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Cover Comments

First, let me proclaim how much I like the cover design! It’s beautiful. Math folks will

appreciate the way the left and right boundaries of the title and sub-title taper downward in

agreement with the perspective of the ceiling of the art gallery. I like the preponderance of

blues and greens throughout and the sharp yellow sub-title and flourish. As explained below,

the location of the mathematical expressions on the floor of the gallery scene is an excellent

(but I assume unintentional) idea.

I’d like to address two items. The first concerns the mathematical expressions. The

second is about the script font for the main title and author name.

1. Mathematical expressions. Here are correct versions for the two incorrect mathemati-

cal expressions in the pdf file of the cover sent to the author on 29 May, 2009:

(a)

gg(w) =

�

3w − 1

7

�

The denominator (“7") is centered. Also, note that the enclosing symbols are not

brackets; they lack a top strut. These mathematical symbols represent the “floor

function." So it’s entirely apt that they appear right on the floor of the artistic

scene!

(b)
�
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�

≤ gg(w) ≤ 2

�
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�

There is a factor of 2 in front of the expression on the right. Again, the enclosing

symbols are not brackets.

I like the idea of using the formula in (a) on the cover a lot. (It is a formula I discovered.)

The string of inequalities in (b) is less effective, I think. From a mathematical point of

view, it would be better to use the following expression instead:

g(w) =

�

w

3

�

(There is only one “g" in this formula.) This is “the art gallery formula," so it ties in

nicely with the cover art. My preference would be to display the two formulas as:

g(w) =
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�

gg(w) =

�

3w − 1

7

�

2. Script font. The script font is eye-catching, but I don’t think it is legible enough. For

instance, it looks like my name is spelled incorrectly; the “h" in my last name look like

a “b." Could we choose a less decorative font? One option is to use a larger, non-italic

version of the simple font currently used for the sub-title.

Another option is to choose a more legible calligraphic font for the title and author

name. I have attached a 2-page Microsoft Word file with four examples of such fonts.

The fonts in the attachment resemble the handwriting an artist would use to sign a

painting, which I think is a good effect for this title. I’m sure the JHU Press Art Depart-

ment has a host of similar fonts to choose from. These attached fonts have a rightward

slant, so perhaps the sub-title would need to be upright for contrast.

I’d like to thank the Art Department very much for the work and talent they’ve devoted to

this project. T. S. Michael
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