UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY
ANNAPOLIS, MD 21402

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

HE260, Literature of War
Fall 2008
Section 1001/ MWF1/SA004
LT A. L. DesSureault





Schedule: I teach 1st, 3rd and 

Office: Sampson 234





4th periods MWF

Office Phone: 410-293-6207





Home Phone: 410-224-6687 (before 10pm)


Office Hours: MWF 2, 5. T, Th 1-4.  

E-mail: dessurea@usna.edu




Scheduling an appointment 

is recommended. 

REQUIRED TEXTS

Homer.  The Iliad.  Trans. Robert Fagles.  (ILIAD)
Shakespeare. Henry V.  (HENRY)
Stallworthy, Jon.  The Oxford Book of War Poetry. (POETRY)
Crane, Stephen.  The Red Badge of Courage.  (BADGE)
Remarque, Erich Maria.  All Quiet on the Western Front. (QUIET)
Ondaatje, Michael.  The English Patient. (ENGLISH)
O’Brien, Tim.  The Things They Carried. (THINGS)
Carroll, Andrew.  Operation Homecoming.  (OPERATION)
Turner, Brian.  Here, Bullet.  (optional) (BULLET)
1.  Course Objectives:  The goal of this course is to develop your reading, writing, speaking, and analytical skills through exposure to literature.  In this class we will study the literature of war in different genres (novels, short stories, plays, memoirs, and epic and lyric poetry) and from different points of view, including both those on the front lines and those left behind.  We will explore the place of war in civilization through the experience of the individual, as he or she imagines, experiences, survives, and remembers it.  We will pay close attention to the formation and evolution of values typically associated with war, especially honor, glory, courage, and camaraderie, and masculinity.  

2.  Class Participation:  I expect you to keep up with reading assignments.  This is a text driven class.  Note that your grade can vary up to one letter grade depending on class participation.  If you have not read the material, it is difficult to intelligently interact with the class.  You will find this class much more enjoyable if you read and contribute to lively discussion.  I may also assign additional reading or change up the syllabus slightly so listen carefully in class so that you do not fall behind or get lost!

3.  Assignments/Grading:  Each student will complete three 4-6 page papers and one oral presentation for this course.  Papers are due at the beginning of class on the due date.  All papers must be edited for content, style, format, and grammar.  Papers must be typed, use 12-point Times New Roman font and have 1-inch margins.  Bring your paper to class on the due date.  All students are responsible for maintaining electronic copies of all papers after submission, in case I need a second copy of a paper for any reason.  Grades for assignments will use an alphabetical system (A+, A, A-, B+, B, etc).  Your final grade for the course will be based upon your demonstrated level of writing at the end of the semester and your demonstrated level of comprehension/knowledge on both the mid-term and final exams.  Your final grade will incorporate class participation and effort.  I reserve the right to raise or lower any student’s final grade by one full letter grade based upon attitude, effort, and performance.

GRADING:



Papers 


40%



Presentation

10%



Mid-term exam
15%



Final exam

20%



Participation

15%

4.  Exams:  There will be open book, open notes mid-term and final exams for this course.
5.  Revisions:  Please see me individually to discuss revision possibilities for papers.  Late work will not be considered for revision.
6.  Late Work:  Each assignment is due at the beginning of class on the assigned due date.  Extensions will be handled on a case-by-case basis.  If you know a legitimate problem will prevent you from finishing an assignment on time, you must discuss it with me in advance.  Extensions will not be granted if you have not spoken with me at least 2 days prior to the due date.  Late work will receive a letter grade (10 pts) off for each calendar day that it is late.  Keep track of the syllabus timeline and don’t procrastinate on your assignments.  Be proactive about discussing extensions with me, if necessary.

7.  Extra Instruction: I encourage you to seek instruction at the Writing Center or with me during office hours.  Save your precious time by scheduling an appointment in advance by email or after class.  Feel free to stop by my office during hours.  I am more than happy to help you, but I cannot guarantee that I will be in my office at all times.  Appointments are always better, but please stop by anytime.

8.  Academic Integrity:  Refer to the “English Department Standards for Honest Work.”  You must document all works cited using proper MLA conventions outlined on pages 363-412 of The Everyday Writer.  You are encouraged to share ideas and work with your classmates; however, you must properly acknowledge all help received from any outside source on an Acknowledgements page following your Works Cited page.
9.  Completing and passing the course:  Each student must complete ALL assignments and the mid-term and final exams to complete and pass the course.  Your work must be original for this course—do not attempt to resubmit work completed for any other course.  Your work must be your own effort unless properly cited and documented as mentioned above.
SCHEDULE:  This schedule provides a rough framework for weekly class activities and is subject to change.

WEEK 1:


ASSIGNMENTS

20 Aug
 Wednesday

Course Introduction

22 Aug
  Friday

ILIAD Books 1, 2 (lines 1-583 and 866-929), and 3

WEEK 2:

25 Aug
  Monday

ILIAD Books 4, 5 and 6
27 Aug Wednesday

ILIAD Books 7, 8, and 9 
29 Aug  Friday

ILIAD Books 13, 16, and 17


WEEK 3:

1 Sep
Monday

Labor Day (No Class)

3 Sep
Wednesday

ILIAD Books 18, 22, 23 (lines 1-316), and 24
5 Sep 
Friday


Heroic Poetry.  POETRY #7, 16, and 59 and Blackboard 
Printout “Dulce Et Decorum Est Pro Patria Mori”  
WEEK 4:
8 Sep
Monday

HENRY Intro plxiii-lxvvi and Act I
10 Sep
Wednesday

HENRY Act II
12 Sep
Friday


HENRY Act III
WEEK 5:

15 Sep
Monday

HENRY Act IV
17 Sep
Wednesday

HENRY Act V
19 Sep
Friday


BADGE Ch 1-11.  
WEEK 6:

22 Sep
Monday

BADGE Ch 12-24.  PAPER #1 DUE
24 Sep Wednesday

Blackboard Printouts “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge” and 





“Chickamauga”
26 Sep Friday


 Civil War Poetry.  POETRY #63, 64, 65, 71, and 76 and 

Blackboard Printout “Civil War Poetry.”  
WEEK 7:

29 Sep
Monday

Civil War wrap-up.  Exam Review.
1 Oct
Wednesday

Mid-term exam
3 Oct
Friday


QUIET  Ch 1-3
WEEK 8:


6 Oct
Monday

QUIET Ch 4-5
8 Oct Wednesday

QUIET Ch 6
10 Oct Friday


QUIET Ch 7-8


WEEK 9:

13 Oct Monday

Columbus Day (No Class)

15 Oct Wednesday

QUIET Ch 9-10
17 Oct Friday


QUIET Ch 11-12
WEEK 10:

20 Oct
 Monday

World War I poetry.  POETRY #103, 106, 108, 119, 122, 123, 

131, 133, 136, 137, 139, 140, and 145 and Blackboard Printout “Poetry of the World Wars” 
22 Oct
Wednesday

ENGLISH Parts I and II.  PAPER #2 DUE
24 Oct 
 Friday


ENGLISH Part III
WEEK 11:

27 Oct Monday

ENGLISH Parts IV, V, and VI
29 Oct Wednesday

ENGLISH Parts VII and VIII
31 Oct Friday


ENGLISH Part IX.  
WEEK 12:

03 Nov
 Monday
 
ENGLISH Part X
05 Nov Wednesday

World War II Poetry. POETRY #191, 193, 202, 211, 213, and 235 

and Blackboard Printout “World War II Poetry”
07 Nov
 Friday


THINGS “The Things They Carried” p1-27, “Love” p27-30
WEEK 13:

10 Nov Monday

THINGS “Spin” p31-38, “On The Rainy River” p39-61, “How To 

Tell A True War Story” p67-85
12 Nov Wednesday

THINGS “The Man I Killed” p124-130, “Ambush” p131-134, 

“Good Form” p179-180
14 Nov
 Friday
  

THINGS “Speaking of Courage” p137-154, “Notes” p155-161, “In 

the Field” p162-178
WEEK 14:

17 Nov Monday

THINGS “The Ghost Soldiers” p189-218, “The Lives of the 

Dead” p225-246
19 Nov Wednesday

Vietnam War Poetry.  Blackboard Printout “Vietnam War 

Poetry”
21 Nov
 Friday


BULLET pgs 6, 8, 9-10, 13, 15-16, 33, 42-45, 55, 61-63, 65
WEEK 15:

24 Nov
 Monday

OPERATION  Introduction and Ch 1.  PAPER #3 DUE.
26 Nov Wednesday

OPERATION Ch 2

28 Nov
 Friday


Thanksgiving Break (No Class)

WEEK 16:

1 Dec
 Monday

OPERATION Ch 3

3 Dec
 Wednesday

OPERATION Ch 4

5 Dec
 Friday


OPERATION Ch 5
WEEK 17:

8 Dec
 Monday

OPERATION Ch 6. Final class.  Course Evaluation.

