Name:________________________

FE345:  ENVIRONMENTAL ECONOMICS



Assignment 2: Due Wednesday 9/7/11
· This assignment should be approximately one page in length (typed, double-spaced using 11 or 12 pt font and standard margins). Staple multiple pages.

· Only work that follows these instructions and represents a “Good Faith Effort” to answer the questions posed will receive a check.

· Stop by during my office hours (Tuesdays periods 9, 10) if you have questions, or set up another time to meet with me.
Read the following three essays (the first handed out in class, the last two attached to email):

· Malthus (1798), “An Essay on the Principle of Population”
· Hardin (1968), “The Tragedy of the Commons”
· Simon (1980), “Resources, Population, Environment: An Oversupply of False Bad News”
Address the following in your essay:

· In one paragraph each, summarize each author’s main point. What assumptions underlie the author’s conclusions? What government policy, if any, does the author advocate?
· Why do you think people have such differing views about the desirability / undesirability of population growth and its impact on the environment and human well-being?
