Handout 6 – Zip Code Dataset
Merging Business and Demographic Data
In MICRODEM unzip business data and save with name that reminds you what it is

Unzip demographic data and save with name that will remind you what it is

In Excel, edit demographic data as before and save as csv

Business data 

Zip codes are your linking field

You must remove all the geographic names by Edit Replace each letter in the alphabet and commas. Parens, and dashes so you are only left with zip codes

Look at the zip codes in business data – notice there are gaps as compared to the demographic data

We need to merge those data sets accurately

MICRODEM, Open, Database file without map

Open your first file (demographic).  This creates a dbf for the csv file

Open any map so that the database icon appears

Database load, to create a dbf out of your second (business) data set csv

Close 

Stats, link, set join on your demographic data set, with your business data set

It asks you the link fields

Report

Merged File

It shows you all the variable names in both sets

Select all, ok

It should eventually give you a table with all the correct zip codes lined up and all the variables

CSV button and save where you want it

In Excel get rid of columns you don’t want or need, any with commas, or repeat names

Save as csv and give it a name you can remember

Open zip code map

Database Load merged csv to create dbf

Close

Stats Link

DB by color field

Plot

