
cyber science 
USNA Department Newsletter

1/C Weiss showing off her painting of the Blue Angels
she created during art therapy.  

1/C Weiss and CAPT Tortora outside of the White House. 1/C Weiss ringing the bell signifying the end of
treatment.

On April 27, 2022, I went to BMU for a flight physical which was required to take part in my aviation cruise for the
upcoming summer. Among other things, the physical required a chest x-ray. When the images were taken, a large
mediastinal (the area between the lungs) mass could be seen.  The very next day I was sent to Walter Reed for a
CT scan which provided a better understanding of the size and location of the mass. From May 1-3, I was
admitted to Walter Reed for a needle biopsy of an enlarged lymph node as well as a PET scan. I decided to return
to USNA to take my final exams both because the results would take a week to come back and to distract me
from the stress I felt regarding my potential diagnosis (because the only thing more frightening than a cancer
diagnosis is a USNA final exam.) On May 9, 2022, I was officially diagnosed with Hodgkin's Lymphoma Stage IIa.
On May 12, 2022, I had my first of 12 rounds of chemotherapy. 

1/C Weiss showing off her PICC sleeve
at the Ring Dance this past spring.

1/C Weiss at a Navy football game
with friends.

D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2  |  V O L .  1 2

Cyber Warrior Overcomes Cancer
1/C Maya Weiss, Cyber Operations major, has been on convalescent leave during the summer and fall semester.  In her own words below,
MIDN Weiss describes her fight against cancer.

While I initially considered heading back home to Los Angeles for treatment, I decided
to stay at Walter Reed for the duration of my treatment (roughly six months) for a few
reasons. First, my team at Walter Reed (including several doctors and nurses, as well as
my social worker and art therapist) gave their all to ensure that I would receive the
best care both medically and emotionally. Second, I wanted to be close to my friends
and mentors at USNA and being able to see them throughout my treatment really was
the best medicine for me. Their support allowed me to keep my head up and know that
there was a light at the end of the tunnel. I had chemotherapy every two weeks and
while I was sick for several days after the sessions, in my off-weeks I was grateful to be
able to explore the DMV area and make trips to Annapolis to visit with friends. I would
like to shout out CAPT Tortora for securing me a meeting with the National Cyber
Director and a tour of the White House this summer!

I had my final chemotherapy session on October 19, 2022, and I "rang the bell" signifying the end of treatment on November 4, 2022. I am
currently home in Los Angeles soaking up the sun and spending quality time with friends and family (including my dog, of course).
Something I have really missed is living down the hall from my best friends and am quite excited to return to the yard. I am also eager to get
back to singing with the Glee Club and preparing for our annual spring tour. After USNA, it is my dream to become a Navy Pilot! I will be a
December grad so I will find out my service assignment in November 2023. I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has
supported me throughout this journey. The Cyber Science Department team and students have been so helpful and encouraging and I can't
wait to return to my fellow cyber warriors.

1/C Ben Kwong, Cyber Operations major, was recently selected as a Rhodes Scholarship recipient.  He is the
United States Naval Academy's 55th Rhodes Scholar.  1/C Kwong plans to pursue a Master of Science degree in
Sustainability, Enterprise and the Environment at Oxford University.  He selected Naval Aviation and will
attend flight school once his studies at Oxford are complete.  Bravo Zulu Ben!

Cyber Ops Major Selected for Rhodes Scholarship



BRAVO ZULU!

Happy holidays and we will see you in the New Year!

On Tuesday 29 NOV 2022 the USNA Cyber Security
Team (CST) hosted Dr. TJ O'Connor, USMA '99, who
leads the cybersecurity program at the Florida
Institute of Technology. He previously served as a
career Army Cyber Officer with several USNA
faculty members @ Fort Meade. He presented a
lecture and challenge problem for the team on
Binary Exploitation (BINEX) where team members
had to hack into remote control cars and drive
them into a taped off area. We appreciate the
lesson and dedication Dr. O'Connor and his
students shared with the USNA CST! 

On Tuesday, November 29, 2022 the USNA Cyber
Security Team (CST) hosted Dr. TJ O'Connor (USMA
'99) who leads the cybersecurity program at the
Florida Institute of Technology. He previously served
as a career Army Cyber Officer with several USNA
faculty members at Fort Meade. He presented a lecture
and challenge problem for the team on Binary
Exploitation (BINEX) where team members had to hack
into remote control cars and drive them into a taped
off area. We appreciate the lesson and dedication Dr.
O'Connor and his students shared with the USNA CST! 

Members of the Women in Cybersecurity and Computing
(WiCC) club attended the 2022 Grace Hopper Celebration in
Orlando, Florida.  The midshipmen had a great time networking,
going to breakout sessions, and visiting the Expo site that
hosted many different companies.

Dr. Dane Brown and ENS Adrian Schalk
(USNA '22) presented a paper titled
"Analysis of Vulnerabilities in Satellite
Software Bus Network Architecture" at
MILCOM 2022 in Washington DC.  This
year the theme of MILCOM 2022 was
“Transforming Decisions Making through
Joint All-Domain Command and Control
(JADC2)”, building technology pillars in
secure communications, resilient
networks, multi-domain operations,
artificial intelligence and machine
learning.  

Professor William Casey and three
midshipmen attended a
Threatcasting: Microtargeting and
Data Protection workshop at the
University of Texas in Austin, TX.
The premise of workshop was to
collectively imagine the threat
landscape 10 years in the future.
Professor Casey and the
midshipmen met with many
government, academic and
industry leaders and researchers.
The feedback from the
midshipmen was that this was a
very enriching opportunity!  

30 midshipmen along with faculty were invited to attend the
2022 MANDIANT mWISE Cybersecurity Conference. They
spent two fun filled (yet very packed) days at the Washington
Hilton learning about the cyber threats that our nation faces
today and how we are partnering with industry in order to
take a more holistic approach to those challenges.  Students
were also invited to attend the ELEVATE Luncheon – Women
on the Rise in Cyber Security, focused on accelerating the
development and recruitment of women in cybersecurity,
which featured Jenn Lim, author of Beyond Happiness.  Our
midshipmen had a rare opportunity to receive insights from
leaders within the cybersecurity specialty and real world
context for the threats we, as a nation, are facing within the
cyber domain as well as real-world application and solutions.

The USNA Class of 2023 has 51 Cyber Operations Majors.
The major continues to place its Firsties in a wide variety of
service assignment communities. Given that this major is
highly interdisciplinary, we also see that our midshipmen fit
well in all of the different service communities available
upon graduation and commissioning. In addition, the
communities where they end up serving benefit from our
graduates who not only have passed the rigors of the Naval
Academy but who also understand the complexity and
threats of the cyber domain. With the expected creation of
a dedicated Cyber designator for the Navy in the upcoming
NDAA, we also believe that our Cyber Operations majors
will be a natural fit for the new designator while continuing
to fit well in all of the other communities and enhancing the
warfighting capabilities across all platforms in the Navy and
Marine Corps.


