UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

HE 112:  Introduction to Rhetoric and Literature II
Instructor:  
LCDR Jason A. Salinas

Office:
      
Sampson Hall 235 
Phone:  
      
Office: x3-6233
Cell Phone: 
(619) 675-3004
E-mail:
      
salinas@usna.edu
Course Overview:

HE-112 is the second of two required Plebe English courses that stress the writing of rhetorically effective and grammatically correct expository prose.  In this course, we will read poetry and novels, and write several short response paragraphs and four formal papers.  Each class will be a discussion, led by me in the Socratic manner, with the goal of understanding the text we’ve read while improving your rhetorical skills and your confidence that you can read, discuss, and understand anything.
Reading Assignments: 

With a few exceptions, reading will be assigned for each class.  The reading assignments vary considerably in length, and all are challenging.  Annotate the text as you read!  Annotations will provide a basis for your comments/questions on the text.  They also develop a central tenet of the course: that different texts comment on and complement each other, a “conversation” which goes back to the foundations of literature and extends to the present time.  The class discussions and papers you will write are part of this developing conversation between the great ideas and great works of literature. Please bring the assigned text to every class, because we will frequently refer to it during class discussions; you’ll be lost without it.
Handouts:


Handouts will be posted on Blackboard under “”Course Documents.”  You are required to print out, read, and bring to class the handouts listed on the syllabus.

Response Paragraphs:


These will usually be due at the beginning of every Friday’s class (see syllabus for specifics).  You are required to write a 200 word, typewritten, double-spaced paragraph that responds to the reading you’ve done that week in some way.  You may articulate one or more questions you have about the reading, or a response, objection, or any other kind of reaction you had to what you read.  The point of these response paragraphs will be to help you reflect on the reading you do.  I will not accept any response paragraphs that are late.

Formal Papers: 


You will write four formal papers during the semester.  I will outline the requirements of each assignment separately.

Class Participation:


An entirely subjective assessment by me of how engaged you are with the material we’re discussing.  I will judge your class participation by your willingness to listen to your instructor and classmates, to ask insightful questions, and to offer interpretations and theories of what the text means.  I will challenge what you say, and you will improve your ability to make a well-informed, well-reasoned argument.  Your goal for every class should be to contribute meaningfully to our discussion in one of these ways.
Grades: 

Your grade will be computed as follows:

Formal papers:


80%

Response paragraphs:

10%

Class participation:

10%

Extra Instruction:


I am available and happy to discuss texts and papers with you outside of class.  Just send me an e-mail, talk to me after class, or drop by to schedule a time that is mutually convenient.  This is an excellent way to avoid surprises when you receive your graded paper.  Don’t wait until the last minute!
Plagiarism:

Never forget that midshipmen are persons of integrity.  Read the “USNA Statement on Plagiarism,” which you will find on page 23 of your Plebe Academic Handbook (ACDEANINST 1531.111).  If, while writing your paper and trying to incorporate the thoughts or ideas of another person or another source, you have any questions about plagiarism, I will be happy to answer them for you.  
You can also find information about plagiarism, including definitions and how to avoid it, at http://www.usna.edu/Library/reference/subjects/info-ethics/plagiarism.html.  Your integrity is too valuable to risk on any assignment; if you are struggling, please ask someone you trust and respect for help.  If you resort to plagiarism, the consequences will be dire.
Course Syllabus

	Required Texts:
	
	

	e.d. Arp, Thomas
	Perrine’s Sound and Sense: 

An Introduction to Poetry
	Wadsworth
	978-1-4282-8970-3

	Bowles, Paul
	The Sheltering Sky
	Harper
	978-0-06-083482-1

	Diaz, Junot
	The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao
	Riverhead
	978-1-594-48329-5

	DeLillo, Don
	White Noise
	Penguin
	978-0-140-28330-3

	McCarthy, Cormac
	The Road
	Vintage
	978-0-307-38789-9

	McEwan, Ian
	The Innocent
	Anchor
	978-0-385-49433-5

	Satrapi, Marjane
	The Complete Persepolis
	Pantheon
	978-0-375-71483-2


Note 1:  Numbers in parentheses are the page numbers where the poems can be found in Perrine’s Sound and Sense.  

Note 2:  Readings for each date are due in class that day.

	Date
	In Class

	Tue
	10 Jan
	Course Introduction

	Wed
	11 Jan
	Understanding Comics, Ch. 2 (Handout)

	Fri
	13 Jan
	Understanding Comics, Ch. 3 (Handout)

**Response Paragraph #1 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	16 Jan
	**No Class--Martin Luther King Jr. Day**

	Wed
	18 Jan
	Persepolis, pp. 1-79 (through the end of “The Trip”)

	Fri
	20 Jan
	Persepolis, pp. 80-153 (through the end of “The Dowry”) 

**Response Paragraph #2 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	23 Jan
	LCDR Salinas, “Some Tips for Writing Formal Papers,” “Grammar 101” (Handouts)

	Wed
	25 Jan
	Persepolis 2, 1-91 (through the end of “The Veil”)

	Fri
	27 Jan
	Persepolis 2, 92 through end
**Response Paragraph #3 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	30 Jan
	Cummings, “l(a” (Handout); Frost, ”The Road Not Taken” (94)

	Wed
	01 Feb
	Collins, “The History Teacher” (130); Pastan, “Ethics” (40); Shelley, “Ozymandias” (125); Trethewey, “Southern History” (161)

	Fri
	03 Feb
	Donne, “The Flea” (178), “Break of Day” (34); Atwood, “Siren Song” (147); 
Collins, “Weighing the Dog” (113)

**Formal Paper #1 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	06 Feb
	The Sheltering Sky, Ch. I-VII


	Wed
	08 Feb
	The Sheltering Sky, Ch. VIII-XIV

	Fri
	10 Feb
	The Sheltering Sky, Ch. XV-XVIII
**Response Paragraph #4 Due**

	
	

	Mon
	13 Feb
	The Sheltering Sky, Ch. XIX-XXII

	Wed
	15 Feb
	The Sheltering Sky, Ch. XXIII-XXV

	Fri
	17 Feb
	The Sheltering Sky, Ch. XXVI-End

**Response Paragraph #5 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	20 Feb
	**No Class—President’s Day**

	Wed
	22 Feb
	Genesis 22 (Handout), Owen, “Parable of the Old Man and the Young” (Handout), “Arms and the Boy” (Handout); “Anthem for Doomed Youth” (238)

	Fri
	24 Feb
	Owen, “Dulce Et Decorum Est” (7); Hardy, “The Man He Killed” (27)
**Formal Paper #2 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	27 Feb
	The Road, pp. 1-89

	Wed
	29 Feb
	The Road, pp. 90-198

	Fri
	02 Mar
	The Road, pp. 199-287
**Response Paragraph #6 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	05 Mar
	Frost, “Nothing Gold Can Stay,” (201); Herrick, “To the Virgins, To Make Much of Time” (102); Shakespeare, “That time of year…” (250), “Shall I compare thee to a summer’s 

day?” (12)

	Wed
	07 Mar
	Keats, “Ode on a Grecian Urn” (278); Stevens, “Sunday Morning” (291)

	Fri
	09 Mar
	Frost, “Fire and Ice” (107); Tennyson, “Ulysses” (114); Hughes, “Suicide’s Note” (19)

	
	
	

	10-18 Mar
	**No Class—Spring Break**

	
	
	

	Mon
	19 Mar
	The Innocent, Ch. 1-6

	Wed
	21 Mar
	The Innocent, Ch. 7-11

	Fri
	23 Mar
	The Innocent, Ch. 12-16
**Response Paragraph #7 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	26 Mar
	The Innocent, Ch. 17-23

	Wed
	28 Mar
	Frost, “Birches (362),” “Design” (156), Dickinson, “Apparently with no surprise” (355), Blake, “The Lamb” (163), “The Tiger” (163)

	Fri
	30 Mar
	Thomas, “Fern Hill” (409); Arnold, “Dover Beach” (181)
**Formal Paper #3 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	02 Apr
	White Noise, Ch. 1-11

	Wed
	04 Apr
	White Noise, Ch. 12-19

	Fri
	06 Apr
	White Noise, Ch. 20-21
**Response Paragraph #8 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	09 Apr
	White Noise, Ch. 22-27

	Wed
	11 Apr
	White Noise, Ch. 28-34

	Fri
	13 Apr
	White Noise, Ch. 35-40
**Response Paragraph #9 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	16 Apr
	The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao, pp. 1-50

	Wed
	18 Apr
	The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao, pp. 51-99

	Fri
	20 Apr
	The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao, pp. 99-165
**Response Paragraph #10 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	23 Apr
	The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao, pp. 167-201

	Wed
	25 Apr
	The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao, pp. 203-261

	Fri
	27 Apr
	The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao, pp. 263-335

	
	
	

	Mon
	30 Apr
	Course Wrap-Up
**Formal Paper #4 Due**




No Final for HE112!
