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1. Purpose. To publish a Laser Safety Program instruction for the United States Naval 
Academy (USNA) to prevent injury to personnel and material damage as a result of 
exposure to laser radiation . 

2. Cancellation. USNAINST 5100.138. This instruction is a complete revision and should 
be reviewed in its entirety. 

3. Scope. This instruction applies to all equipment and systems capable of producing (non
ionizing) laser radiation , including laser fiber optics, at the USNA. 

4. Background. The widespread use of lasers in both commercial and military applications 
has increased the probability of exposure to injury from laser operations. 

5. Definitions 

a. Laser Classifications. The four laser classifications range from Class 1 lasers, which 
are inherently safe for viewing under all conditions to Class 4, which require the strictest 
controls. Reference (a) contains details concerning laser classifications. 

b. Military Exempt Lasers. Lasers designed for actual combat, combat training 
operations, or classified for national security purposes, are exempt from compliance, except 
for the labeling and classification requi rements in reference (a) . Military exempt lasers will 
not be operated at the USNA. 

c. Laser Personnel. Those who work routinely in laser environments , included in this 
category are faculty teaching courses utilizing Class 3b, Class 4 lasers, and conducting 
laser-related research . Midshipmen conducting a laser-related independent study or 
Trident research projects are also included in this category. 



 



 



 



 


