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CYBER SCIENCE'S NEW HOME:
HOPPER HALL

While Leahy Hall will always be memorable to us as our first home, the
Cyber Science Department is excited to have moved into our brand
new home shown above, Hopper Hall.  Named after computer
programming pioneer Rear Admiral Grace Hopper, Hopper Hall is a
state of the art interdisciplinary facility, primarily for those
departments with academic fields that have a shared nexus in cyber
(Cyber Science, Center for Cyber Security Studies, Computer Science,
Electrical & Computer Engineering, and Weapons, Robotics, and
Control Engineering) . It is the first new academic building at the Naval
Academy in over 40 years. As such, innovation and the ability to adapt
to technological advances is part of the building design, as well as
towards project based learning experiences for all.  Given that the two
required Cyber Security courses for the entire Brigade of Midshipmen
will both be taught in Hopper Hall commencing this year, every
Midshipman will spend two semesters coming in and out of Hopper
Hall during their studies.  Additionally, Hopper Hall has USNA's first
Top Secret/SCI classified space, which will allow deeper discussion and
analysis of cyber operations, as well as professional development for
cleared Midshipmen.  

"They told me computers could only do arithmetic." 
                      - Rear Admiral Grace Hopper

The Cyber Science Department is pleased to
present our first newsletter.   Our bi-monthly
newsletter will feature what's happening  in
our department, allow you to get to know our
awesome faculty a bit better, catch up with
our alumni, highlight accomplishments of all
our cyber warriors (midshipmen, faculty, staff,
etc.), and more.   For our  first  newsletter, we
talk about the move from our  first  home to
our new home, learn more about  one of
our  first  faculty hires, and see how his Cyber
Operations degree has helped one of the
(now) Lieutenants from our  first  graduating
class of 2016.   Feel free to share this
newsletter with others and if you have
feedback or input on what you want to see in
the newsletter, just drop an email to  cyber-
science-newsletter-group@usna.edu.

FROM THE CHAIR

- Chair, Team Cyber
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Announcement:  Don't forget that applications for the summer Cyber LRECs are due 28 September!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grace_Hopper


Jeff Kosseff

After graduating from USNA in May of 2016 as the first ADM Grace Hopper Distinguished Graduate, ENS Dannelly attended
the University of Cambridge on the Gates Scholarship. While there, ENS Dannelly studied at the Judge Business School
receiving a Masters in Technology Policy. His research focused on the wider impacts that Artificial Intelligence and Machine
Learning (AI/ML) would have for governmental organizations. This program was followed with an additional opportunity at
Stanford University where ENS Dannelly earned a Masters in Technology Engineering, where he also served as a graduate
assistant focusing his research on Natural Language Processing. He immediately applied this education serving as a
Warfighter In-Residence with the Defense Innovation Unit, where he engaged with multiple military stakeholders to develop
business cases around leveraging cutting edge ML and Cyber technologies to help solve DoD problem sets.  Concluding his
educational endeavors, LTJG Dannelly helped to co-found and lead the Naval Algorithms project under the Chief of Naval
Personnel. This group explored the ability to apply data science fundamentals to the Navy’s dynamic manning and
force/talent management portfolios.

LTJG Dannelly reported to National Security Agency and was selected to support the creation of the new Cybersecurity
Directorate. He is a plankowner of the Defense Industrial Base (DIB) office and served as the first Chief Data Scientist for
the organization. In this role, he oversaw the creation of new frameworks and methodologies to interact with and share data
amongst DoD and DIB partners. LT Dannelly transferred to the Cyber Warfare Engineering Community in February of 2020.

LT Dannelly continuously seeks collateral opportunities to apply his ML expertise. These have included serving as the
Intelligence Community’s representative to the White House’s Subcommittee on Artificial Intelligence’s Data Working Group.
His contributions to this group during its response to the COVID-19 pandemic earned him the Armed Forces Service Medal.

LT Dannelly lives with his wife Jasmine Curtis in the Shaw neighborhood of DC with their dog Monty. He endeavors to pour
back into his community serving as a mentor for the Marcy Lab School which provides an alternative pathway into high-
growth tech careers for underrepresented and underserved youth.

ALUMNI UPDATES
FROM THE FIRST GRADUATING CYBER OPS CLASS

LT ZAC DANNELLY, USNA CLASS OF 2016

Congratulations to VADM Timothy "TJ"
White, USNA '87, who is retiring from the
Navy after 33 years of faithful service.
VADM White's final tour was Commander,
U.S. Fleet Cyber Command / U.S. TENTH
Fleet (FCC/C10F) and he was a key leader
for the Information Warfare Community
(IWC). The Cyber Science Department
extends its sincere gratitude for his
continuous support of our department and
major through our adjunct partnership
with FCC/C10F, internships, summer
cruises, and many other ways.   His
leadership will be missed by the Navy and
the IWC.  Fair winds and following seas,
Admiral!

FAIR WINDS AND
FOLLOWING SEAS

One surprising fact about you:  I've played
the guitar since I was nine
What you think you would be doing if you
weren't teaching at USNA: Practicing law 
Most memorable day/moment so far at
USNA: My first day teaching, when the
midshipmen stood at attention and I didn't
know what was happening
Proudest accomplishment: Raising a
wonderful, kind daughter, Julia, who is
entering first grade
Favorite family recipe:   Chocolate peanut
butter cheesecake 
Favorite holiday: Halloween

Last book you read for pleasure:   The
Collected Stories of Lydia Davis
Favorite movie: Mr. Smith Goes to
Washington
What would you sing at karaoke night: 
I wouldn't
Hobbies: Running, biking with my daughter
Favorite vacation spot: Cinque Terre, Italy
If you were a superhero, what powers
would you have: Functioning on no sleep
Very first job: Customer
service at a Kmart in 
New Jersey

GETTING TO KNOW ONE OF OUR FIRST
FACULTY: JEFF KOSSEFF

When the Cyber Science Department was born in 2015, only two tenure-track faculty were
hired.  One of those faculty was Jeff Kosseff.  One of the nation's leading experts in cyber law
and policy, a fantastic teacher, revered scholar,   and valuable asset to our department, we
thought it would be fun to get to know him beyond his impressive resume:

2016: MIDN 1/C Dannelly (3rd from left) with President Obama, CAPT(Ret)
Tortora and other Cyber Ops MIDN 2020:  LT Dannelly with wife Jasmine

https://www.navy.mil/Leadership/Biographies/BioDisplay/Article/2236210/vice-admiral-timothy-white/

