The Mathematata

Speak, O Guru: How can I become a Math Guru?

O Nobly Born: Know that the Way of the Mathematician is long and
winding and fraught with risks. Thouest must attune thyself with the rigors
of Logic and the Way of the Proof. Thouest must attain the arcane Knowl-
edge of Groups and Topology and of Hilbert spaces of Infinite Dimensions.
Yea and such an all-consuming Time and Energy Sink will greatly Imperil
thy Grade Point Average (if thou hast one) and thy Sex Life (if thou hast
one). But perservere O Larval One as Great Rewards beyond the Dreams of
the Irrational await thee.

This is the Way of the Serpent.

Speak, O Guru: What books should I study? Are the yellow
Springer Lecture Notes a good place to start? What about the
Bourbaki books?

O, Nobly Born: Know that the yellow Springer Lecture Notes are too
advanced for you. Knowest also that the understanding of the Great Books
of the Bourbaki, who is wise beyond mortal men, are on the path to True En-
lightenment. Though your aims are True and Good, The Books of Bourbaki
are too advanced for you, Little Butterfly. If thou truely desire the Path to
Wizardly Mathematical Wisdom, readest first the books of Rudin (Real and
Complex Analysis and Functional Analysis), Frahleigh (A First Course in
Abstract Algebra) and Rotman (An Introduction To Group Theory). Feedest
thou left brain with Bell’s Men of Mathematics and Mackey’s Unitary Group
Representations in Physics, Probability and Number Theory. Learneth these
works and then Study the Books of Bourbaki. Gainest all this knowledge and
much more but do not be lured into the Falsehoods caused by the Arrogant
Mind. Do not worship the Great Bourbaki but remember, O Young One,
Wizardry has no Total Ordering, so as in Everything, there will always be
Someone Smarter and Wiser than you.

This is the Way of the Owl.

Speak, O Guru: To attain True Mastery, how many proof must
I completely understand? How many papers must I publish?

O, Nobly Born: Knowest this O Young One, Mastery is not revealed by
mere studying and reading. To attain The Oneness with the Mathematical



Spirit one must earn it through Practice. The true Way of the Mathematician
is not through the passive and timid way of the Student but by the Way of
the Active Discoverer seaking the Undiscovered Truth. Yea, thou speaks
verily regarding publications - they are good and are worth Great Karma
but even they do not Promise the True Enlightenment. In thy calculations
and Searches for Proofs, be not afraid of Failure, O Young One. The Search
for a Proof is like a Great Hunt: Your Prey is Elusive and Great Cunning
is sometimes needed to Find it. Also remember, Little Butterfly, that your
Proof must be subjected to Deep Self-Examination and Self-Criticism. This
is an Art in Itself and must be Cultivated whenever possible. Be of Great
Confidence in your Discoveries and Compute that which has never been tried
before.

This is the Way of the Tiger.

Speak, O Guru: What of The Book of Erdos? Does it exist?

O, Nobly Born: Knowest this Little Butterfly: The Book of God’s most
Perfect Proofs of all Theorems does indeed exist but your faith in it will be
tested mightily. Do not let your belief waver and let the Faith in The Book
be with you always.

Speak, O Guru: What then is the True Path to Wizardhood?

O, Nobly Born: Learn and Seek knowledge and understanding within
yourself. Cultivate the Arcane Knowledge by the Way of the Owl, Develop
the Rigor of Logic by the Way of the Serpent, and Drink Deeply of the Waters
of the Method of the Proof by the Way of the Tiger. Practice these Great
Arts and Pass your Wisdom down to Others. If thouest doest these things
Faithfully and with all True and Good Intentions then, O Larval One, soon
thou shalt be called a Wizard.



