FE345:  ENVIRONMENTAL ECONOMICS




Assignment 9: Due Wednesday 12/7/11
· This assignment should be approximately one page in length (typed, double-spaced using 11 or 12 pt font and standard margins). Staple multiple pages.

· Only work that follows these instructions and represents a “Good Faith Effort” to answer the questions posed will receive a check.

· Stop by during my office hours (Tuesdays periods 9, 10) if you have questions, or set up another time to meet with me.
Read the article titled “Collective Action and the Evolution of Social Norms” by Elinor Ostrom (2000). Address the following questions in your essay:
· Why is it important to study the “bottom-up” approach to collective action and the management of common-property resources? Why not rely on a “top-down” approach where centralized government regulates use of common-property resources? 
· According to Ostrom, what are the five design principles for successful self-governance of a commons by the users?

· What are the different player “types” that Ostrom identifies in social dilemma games? Based on your own experience, do you think this is an accurate description of individual behavior?
