UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY
ANNAPOLIS, MD 21402

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

HE112, Rhetoric and Introduction to Literature II
Spring 2008
Sections 1002, 4003, 5005
LT A. L. DesSureault





Schedule: I teach MWF 1, 4, 5.
Office: Sampson 234

Office Phone: 410-293-6207




Office Hours: MWF 2, 3.  T, Th 1-4.
Home Phone: 410-224-6687 (before 10pm)


However, scheduling an appointment
E-mail: dessurea@usna.edu




is recommended.
REQUIRED TEXTS

Capote, Truman.  In Cold Blood
Hemingway, Ernest.  A Farewell to Arms.

Meyer, Michael.  Poetry: An Introduction 5th Edition.

Ondaatje, Michael.  The English Patient
Sebold, Alice.  Lovely Bones.

WEEK 1:


ASSIGNMENTS

07 Jan
Monday

Course Introduction
09 Jan
Wednesday

Hemingway Ch 1-8
11 Jan
Friday


Hemingway Ch 9-15
WEEK 2:

14 Jan
Monday

Hemingway Ch 16-25
16 Jan
Wednesday

Hemingway Ch 26-29.  Short response paper due.
18 Jan
Friday


Hemingway Ch 30-35
WEEK 3:

21 Jan
Monday

MLK Birthday (No Class)
23 Jan
Wednesday

Hemingway Ch 35-41
25 Jan
Friday


Hemingway wrap-up.  In Class Lecture – World War I and World 
War II
WEEK 4:

28 Jan
Monday

Ondaatje Part I and II
30 Jan
Wednesday

Rough Draft Paper 1 Due.  Peer Review.
01 Feb
Friday


Ondaatje Part III
WEEK 5:

04 Feb
Monday

Ondaatje Part IV and V and VI.
06 Feb
Wednesday

Paper 1 Due.  Ondaatje Part VII, VIII
08 Feb
Friday


Ondaatje Part IX.
WEEK 6:

11 Feb
Monday

Ondaatje Part X.  Short Response Paper Due.
13 Feb Wednesday

Poetry Day 1 – Introduction to Poetry.  Meyer p1-17, 19-49.  

Prepare to discuss - “If” p 49, “End of April” p 54, “Crossing the

Bar” p55, “Junior Year Abroad” p55.
15 Feb Friday


Poetry Day 2 – Word Choice, Word Order, Tone.  Meyer p 68-86, 

102-108.  Prepare to discuss “Bored” p86 and “Ode to American English” p87-88
WEEK 7:

18 Feb
Monday

Washington’s Birthday (No Class)
19 Feb
Tuesday

(Monday Class Schedule) Poetry Day 3 - Images.  Meyer p109-

132. Prepare to discuss “Home-baked Bread” p126, “The White 

Porch” p129.  Based on the two London poems, prepare a creative response about the Academy or Annapolis.
20 Feb
Wednesday

Poetry Day 4 – Figures of Speech.  Meyer p133-155.  Prepare to 

discuss “Chess” p138, “Mirror” p145, and “Schizophrenia” p148.
22 Feb
Friday


Poetry Day 5 – Symbol, Allegory, Irony.  Meyer p157-182.  

Prepare to discuss “Buttons” p168, “On the Amtrack” p174, 

“Casual Wear” p175, “The Compact” p177.
WEEK 8:

25 Feb
Monday

Poetry Day 6 – Sounds and Patterns of Rhythm.  Meyer p183-236.  

Prepare to Discuss “Scarborough Fair” p184, “Occupation p202, 

“The Tide” p 202, “The Tyger” p229, “Do Not Go Gentle into That Good Night” p247.
27 Feb
Wednesday

Rough Draft Paper 2 Due.  Peer Review.
01 Mar Friday


War Poetry Discussion – the Civil War.  Handouts.
WEEK 9:

04 Mar Monday

War Poetry Discussion – World War I.  Handouts.
06 Mar
 Wednesday

Paper 2 Due.  War Poetry Discussion – World War II.  Handouts.
08 Mar
 Friday


War Poetry Discussion – the Vietnam War & the Gulf War.  
Handouts.

09-16 Mar Spring Break (No Class)

WEEK 10:

17 Mar
 Monday

Poetic Forms – the sonnet.  Meyer p237-246.  Shakespearian 
sonnet presentations.
19 Mar
 Wednesday

Shakespearian sonnet presentations.  Poetry wrap-up. 

Short response paper due.
21 Mar
 Friday


Capote p3-66.  

WEEK 11:

24 Mar
 Monday

Capote p66-120
26 Mar
 Wednesday

Capote p120-180
28 Mar
 Friday


Capote p180-248
WEEK 12:

31 Mar
 Monday

Capote p248-309
02 Apr
 Wednesday

Capote p309-343
04 Apr
 Friday


Sebold p3-57
WEEK 13:

07 Apr
 Monday

Sebold p58-112
09 Apr
 Wednesday

Sebold p 113-173
11 Apr
 Friday


Sebold p174-231
WEEK 14:

14 Apr
 Monday

Rough Draft Paper 3 Due.  Peer Review Day. 
16 Apr
 Wednesday

Sebold p232-282
18 Apr
 Friday


Sebold p282-328.
WEEK 15:

21 Apr
 Monday

Paper 3 Due.  Watch In Cold Blood
23 Apr
 Wednesday

Watch In Cold Blood
25 Apr
 Friday


Watch In Cold Blood.  
WEEK 16:

28 Apr
 Monday

Final class.  Course Evaluation.
COURSE OBJECTIVES (Taken right out of The Department of English Guidelines for HE111-HE112)
1.  To develop your confidence and style as a writer so that you can:

a.
turn a general topic into a purposeful thesis;

b.
shape your composition so that it has a beginning, middle, and end and so that its organization and content serve its audience and purpose;

c.
write fully developed and coherent paragraphs employing such methods of development as summary, narration, description, comparison/contrast, classification, analysis, and persuasion;

d.
edit your sentences so that they vary one from the other, so that they depend mainly on the active voice and avoid wordiness, and so that they are grammatically correct; and

e.
use the resources of the library to research a topic and document the results.

2.  To improve your ability to read critically and sensitively various kinds of literature.

3.  To enhance your understanding and appreciation of cultural values and basic human issues through the study of literature.

Evaluation of Written Work.

Your instructors will evaluate your writing to help you to achieve the objectives described above, reading your essays carefully, commenting on both their strengths and weaknesses, and expecting you to use those comments to improve your subsequent writing.

Part of the evaluating role of the instructor is to assign a grade to your work.  Although not all instructors assign grades to every paper, the Academy requires instructors to report grades about every six weeks, and you should be aware of the following guidelines.

1.  Criteria for Grading Writing Assignments:

A:
The A essay shows originality of thought in stating and developing a controlling idea or thesis.  It employs the most suitable kind and amount of evidence, and this evidence, at every stage of the essay, has a clear purpose.  In addition, the excellent essay is characterized by careful and effective organization of sentences and paragraphs and by careful and effective choice of words and phrases.

B:
The B essay has many of the traits of the A essay, but is usually lacking in one or two areas such as completeness of development or clarity of focus in its controlling idea.  The prose in a B essay can be flawless and clear or a bit careless, but its general lack of mechanical errors and its “readability” reveal some successful editing and proofreading.

C:
The C essay has a central idea and a basic plan of organization, though that organization breaks down at certain stages and is often not the plan best suited for the controlling idea.  The C essay lacks development either because it doesn’t provide sufficient evidence to support its generalizations or because it lists evidence without providing an assessment of that evidence.  Though it usually needs improvement in mechanics and wording, the C paper can be almost entirely free of mechanical errors.  Whereas the B essay can be quite impressive in an area or two, the C essay usually lacks an outstanding feature, though it might have outstanding potential.

D:
The D essay shows little understanding of the topic; it usually lacks a controlling idea, and if it states an idea, the body of the essay does little to support that idea.  The D essay often has a random order; its paragraphs unfold without a plan; and its sentences, though usually understandable, show little evidence of being revised and therefore suffer from wordiness and a distracting number of mechanical errors.

F:
The F essay is unsatisfactory.  It fails to state and develop a main idea, often because it does not respond to the assignment.  In addition, several of the major mechanical errors listed below occur repeatedly throughout the paper.  English instructors agree that frequent occurrences of these errors characterize substandard writing:

(1)  sentence fragments

(2)  comma splices or run-on sentences

(3)  dangling or misplaced modifiers

(4)  faulty agreement:  subject-verb or pronoun-antecedent

(5)  faulty use of tenses

(6)  substandard idioms or expressions

(7)  excessive misspellings of common words

2. 
Literacy and a Passing Grade:  Instructors will not automatically assign a failing grade to the paper in which some of the seven faults repeatedly occur, especially when the paper has strength in its content or ideas.  However, if you habitually commit several of these mechanical errors in your essay and do not make definite progress toward avoiding them by the end of the term, your instructor is likely to judge your semester=s work as unsatisfactory.  You would do well, then, to study all your handbook has to say about these writing faults so as to avoid them in your writing.  Good ideas deserve good presentation.

GRADING

Quizzes 10%

Short Responses 15%

Class Participation 15%

Long Papers 60%

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

PAPERS
Overview: This course includes several short response papers.  These papers will be brief (approximately 2 pages) and will explore various topics pertaining to the novels and poetry we will read throughout the semester.  These short papers will be used for class discussion and to evaluate your individual progress.  Three longer papers (approximately 5 pages) will be assigned this semester and will include topics related to the novels as well as the poetry.

Due Dates/Late Work: Papers and drafts will be turned in at the beginning of the class on the day that the assignment is due.  I will always accept papers earlier than the due date.  If you have extenuating circumstances arise preventing you from turning in an assignment on time speak to me before the due date so that we may discuss a possible extension.  Otherwise, your grade for that particular assignment will drop 10%, a full letter grade, for every 24 hours that it is late.  You must submit every assignment in order to pass this course.  Therefore, if you decide to skip an assignment altogether, do not expect to pass this course.

Formatting: I expect all assigned papers formatted in Times New Roman font (12-point) and documented according to the Modern Language Association (MLA) without a cover page.
Use the following heading for all typed papers:

	(Left justified at the top of the page; below the 1 inch margin)
Last Name Page Number

MIDN First Name Middle Initial Last Name



(Right Justified within the

HE112 Section XXXX





center of the top margin)

LT DesSureault






(Not on the 1st page)

XX Month XXXX (example 23 May 2003)




Peer Review/Rough Drafts:  We will have peer review sessions in class to review rough drafts for the longer paper assignments.  The draft will actually count towards the overall paper grade and should not be neglected.  Your grade for the overall paper will suffer if you fail to put forth a good show of effort on these days.  The rough draft will give you an opportunity to rewrite the material after classmates review it.  I will also be available to answer any questions or read over papers at this time.  If you feel that you need additional help, please make an appointment with me.

Plagiarism: Plagiarism is an honor offense.  Do not put yourself in a precarious situation.  You must be aware of the inadvertent ways that you might plagiarize without even knowing it!  Anytime you incorporate material into your work that is not completely your own you must accredit the person that you borrowed it from.  Any work submitted which is not your own will receive a grade of zero.
READING/PARTICIPATION

I expect you to keep up with reading assignments.  This is a text driven class.  Note that your grade can vary up to one letter grade depending on class participation.  If you have not read the material, it is difficult to intelligently interact with the class.  You will find this class much more enjoyable if you read and contribute to lively discussion.  I may also assign additional reading or change up the syllabus slightly so listen carefully in class so that you do not fall behind or get lost!

QUIZZES

I will give periodic quizzes to make sure you are keep up with the reading.  These will be usually be content-based and consist of 4-5 straightforward questions.  I will average your quiz grades, and together they will form a part of your final grade.
USEFUL INFORMATION:

EXTRA INSTRUCTION

I encourage you to seek instruction at the Writing Center or with me during office hours.  Save your precious time by scheduling an appointment in advance by email or after class.  Feel free to stop by my office during hours.  I am more than happy to help you, but I cannot guarantee that I will be in my office at all times.  Appointments are always better, but please stop by anytime.

WEB PAGE

Additional information to include class objectives and the USNA plagiarism policy will be posted on my web page.  Also, during the course I may refer to my website for additional information on a particular assignment.  

