are unexpected and raise new questions. This section might run anywhere from 2 to 4 pages.  
IV. Conclusion 
The conclusion summarizes—reminds the reader—what you set out to do, what you did, and then, what you conclude based on your economic analysis.  Here you emphasize what interesting things you found with your econometric analysis.  That is, tell the reader what they have learned.  The conclusion should be at most 1 page.    
Page 1 of 2

