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CALLED TO SERVE SPEAKER SERIES

MR. INGLIS

After winning the annual National Security Agency (NSA) Cyber Exercise (NCX)
in 2018, the U.S. Naval Academy is the NCX Champion once again in 2021.
Twenty-eight midshipmen from USNA's Cyber Security Team (CST), across all
four years (2021, 2022, 2023, 2024), including fifteen Cyber Operations
majors, participated in (dominated) this year's NCX cyber competition.  

The 2021 NCX took place 8-10 April. After being cancelled in 2020 due to
COVID-19, NCX, normally held in person, was held virtually this year for the
first time ever.  Our CST operated out of the Hopper Hall War Room,
competing against twelve other organizations and more than 200 students,
including the other U.S. Service Academies (except U.S. Air Force Academy),
Senior Military Colleges, and select NSA employees in their developmental
programs.  

Each year, the various modules of the cyber competition are changed. This
year's modules focused on Forensics, Policy, Cryptography, and Reverse
Engineering, culminating in the live Cyber Combat Exercise, which is an
attack-and-defend capture-the-flag scenario done in real time against the
other competitors. USNA provided three teams (creatively named
JohnPwnJones, Y33tFl33t, HopperRoppers) for every module except the Policy
module and performed quite impressively in all of them, taking 1st, 2nd, and
3rd in Forensics, 4th in Policy, 1st and 2nd in Cryptography, 1st and 3rd in
Reverse Engineering, and 1st and 3rd in the Cyber Combat Exercise.

The NCX is designed to help educate, train, and test the cyber skills of
midshipmen, cadets, and other participants, as well as foster teamwork,
planning, communication, and decision-making.  NCX was full of learning and
a rousing success for all those that participated.

If you are a Midshipman (any major) and not already 
part of the CST, we highly encourage you to join. 
Beyond NCX, the CST competes in numerous other 
cyber competitions throughout the year and has a 
lot of fun learning and training together. If you want 
more information about the CST, please contact 
the new CST President, MIDN Christian Rose, or Vice
President, MIDN Kade Heckel.

Congratulations again to our Cyber Security Team for
winning the 2021 NSA Cyber Exercise!
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NCX CHAMPIONS ONCE AGAIN THANK YOU TO OUR 
SPECIAL GUESTS

Thank you to the following special guests
who visited and spoke to our SY402 MIDN
this semester!

CAPT Ann Casey, USNA '97, Commanding
Officer of Navy Cyber Warfare Development
Group

Marcus Fowler, USNA '97, Director of
Strategic Threat, Darktrace 

Ron Ross, USMA '73, National Institute of
Standards and Technology (NIST) Professor
Emeritus and key NIST thought leader/author

Chris Kubecka, noted cyber security thought
leader, author, and speaker, who is well
known for leading the response to the Saudi
Aramco hack

Ron and Cyndi Gula, President and Managing
Partner of GulaTech Adventures



Jeff Kosseff

TEAM CYBER SHOUT OUTS AND AWARDS

One surprising fact about you: I'm highly
evolved because I only had two wisdom
teeth... or I lack wisdom, you decide.
Most memorable day/moment so far at
USNA: Graduation, May 26th, 1999
Proudest accomplishment: Fatherhood
Favorite family recipe: Homemade Mustard 
Last book you read for pleasure:
Sandworm by Andy Greenberg
Favorite movie: Kingdom of Heaven
What would you sing at karaoke night:
Cruisin' (and only if my wife was singing too)
If you were a superhero, what powers
would you have? Teleportation to cut down
on my commute from Alexandria, VA

Hobbies: Wood Working, Golf, Hunting
Favorite holiday: Easter
Favorite vacation spot: Europe (in general)
Very first job: Cart-boy at a golf course
Best piece of advice you've ever 
been given: If you don't have time to do it
right the first time, what makes you think
you'll have time to do it again later?
If you could pick up a new skill in an
instant, what would it be?  Piano, because
who enjoys lessons?
If you won the lottery, what's the first
thing you'd do? I'd ask my wife, "What's the
first thing you want to do with this money?"

In our last newsletter, you learned a bit more about our current Associate Chair. This month you get to know CDR Ike Stutts
a little better as he prepares to become our Associate Chair in June. It won't be his first time as an Associate Chair as he held
this role in the Weapons, Robotics, and Control Engineering Department for 18 months (2016-7) prior to heading to Auburn
University to earn his PhD in Industrial and Systems Engineering. Commissioned (USNA '99) as a Naval Aviator, he came to
the Cyber Science Department as one of our first two Permanent Military Professors in the summer of 2020. Learn more
about our soon-to-be new Associate Chair:

GETTING TO KNOW OUR FACULTY: 
CDR IKE STUTTS

CDR Stutts and his family

Congratulations to the Class of 2021 Cyber Ops MIDN!
Don't forget to submit your alumni contact info here so we can keep you in the loop.

Congratulations to MIDN 1/C Nick Walden for winning the Class of
1966 Award, which is given to the Cyber Ops major with the highest
OOM. He received a laptop as the award.

Congratulations to MIDN 1/C Byron Gallagher for winning the Dr.
Jack London Award, which is given to the Midshipman who has
exhibited excellence in the study of Cyber Security. Consideration
was given to academic and military standing and the recipient must
have concluded a comprehensive essay or project and
demonstrated scholarship in such activities as original research,
publications, speeches, conference participation, or internships. This
award is a ceremonial sword.

Congratulations to MIDN 2/C Jennifer Coleman for winning the
Admiral R. Larson Women's Basketball Award.

Congratulations to MIDN  1/C Daniel Butchko and CDR Brien
Croteau. Their paper was accepted to IEEE International Conference
on Communications.

Shout out to MIDN 1/C Mary Margaret West (Cyber Ops) who
partnered with MIDN 1/C Sloane Yates (English) to do some
incredible work on an interdisciplinary independent research project
about resilience/grit in SEAL training.

Congratulations to the 2/C Cyber Ops MIDN who are pursuing
Voluntary Graduate Education Programs (VGEP): MIDN Daniel
Beverly, MIDN Cam Cook, MIDN Adeline Geoghahan, and MIDN
Dylan Larkin.

Congrats to MIDN 1/C Jonah Ong who has been accepted to go to
Naval Postgraduate School via the "Aviation Stash" program to study
Cyber Systems and Operations.

Congrats to all of the Cyber Ops majors who were selected for
Immediate Graduation Education Programs (IGEP): MIDN Alexander
Douglas, MIDN Anthony Perry, MIDN Nick Walden, MIDN Ryan
Grady, MIDN Barnave Seguy, and MIDN Juliet Yu.

Congratulations to LTJG John Trezza and ENS Sam Teplov, Cyber
Ops '18 and '19 respectively, for their recent cyber competition wins
during NSA's Armed Forces and National Police Week (10-14 May). 
 LTJG Trezza won first place in NSA's first-ever Cyber Treasure Hunt.
He also captained the "Forged by the C" team, that included ENS
Teplov, which won the 8-hour continuous live-fire computer
network attack and defend cyber competition among 13 teams.

Congratulations to MIDN 2/C Chase Lee, who was selected as a
2021 Truman Scholar.

Congratulations to 1/C MIDN Amy Luttges for winning the Brainerd
Award. The Brainerd Award is presented to the midshipman who
has contributed most to strengthen the Honor Concept within the
Brigade.

Congrats to MIDN 1/C Bobby Wall for winning The Society of the
Cincinnati of Maryland Commodore Joshua Barney Prize and for
being named as a Chief of Naval Operations Distinguished
Midshipmen Graduate.

Congrats to our NAAA Senior Award Winners: MIDN Alec Loehr,
MIDN Luke Loehr, MIDN John Schoenewolf, MIDN Karoline Nease,
MIDN Margaret Lane, MIDN Tina Li, MIDN Ariana McKenzie, MIDN
Monet Salizar, MIDN Bobby Wall, MIDN Andrew Shashin, MIDN
Molly Swiger, MIDN Grace Vandegrift, and MIDN Nick Walden.

Congratulations to MIDN 1/C Bart Winn for being the first Cyber
Ops major selected for Space Force.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfJ94hxcA3G1t0KLii44C2aS1pccDkrqPE9L4tlg5kvNsQGlg/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://scholarship.in/


CREATING CYBERPUNK MIDS
 
“Cyberspace: a consensual hallucination experienced daily by billions of legitimate operators, in every nation, by children being taught

mathematical concepts ... A graphical representation of data abstracted from the banks of every computer in the human system.
Unthinkable complexity. Lines of light ranged in the non-space of the mind, clusters and constellations of data.”

                                                                                                                                                                - William Gibson, Neuromancer, 1984

     The USNA English department knows cyberspace is the midshipmen’s present tense. One of the most notable qualities
about English at the US Naval Academy (one of the original six academic departments in 1845), is the department’s unwavering
midshipmen-first mentality. Midshipmen know this from the moment they step into required Plebe English classes, and the
faculty work tirelessly to bridge the two cultures of humanities and sciences with a keen eye on the multi-discipline role we all
play in developing military officership and scholarship. The English department leadership consistently strives to offer our
exciting, timely, and challenging upper-level courses to all majors across the yard. Regardless, having a Navy Cryptologist (CDR
Erin Meehan) serve in the Academy’s English Department to teach literature may seem a bit odd, but it is also, quite possibly,
timely. Cryptologists have recognized the complexity of our business, the convergence of culture and technology in the
digitized battlespace, for decades. In fact, this recognition sparked efforts to enhance cyber-related curriculum and mindsets at
the Academy, resulting in core cyber thought for each midshipman, regardless of major or service selection. Naturally, the
design of HE360 Cyberpunk: Neuromancer to Little Brother needed to be a collaboration between many professors in the English
department and the Navy Cryptologists and Cyber experts throughout the yard. The process started in 2019 and
recommendations flooded in, with even flag officers, including the Commander of US Fleet Cyber Command, offering their own
suggestions and encouragement. Cyberpunk may not sound familiar, but it has served as a way to visualize and experience the
digitized world for over 40 years. 

     To begin the semester, we had to quickly learn the cyberpunk language for use in the classroom. Based on Philip K. Dick’s
1968 science fiction novel, Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?, the Blade Runner movies kicked us off by immediately disrupting
our assumptions about what is artificial and what is organic (what is human). The course sequenced early works like Blade
Runner with Blade Runner 2049 and the graphic novel Analog before reading the seminal work, Neuromancer by William Gibson.
Considered one of the greatest works of science fiction, the 1984 Neuromancer can also be a dense, complicated environment
to enter. The students struggled occasionally with the rich prose as well as the early 1980s hacker culture imprint on the
characters. Despite the struggle they naturally paused to ask what their own “jacking in” is. After Neuromancer, we were able to
deepen our study of what it means to be posthuman (and the origin of the word “cyber” by studying cybernetics and alien life)
as told by Bruce Sterling in his Schismatrix Plus short stories. The modification of the natural world comes to life in Sterling’s
stories of shapers and mechanists— two factions altering the human form through different means, but for the same reason of
competition for resources. 

     These works prepared us for our research block in the semester. Cory Doctorow’s young adult novel Little Brother is a take
on a post 9/11-like San Francisco environment where the government and society clash in the areas of privacy and surveillance.
The students were also tasked with analyzing the Clint Smith poem “the drone” in order to discuss what lethality looks like in
artificial intelligence, machine thought, or autonomous technologies. Although a kind of magic started on day one of this class,
it was the pairing of English major with non English major to discuss high-end machine creation for the purpose of lethality that
added a sobering effect of their own futures in uniform. With that flash of reality, as told through Smith’s poem, we approached
our nonfiction work, Sandworm (recent historical examinations of Russian cyber activity), with the same sobriety.  Snow Crash by
Neal Stephenson, a sort of demi-god within Navy Cryptology circles, pushes the reader, through a parody of our virtual
existence, to consider the literal connection between physical/organic/real space and the Metaverse. A critical component of
cyberpunk literature is the theme of the “other” in a computer, data, cyberspace-enabled existence. Stephenson is potentially
unmatched in this regard. Navy Cryptologists and English professors influenced every step of this semester. Whether it was
English Professor Jason Shaffer recommending the graphic novel Analog to bridge challenging imagery used in Gibson’s novel,
English Professor Shirley Wong recommending scholarly articles to supplement the techno-orientalism in cyberpunk, or CAPT
James Caroland, Chair of Cyber Science, reaffirming the choices of Snow Crash, Little Brother, and Blade Runner because of how
they impact his own role in cyberspace, the connective tissue across departments has only grown—and the midshipmen
notice. 

     What came to be exceeded all expectations. This must be credited to the midshipmen embracing the subject matter,
pushing themselves in thought and discussion. Our team of 24 midshipmen had all completed core English classes and core
Cyber classes. Thousands of pages have been read and over 10,000 words written by each student, and we still need more
time! The sophistication of discussion and questions was lauded by many of our guest lecturers, and even surprised the mids
themselves. Eye-watering effects such as an English major describing event horizons, used in Neuromancer, in technical,
theoretical, and literary terms was certainly a high point. The powerful meticulousness of our poetry analysis segment with
Smith’s “the drone” poem is another. Our explorations in class spanned hacker-culture, racism, ROM vs RAM AI, violence,
corporation and government relationships, boundaries within cyberspace, and the notion of what is human in this artificial
space (or is it artificial!?). Oh, and we dabbled a bit in preparing our mindsets for the current war in cyberspace. This is perhaps
most exciting because of the role the first-class midshipmen took on in class. Work after work, Cyber, EE, Math, and English
majors alike jumped into graduate-level seminar discussions, led by these very soon to be officers entering a cyber-saturated
fight. #cyberpunkmids


