UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

HE 217:  Early Western Literature

Instructor:  
LCDR Jason A. Salinas

Office:
      
Sampson Hall Room 235
Office Phone:
x3-6233
Cell Phone:
(619) 675-3004

E-mail:
      
salinas@usna.edu

Web Page:
www.nadn.navy.mil/Users/english/salinas/SalinasHome.html
Course Overview:


HE-217 focuses on Western literature from its earliest manifestations in Ancient Greece and Judea between the 10th and 8th centuries B.C. to its continued evolution during the Golden Age of Athens in the 5th century B.C., its Roman and early Christian development, and through the rise of English in the Middle Ages.  A course that covers so many centuries is, by its very nature, limited to treating only a handful of the many extraordinary texts available.  This is a course wherein we will climb many mountains.  Many of the texts we’ll read are vast, sweeping epics, worthy of semester-long (or, really, lifelong) study.  It will often feel like we’re flying through the books; keep in mind that this course is introductory, designed to give you a broad sweep of early Western literature.


Additionally, the course should give you a feel for what it’s like to be an English major (even for those of you who aren’t).  Participating in class discussions, taking an objective, critical approach to the texts, listening to the ideas and points of view of others, and improving your writing are essential skills to being a successful English major and future officer, and you will have the opportunity to do all of these things in this course.

Reading Assignments: 

The central focus of the course is reading; it has been designed to provide you with a strong background in ancient and medieval Western texts, establishing a foundation for your continued studies in literature.  The assignments vary considerably in length, and all are challenging. Annotate the text as you read!  Annotations will provide a basis for your comments/questions on the text.  They will also help you remember what you’ve read, and will provide a springboard for your response paragraphs and formal essays.  Please bring the assigned text to every class, as we will frequently refer to it during class discussions; you’ll be lost without it.

Class Participation:


An entirely subjective assessment by me of how engaged you are with the material we’re discussing.  I will judge your class participation by your willingness to listen to your instructor and classmates, to ask insightful questions, and to offer interpretations/theories of what the text means.  Your goal for every class should be to contribute meaningfully to our discussion in one of these ways.
Response Paragraphs:


These will generally be due at the beginning of every Friday’s class (see syllabus for particulars).  You are required to write a 200 word paragraph that responds to the reading you’ve done that week in some way.  You may articulate one or more questions you have about the reading, or a response, objection, or any other kind of reaction you had to what you read.  The point of these response paragraphs will be to help you reflect on the reading you do.  

Formal Papers: 

You will be assigned three formal papers this semester.  I will outline the requirements of each assignment separately.

Paper Presentations:

In addition to writing formal papers, you will present one of your papers to the class.  Each presentation will last 5-10 minutes.  The presentations have a threefold purpose: first, they should help you clarify your own ideas about the paper you’ve written; second, they will allow you to exercise the very officer-like skill of public speaking; third, I hope you will gain a deeper understanding of the works we read by hearing how other students have treated the material.  Your presentation should focus on how you composed the paper, what central issue your paper addresses, how your paper handles this issue, and additional insights you have on the subject that you chose not to, for whatever reason, include in the paper.

Mid-Term and Final Exams:

There will be no mid-term exam.  The final exam will cover the entire course.  More information to follow.

Pre-Writing:


Before your essay is due, I encourage you to take it to the Writing Center for review and assistance.  Additionally, I am happy to review and provide feedback on as many rough drafts as you care to discuss.  This is an excellent way to avoid surprises when you receive your graded paper.  Don’t wait until the last minute!

Grades: 

Your grade will be computed as follows:

Formal Papers:

60%

Response Paragraphs:
10%

Class participation:
10%

Final Exam:

20%

Extra Instruction:

I am available and happy to discuss texts and papers with you outside of class.  Just send me an e-mail, talk to me after class, or drop by to schedule a time that is mutually convenient. 

Plagiarism:

Never forget that midshipmen are persons of integrity.  If, while writing your paper and trying to incorporate the thoughts or ideas of another person or another source, you have any questions about plagiarism, I will be happy to answer them for you.  You can also find information about plagiarism, including definitions and how to avoid it, at http://www.usna.edu/Library/reference/subjects/info-ethics/plagiarism.html.  

Your integrity is too valuable to risk on any assignment; if you are struggling, please ask someone you trust and respect for help.  If you resort to plagiarism, the consequences will be dire.
Course Syllabus

	Required Texts:
	
	

	Alter, Robert
	The David Story (1st and 2nd Samuel)
	Norton
	978-0-393-32077-0

	Homer
	The Odyssey
	Penguin
	978-0-143-03995-2

	Aeschylus
	The Oresteia
	Penguin
	978-0-140-44333-2

	Sophocles
	The Three Theban Plays
	Penguin
	978-0-140-44425-4

	Aristophanes
	The Frogs and Other Plays
	Penguin
	978-0-140-44969-3

	Virgil
	The Essential Aeneid
	Hackett
	978-0-87220-790-5

	Anonymous
	Beowulf
	Norton
	978-0-393-97508-2

	Dante
	The Inferno
	Norton
	978-0-393-97796-7

	Chaucer
	The Canterbury Tales
	Norton
	978-0-393-92587-6


Note:  You are required to have the listed edition of the text.  It is imperative that we have common translations, and I’ve specifically chosen these texts for their readability and clarity, and, in the case of The Canterbury Tales, to expose you to Chaucerian Middle English.

	Date
	In Class

	Mon
	22 Aug
	Course Introduction

	Wed
	24 Aug
	The David Story (1 Samuel 1-8)

	Fri
	26 Aug
	The David Story (1 Samuel 9-15)

**Response Paragraph #1 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	29 Aug
	The David Story (1 Samuel 16-31)

	Wed
	31 Aug
	The David Story (2 Samuel 1-12)

	Fri
	02 Sep
	The David Story (2 Samuel 13-24; 1 Kings 1-2)
**Response Paragraph #2 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	05 Sep
	No Class—Labor Day

	Tue
	06 Sep
	The Odyssey, Books I-IV 

	Wed
	07 Sep
	The Odyssey, Books V-VIII

	Fri
	09 Sep
	Springsteen, “Into the Fire,” “Nothing Man,” “Empty Sky,” “You’re Missing,” “Devils and Dust” (Handout)
**Response Paragraph #3 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	12 Sep
	The Odyssey, Books IX-XII

	Wed
	14 Sep
	The Odyssey, Books XIII-XVI

	Fri
	16 Sep
	The Odyssey, Books XVII-XX
**Response Paragraph #4 Due**

	
	

	Mon
	19 Sep
	The Odyssey, Books XXI-XXIV

	Wed
	21 Sep
	Agamemnon

	Fri
	23 Sep
	Paper Presentations

**Paper #1 Due**

	
	

	Mon
	26 Sep
	Agamemnon; The Libation Bearers

	Wed
	28 Sep
	The Libation Bearers

	Fri
	30 Sep
	Eumenides

**Response Paragraph #5 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	03 Oct
	Oedipus Rex 

	Tue
	04 Oct
	**Grades Due**

	Wed
	05 Oct
	Oedipus Rex; Antigone; Judges 11:29-40

	Fri
	07 Oct
	Antigone

	
	
	**Response Paragraph #6 Due**


	Mon
	10 Oct
	No Class—Columbus Day

	Wed
	12 Oct
	Frogs

	Fri
	14 Oct
	Frogs

**Response Paragraph #7 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	17 Oct
	Aeneid, Book 1

	Wed
	19 Oct
	Aeneid, Books 2-4

	Fri
	21 Oct
	Aeneid, Books 6-7
**Response Paragraph #8 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	24 Oct
	Aeneid, Books 8-9

	Wed
	26 Oct
	Aeneid, Books 10-12


	Fri
	28 Oct
	Paper Presentations

**Paper #2 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	31 Oct
	“The Dream of the Rood” (Handout)

	Wed
	02 Nov
	Beowulf, Lines 1-835

	Fri
	04 Nov
	Beowulf, Lines 836-1382

**Response Paragraph #9 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	07 Nov
	Beowulf, Lines 1383-2199

	Tue
	08 Nov
	**Grades Due**

	Wed
	09 Nov
	Beowulf, Lines 2200-3182

	Fri
	11 Nov
	No Class—Veteran’s Day

	
	
	

	Mon
	14 Nov
	Inferno, Cantos I-VI

	Wed
	16 Nov
	Inferno, Cantos VII-XIII

	Fri
	18 Nov
	Inferno, Cantos XIV-XX
**Response Paragraph #10 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	21 Nov
	Inferno, Cantos XXI-XXVII

	Wed
	23 Nov
	Inferno, Cantos XXVIII-XXXIV

	Fri
	25 Nov
	No Class—Thanksgiving Break

	
	
	

	Mon
	28 Nov
	Canterbury Tales, The General Prologue

	Wed
	30 Nov
	Canterbury Tales, Miller’s Prologue and Tale, “The Three Guests of Heile of Bersele”

	Fri
	02 Dec
	Canterbury Tales, Wife of Bath Prologue and Tale
**Response Paragraph #11 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	05 Dec
	Paper Presentations

**Paper #3 Due**

	Wed
	07 Dec
	Canterbury Tales, Pardoner’s Prologue and Tale

	Fri
	09 Dec
	Canterbury Tales, Chaucer’s Retraction; Tennyson, “Ulysses” (Handout); Merwin, “The Judgment of Paris” (Handout); Course Wrap-Up

	
	
	

	
	TBD
	Final


