UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

HE-112V:  Introduction to Rhetoric and Literature II
Instructor:  
LCDR Jason A. Salinas

Office:
      
Sampson Hall Room 235

Phone:

x3-6233
Cell Phone: 
(619) 675-3004
E-mail:
      
salinas@usna.edu
Web Page:
www.nadn.navy.mil/Users/english/salinas/SalinasHome.html
Course Overview:

HE-112V is the second of two required Plebe English courses, designed for those students who have validated HE-111. As a validator, you have already demonstrated the ability to write rhetorically effective and grammatically correct expository prose. In this course, you will have the chance to further develop your writing skills in response to many genres of literature, including literary theory, essays, short stories, plays, poetry, biblical stories, and novels, both prose and graphic.  As the course progresses, we will examine the characteristics of each of these genres, as well as how individual works blend these characteristics in interesting ways.
Throughout the semester we will also develop a central tenet of the course: that different texts comment on and complement each other, a “conversation” which goes back to the foundations of literature and extends to the present time. The class discussions and papers you will write are part of this developing conversation between the great ideas and great works of literature.

Reading Assignments: 

With a few exceptions, reading will be assigned for each class.  The reading assignments vary considerably in length, and all are challenging.  Annotate the text as you read!  Annotations will provide a basis for your comments/questions on the text.  They will also help you remember what you’ve read, and will provide a springboard for your response paragraphs and formal essays.  Please bring the assigned text to every class, as we will frequently refer to it during class discussions; you’ll be lost without it.
Class Participation:


An entirely subjective assessment by me of how engaged you are with the material we’re discussing.  I will judge your class participation by your willingness to listen to your instructor and classmates, to ask insightful questions, and to offer interpretations/theories of what the text means.  Your goal for every class should be to contribute meaningfully to our discussion in one of these ways.
Response Paragraphs:


These will usually be due at the beginning of every Friday’s class (see syllabus for specifics).  You are required to write a 200 word, typewritten, double-spaced paragraph that responds to the reading you’ve done that week in some way.  You may articulate one or more questions you have about the reading, or a response, objection, or any other kind of reaction you had to what you read.  The point of these response paragraphs will be to help you reflect on the reading you do.  
Formal Papers: 

You will write three formal papers during the semester. I will outline the requirements of each assignment separately.  I will evaluate each paper’s clarity of thought, cogency of argument, elegance of expression, and proper respect for tone, audience, and purpose, as well as its use of grammatically correct English.
Paper Presentations:

You will present one of your formal papers to the class.  Each presentation will last 5-10 minutes.  The presentations have a threefold purpose: first, they should help you clarify your own ideas about the paper you’ve written; second, they will allow you to exercise the very officer-like skill of public speaking; third, I hope you will gain a deeper understanding of the works we read by hearing how other students have treated the material.  Your presentation should focus on how you composed the paper, what central issue your paper addresses, how your paper handles this issue, and additional insights you have on the subject that you chose not to, for whatever reason, include in the paper.

Pre-Writing:


Before your essay is due, I encourage you to take it to the Writing Center for review and assistance.  Additionally, I am happy to review and provide feedback on as many rough drafts as you care to discuss.  This is an excellent way to avoid surprises when you receive your graded paper.  Don’t wait until the last minute!

Grades: 

Your grade will be computed as follows:

Formal papers:

80%

Response paragraphs:
10%

Class participation:
10%

Extra Instruction:

I am available and happy to discuss texts and papers with you outside of class.  Just send me an e-mail, talk to me after class, or drop by to schedule a time that is mutually convenient.  
Plagiarism:

Never forget that midshipmen are persons of integrity.  Read the “USNA Statement on Plagiarism,” which you will find on page 23 of your Plebe Academic Handbook (ACDEANINST 1531.111).  If, while writing your paper and trying to incorporate the thoughts or ideas of another person or another source, you have any questions about plagiarism, I will be happy to answer them for you.  You can also find information about plagiarism, including definitions and how to avoid it, at http://www.usna.edu/Library/reference/subjects/info-ethics/plagiarism.html.  

Your integrity is too valuable to risk on any assignment; if you are struggling, please ask someone you trust and respect for help.  If you resort to plagiarism, the consequences will be dire.
Course Syllabus

	Required Texts:
	
	

	Barnes, Julian
	A History of the World in 10 ½ Chapters
	Vintage
	978-0-679-73137-5

	Heaney, Seamus
	The Cure at Troy
	Farrar et. al.
	978-0-374-52289-6

	Heller, Joseph
	Catch-22
	Simon and Schuster
	978-1-451-62665-0

	McCloud, Scott
	Understanding Comics
	Harper Paperbacks
	978-0-060-97625-5

	O’Brien, Tim
	In the Lake of the Woods
	Mariner Books
	978-0-618-70986-1

	Pirandello, Luigi
	Six Characters in Search of an Author
	Penguin
	978-0-140-18922-3

	Spiegelman, Art
	The Complete Maus
	Random House
	978-0-679-40641-9

	Turner, Brian
	Here, Bullet
	Alice James
	978-1-882-29555-5


	Date
	In Class

	Mon
	22 Aug
	Course Introduction

	Wed
	24 Aug
	Understanding Comics, Chapters 1-3

	Fri
	26 Aug
	Understanding Comics, Chapters 4-7
**Response Paragraph #1 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	29 Aug
	Maus I, Chapters 1-2

	Wed
	31 Aug
	Maus I, Chapters 3-4

	Fri
	02 Sep
	Maus I, Chapters 5-6
**Response Paragraph #2 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	05 Sep
	No Class—Labor Day

	Tue
	06 Sep
	Maus II, Chapters 1-2

	Wed
	07 Sep
	Maus II, Chapters 3-5

	Fri
	09 Sep
	Springsteen, “Into the Fire,” “Nothing Man,” “Empty Sky,” “You’re Missing,” “Devils and Dust” (Handout)
**Response Paragraph #3 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	12 Sep
	Catch-22, Chapters 1-5

	Wed
	14 Sep
	Catch-22, Chapters 6-9

	Fri
	16 Sep
	Catch-22, Chapters 10-15
**Response Paragraph #4 Due**

	
	

	Mon
	19 Sep
	Catch-22, Chapters 16-19

	Wed
	21 Sep
	Catch-22, Chapters 20-23

	Fri
	23 Sep
	Catch-22, Chapters 24-27

**Response Paragraph #5 Due**

	
	

	Mon
	26 Sep
	Catch-22, Chapters 28-32

	Wed
	28 Sep
	Catch-22, Chapters 33-38

	Fri
	30 Sep
	LCDR Salinas, “How to Write a Paper” (Handout)
**Response Paragraph #6 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	03 Oct
	Catch-22, Chapters 39-42

	Tue
	04 Oct
	**Grades Due**

	Wed
	05 Oct
	Turner, “Verses in Wartime” (Handout)

	Fri
	07 Oct
	Paper Presentations

**Paper #1 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	10 Oct
	No Class—Columbus Day

	Wed
	12 Oct
	Turner, “A Soldier’s Arabic,” “The Baghdad Zoo,” “What Every Soldier Should Know,” “Here, Bullet”

	Fri
	14 Oct
	Turner, “2000 lbs.,” “Sadiq,” “9-Line Medevac”

**Response Paragraph #7 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	17 Oct
	Fowles, The French Lieutenant’s Woman, Chapter 13 (Handout)

	Wed
	19 Oct
	In the Lake of the Woods, Chapters 1-7

	Fri
	21 Oct
	In the Lake of the Woods, Chapters 8-14

**Response Paragraph #8 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	24 Oct
	In the Lake of the Woods, Chapters 14-18

	Wed
	26 Oct
	In the Lake of the Woods, Chapters 19-23

	Fri
	28 Oct
	In the Lake of the Woods, Chapters 24-31
**Response Paragraph #9 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	31 Oct
	Paper Presentations

**Paper #2 Due**

	Wed
	02 Nov
	Owen, “Dulce Et Decorum Est” (Handout); Dubrow, “Shabbat Prayer, On the Occasion of War,” “Surface Warfare” (Handout) 

	Fri
	04 Nov
	Aristotle, from Poetics (Handout)

	
	
	

	Mon
	07 Nov
	The Cure at Troy, pp. 1-45

	Tue
	08 Nov
	**Grades Due**

	Wed
	09 Nov
	The Cure at Troy, pp. 45-81

	Fri
	11 Nov
	No Class—Veteran’s Day

	
	
	

	Mon
	14 Nov
	Brecht, “A Short Organum for the Theater” (Handout)

	Wed
	16 Nov
	Six Characters in Search of an Author, Act One

	Fri
	18 Nov
	Six Characters in Search of an Author, Act Two
**Response Paragraph #10 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	21 Nov
	Genesis, Chapters 6-9; Jonah

	Wed
	23 Nov
	A History of the World in 10 ½ Chapters, “The Stowaway”

	Fri
	25 Nov
	No Class—Thanksgiving Break

	
	
	

	Mon
	28 Nov
	A History of the World in 10 ½ Chapters, “The Visitors”

	Wed
	30 Nov
	A History of the World in 10 ½ Chapters, “Shipwreck”

	Fri
	02 Dec
	A History of the World in 10 ½ Chapters, “Three Simple Stories”
**Response Paragraph #11 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	05 Dec
	A History of the World in 10 ½ Chapters, “Parenthesis”

	Wed
	07 Dec
	A History of the World in 10 ½ Chapters, “The Dream”

	Fri
	09 Dec
	Paper Presentations

**Paper #3 Due**

	
	
	

	
	
	No Final for HE-112V.  Enjoy your Christmas break!


