UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

HE 222:  The Bible and Literature
Instructor:  
LCDR Jason A. Salinas

Office:
      
Sampson Hall 235 

Office Phone:
x3-6233

Cell Phone:       
(619) 675-3004

E-mail:
      
salinas@usna.edu

Course Overview:

It has often been remarked that the Bible is the most important book in Western Civilization that nobody seems to have read very much of. When it is read, the Bible has been and continues to be read as, alternately, the sacred scriptures of Judaism and Christianity, a guide to moral living, an accurate description of cosmological and biological genesis, a tendentious Near-East history, a book of wisdom, a hymnal, a self-help book, a code to describe the end of the world, a dietary guidebook, and dozens—if not hundreds—of other possible things. That so many readings are possible raises an understandable question: just what kind of book, exactly, is the Bible?

While no easy answers to this question are likely to be forthcoming, this course will seek to look at the Bible with fresh eyes by viewing it through the lens of literary analysis. Although we will examine many of the philosophical, moral, sociological, and historical modes of understanding the Bible, our primary method will be to read the Bible as we would read any other book, or rather, series of books: by examining plot, characters, themes, literary tropes (metaphor, simile, personification), and point of view. We will also examine the various literary modes present in the Bible, including myth, history, law, prophecy, poetry, novella, and biography, and explore how it has often been genre-creating rather than genre-conforming.  Finally, we will look at a handful of literary analogues to the Bible in order to gain at least a glimpse of how it has impacted literature over the centuries.

Every segment of the course will begin with a theoretical, historical, cultural, and literary-critical framework for reading that section of the Bible. These frameworks will be found in The Bible as Literature, as well as a selection of handouts I will give you. Then, we will read the Bible itself, followed by one or more derivative works. The course will culminate with John Milton’s Paradise Lost, an epic poem in English that stands as a monumental fusion of classical mythology and Biblical sources to, as Milton puts it, “justify the ways of God to man.”
Reading Assignments: 

We will not read the whole Bible. Instead, we will read selections that have, in my opinion, outstanding literary merit of one kind or another. While reading assignments vary considerably in length, most are fairly lengthy and all are challenging. The Bible is a tremendous, ancient text. Reading and studying it requires ambition and dedication. 
It also requires a significant grounding in the history, archaeology, and politics of the ancient Near East generally, and of ancient Palestine in particular, as well as an understanding of modern textual criticism, translation, and literary criticism. In addition to the reading indicated on the syllabus, I expect you to read the introduction to every book in the New Oxford Annotated Bible with the Apocrypha as we begin to read it. Finally, I draw your attention to the wealth of outstanding essays, timelines, etc. which can be found in the New Oxford Bible and in The Bible as Literature.  

As always, annotate the text as you read!  Annotations will provide a basis for your comments and questions on the text.  They will also help you remember what you’ve read, and will provide a springboard for your response paragraphs and formal essays.  Please bring the assigned text to every class, because we will frequently refer to it during class discussions; you’ll be lost without it.

Handouts:


Handouts will be posted on Blackboard under “”Course Documents.”  You are required to print out, read, and bring to class the handouts listed on the syllabus.
Response Paragraphs:


These will generally be due at the beginning of every Friday’s class (see syllabus for particulars). You are required to write a 200 word paragraph that responds to the reading you’ve done that week in some way. You may articulate one or more questions you have about the reading, or a response, objection, or any other kind of reaction you had to what you read. The point of these response paragraphs will be to help you reflect on the reading you do. I will not accept any response paragraphs that are late.
Formal Papers: 

You will be assigned three formal papers this semester. I will outline the requirements of each assignment separately.
Class Participation:


An entirely subjective assessment by me of how engaged you are with the material we’re discussing.  I will judge your class participation by your willingness to listen to your instructor and classmates, to ask insightful questions, and to offer interpretations and theories of what the text means.  I will challenge what you say, and you will improve your ability to make a well-informed, well-reasoned argument.  Your goal for every class should be to contribute meaningfully to our discussion in one of these ways.
Mid-Term and Final Exams:

There will be no mid-term exam. The final exam will cover the entire course. Details to follow.
Grades: 

Your grade will be computed as follows:

Formal Papers:

60%

Response Paragraphs:
10%

Class participation:
10%
Final Exam:

20%

Extra Instruction:


I am available and happy to discuss texts and papers with you outside of class.  Just send me an e-mail, talk to me after class, or drop by to schedule a time that is mutually convenient.  This is an excellent way to avoid surprises when you receive your graded paper.  Don’t wait until the last minute!

Plagiarism:

Never forget that midshipmen are persons of integrity.  If, while writing your paper and trying to incorporate the thoughts or ideas of another person or another source, you have any questions about plagiarism, I will be happy to answer them for you.  You can also find information about plagiarism, including definitions and how to avoid it, at http://www.usna.edu/Library/reference/subjects/info-ethics/plagiarism.html.  Your integrity is too valuable to risk on any assignment; if you are struggling, please ask someone you trust and respect for help.  If you resort to plagiarism, the consequences will be dire.
	Required Texts:  

	Gabel, Wheeler, et. al.
	The Bible as Literature
	Oxford University Press
	978-0195179071

	Buechner, Frederick
	The Son of Laughter
	Harper Collins
	978-0062501172

	Milton, John
	Paradise Lost
	Norton
	978-0393924282

	Lagervist, Par
	Barabbas
	Vintage
	978-0679725442

	e.d. Coogan, Michael
	New Oxford Annotated 
	Oxford University Press
	978-0195289596

	
	Bible with the Apocrypha
	


Note:  Readings for each date are due in class that day. If no chapters are indicated, please read the entire book, including the introduction.
Course Syllabus

	Date
	In Class

	Tue
	10 Jan
	Course Introduction

	Wed
	11 Jan
	The Bible as Literature, Ch. 1, 16, and 17

	Fri
	13 Jan
	The Bible as Literature, Ch. 2, 7, and Appendix 1


	Mon
	16 Jan
	**No Class--Martin Luther King Jr. Day**

	Wed
	18 Jan
	Genesis1-3; Proverbs 8; John 1:1-18

	Fri
	20 Jan
	Genesis 6-9; Zephaniah 1; Julian Barnes, “The Stowaway” (Handout) 
**Response Paragraph #1 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	23 Jan
	LCDR Salinas, “Some Tips for Writing Formal Papers,” “Grammar 101” (Handouts)

	Wed
	25 Jan
	Genesis 12-24

	Fri
	27 Jan
	Genesis 25-50

**Response Paragraph #2 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	30 Jan
	The Son of Laughter, Ch. 1-10

	Wed
	01 Feb
	The Son of Laughter, Ch. 11-20

	Fri
	03 Feb
	The Son of Laughter, Ch. 21-26
**Response Paragraph #3 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	06 Feb
	Exodus 1-24 and 31-34


	Wed
	08 Feb
	The Bible as Literature, Ch. 4; Joshua 1-11

	Fri
	10 Feb
	Poetry Handout #1
**Formal Paper #1 Due**

	
	

	Mon
	13 Feb
	Judges 1-8 and 13-16

	Wed
	15 Feb
	1 Samuel 1-15

	Fri
	17 Feb
	1 Samuel 16-31
**Response Paragraph #4 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	20 Feb
	**No Class—President’s Day**

	Wed
	22 Feb
	2 Samuel 1-12

	Fri
	24 Feb
	2 Samuel 13-24

**Response Paragraph #5 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	27 Feb
	1 Kings

	Wed
	29 Feb
	2 Kings 

	Fri
	02 Mar
	Ruth, Jonah
**Response Paragraph #6 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	05 Mar
	Esther

	Wed
	07 Mar
	Psalms 1, 2, 3, 6, 8, 10, 18, 23, 29, 88

	Fri
	09 Mar
	The Bible as Literature, Ch. 9; Proverbs 1-9

	
	
	

	10-18 Mar
	**No Class—Spring Break**

	
	
	

	Mon
	19 Mar
	Ecclesiastes

	Wed
	21 Mar
	Job 1-11, 29-31, and 38-42

	Fri
	23 Mar
	Poetry Handout #2
**Formal Paper #2 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	26 Mar
	The Bible as Literature, Ch. 11 and Ch. 14

	Wed
	28 Mar
	Mark 1-10

	Fri
	30 Mar
	Mark 11-16
**Response Paragraph #7 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	02 Apr
	Matthew 1-20

	Wed
	04 Apr
	Matthew 21-28

	Fri
	06 Apr
	Luke 1-18
**Response Paragraph #8 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	09 Apr
	Luke 19-24; John 18-21

	Wed
	11 Apr
	Barabbas, pg. 1-75

	Fri
	13 Apr
	Barabbas, pg. 76-144
**Response Paragraph #9 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	16 Apr
	The Bible as Literature, Ch. 10; Revelation

	Wed
	18 Apr
	Paradise Lost, Books I-II

	Fri
	20 Apr
	Paradise Lost, Books III-IV
**Response Paragraph #10 Due**

	
	
	

	Mon
	23 Apr
	Paradise Lost, Books V-VI

	Wed
	25 Apr
	Paradise Lost, Books VII-VIII

	Fri
	27 Apr
	Paradise Lost, Books IX-X

	
	
	

	Mon
	30 Apr
	Paradise Lost, Books XI-XII

	Wed
	02 May
	**Formal Paper #3 Due**
Final TBD


