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DEFCON 2022
During August, a group of Cyber Operation
majors and faculty members attended
DEFCON, one of the world's largest and most
notable hacker conventions.  There they
attended presentations and workshops on
cutting edge hacking technologies as well as
networked with other cyber security
professionals. 

While in Las Vegas for DEFCON, they attended
the Cyber Security Women of the Year (CSWY)
gala.  CSWY awards are tributes to female
cybersecurity and privacy professionals leading
the industry and making a difference through
their work and dedication to a safer digital
ecosystem.  This year 2ndLt Lucy Ackerman,
USNA '22, was honored with the Cybersecurity
Woman "Raising Star" of the Year 2022 award. 

CAPT Paul Tortora and National Cyber Director Chris Inglis with Cyber Ops 2022 graduates at the White House.

Professor Avinash Srinivasan had the opportunity to attend a 3-day workshop organized by National Security Agency Centers of Academic Excellence
(CAE) in Cybersecurity community. The “Scenario-Based Learning Workshop” was hosted by the Center for Cybersecurity at University of West Florida in
Pensacola, FL. The workshop focused on furthering the participating 4-year and 2-year CAE institutions’ faculty members’ scenario-based teaching tools
and techniques on Threat Intelligence. Participants were introduced to the tools, processes, and knowledge to produce new scenarios that meet the
demands of a very fluid cybersecurity training field. Reflecting on his experience, Professor Srinivasan noted that the introduction of dockers, especially
for scenario-based teaching of cybersecurity in Industrial Control Systems, was the highlight of the workshop.

CAE Events
This summer, two Cyber Science faculty members
had the opportunity to attend CAE events as
representatives from USNA. CDR Croteau
attended the 2022 CAE in Cybersecurity
Community Symposium in Atlanta, GA.  There are
almost 400 schools that have been granted a CAE
designation, and many sent a representative to
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Cyber Workforce & Education Summit
In July, National Cyber Director Chris Inglis hosted a Cyber Workforce & Education Summit at
the White House, focusing on building the nation’s cyber workforce, improving skills-based
pathways to cyber jobs, educating Americans so that they have the skills they need to thrive in
our increasingly digital society, and improving Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Accessibility
(DEIA) in the cyber field.  Stakeholders and leaders from government, industry, non-profits,
and academia attended the summit as the idea of using an "All-Many-Few" approach for
tackling greater national cyber awareness.  The "All-Many-Few" model is currently used at
USNA starting with all 4/C taking Introduction to Cyber Security. 

A handful of Cyber Ops 2022 graduates had the unique opportunity to help out with this
event.  CAPT Paul Tortora, the Deputy Assistant National Cyber Director and Director of the
Center for Cyber Security Studies at USNA, enlisted the TAD Ensigns and 2nd Lieutenants to
assist with logistics, escorting senior officials, and acting as dedicated note takers during very
senior roundtable discussions.  

For more information on this event, click here to read the fact sheet from the White House.

this annual event where there were many presentations about the various initiatives that the
National Centers of Academic Excellence in Cybersecurity (NCAE-C) program has sponsored,
such as  developing curriculum and resources for schools throughout the country to use to
help train more cyber professionals to fill the >500k project cyber job gap in the US. USNA is
one of only 21 schools whose program has achieved a Center of Academic Excellence in Cyber
Operations (CAE-CO) designation. The current CAE-CO Community of Practice (COP) leaders
led a discussion about what has changed in requirements and mapping of Knowledge Units to
Course Objectives over the last year.

CAPT Paul Tortora and 2ndLt Lucy Ackerman at the
Cyber Security Women of the Year gala.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/07/21/fact-sheet-national-cyber-workforce-and-education-summit/


BRAVO ZULU!

GETTING TO KNOW OUR FACULTY: LCDR Maryanne Luck
LCDR Maryanne Luck joined the Cyber Science Department in Fall 2021.  Upon her arrival at USNA and with a reputation for getting things done,
she immediately immersed herself in the department. This included taking the lead on social engagements for the department as well as taking
over as Internship Coordinator.  In addition to teaching, she has really become involved in mentoring midshipmen and takes great pride in that
responsibility and growing those relationships.

Favorite movie: Muriel's Wedding

Favorite holiday: I love Thanksgiving, it's completely 
about the food.

One surprising fact about you: I was an exchange 
student in High School and I lived in Poland before 
joining the Navy to be a Russian Linguist, and I speak 
five foreign languages.

Last book you read for pleasure: Chaos, Charles 
Manson, the CIA, and the Secret History of the Sixties; 
by Tom O'Neil

Best piece of advice you've ever been given: Sit at the 
table, make them ask you to move.

Best part of my job at USNA: It's always going to be the 
students. Everyday I get to shape the future of the Navy and 
mold its future leaders; there is nothing better than this.

Most memorable day/moment so far at USNA: Attending 
the Homecoming: Returned with Honor lunch. It was a great
reminder of why I serve and how much sacrifice has been 
made to defend what I stand for, every single day.

Proudest accomplishment: My children. 

The Cyber Science newsletter is moving to a quarterly release

Israel - The 2022 Cyber LREC to Israel hosted seven midshipmen,
ranging from rising youngsters to firsties, for three weeks. With home-
base established at Tel Aviv University, the midshipmen were able to
complete a one-credit course in National Israel Cybersecurity
Strategy and several day trips that included UNESCO World Heritage
sites at Masada National Park, White City of Tel Aviv, and Bahá’i Holy
Places in Haifa. Food, delicacies, markets, coffees, beaches, arts, and
tours that included camel rides were just some of the cultural
experiences that will result in memories that will last a lifetime.  
Industry engagement 
with Check Point 
Software Technologies,
 headquartered in Tel 
Aviv, Israel, provided 
business insights as 
well as real-world cyber 
threats and analysis. 
Engagement with 
senior-level managers 
at Check Point 
applied the knowledge 
and critical thinking attained in courses across the Cyber Operations
major and provided a brief insight into challenges that corporate
executives and cybersecurity leaders face when deciding to leverage
cybersecurity technologies and cyber threat intelligence solutions
provided by Check Point. Later on in the trip, a rare opportunity was
provided at the Israel Naval Academy to engage with Israeli naval
cadets, sharing stories and experiences between life in Annapolis and
life in Haifa, service selection processes, and a tour of the facilities
with an insider perspective in various training programs the cadets
undergo.

UK - CAPT Paul Tortora and 
LCDR Joseph Hatfield, Ph.D. 
led a group of seven 
midshipmen on a LREC trip 
to England, visiting London,
 Portsmouth, Bletchley Park, 
and Cambridge. The 
midshipmen heard from some 
of the foremost leaders and 
experts from government, 
intelligence, military, academia
 and commercial cyber 
sectors. The group attended 
site visits and briefs with the Ministry of Defense (MOD), the
Government Communications Headquarters (GCHQ) and the U.K.'s
National Cyber Security Centre, the Portsmouth Naval base and the
HMS PRINCE OF WALES. Visits to historical and cultural sites were also
included, ranging from the Imperial War Museum, the HMS VICTORY,
and the Cambridge University historical library. While at the
Cambridge American Cemetery, the midshipmen were given the
distinct honor of lowering the flag at the end of the day. 

Midshipmen aboard HMS VICTORY.

LREC group at Check Point Software Technologies.

Midshipmen Abroad
This summer, Cyber Warriors had opportunities to go on faculty-led Language Proficiency, Regional Expertise, Cultural Awareness (LREC)
trips around the world.  Below are some highlights from just two of the trips led by Cyber faculty members.

LREC group at the Ministry of Defense

Professors William Casey and Tony Melaragno
presented at the 20th IEEE International
Conference of Dependable Autonomic and
Secure Computing that took place in Calabria,
Italy.  They presented two papers; the first titled
Change Point Detection with Machine Learning
for Rapid Ransomware Detection and the
second, which was primarily written by former
Midshipmen Chloe Vonderlinden and Joe
Walton, with Professors Casey and Melaragno
titled - The Visualization of Ransomware
Infection.  

Professor Dane Brown has been working as a coach for the
US Cyber Team.  During the first season, he was the Red vs.
Blue Coach and travelled with the team to Athens Greece
where the team took bronze in the International Cyber
Security Challenge this past June. In September they
travelled to Vienna, Austria for the European Cybersecurity
Challenge.  They placed second as guests in the
competition.  The US Cyber Team is composed of top
cybersecurity athletes that represent the US in global
cybersecurity competitions.  Professor Brown has been
promoted to Assistant Head Coach for the season two
team.


