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Members of the Visiting Committee Dr. Ashley Podhradsky, CAPT (Ret) Sean Heritage, and Dr. Blair Taylor.  Photo courtesy of Dr. Podhradsky

Welcome to the 60 new Cyber Warriors from the class of 2025!

As we prepare to graduate our seventh Cyber Operations major class and with our ABET re-accreditation coming up in a couple years, the Cyber Science
Department held its very first Periodic External Review 2-3 March 2022.  The goal of the review is to improve the quality of academic experiences provided to
midshipmen. In our case, this applies to the Cyber Operations major and core cyber curriculum.  

We were excited to land three academic and/or operational experts in the cyber field to be part of our Visiting Committee:  Dr. Ashley Podhradsky, Dr.
Blair Taylor, and CAPT(Ret) Sean Heritage. Dr. Podhradsky is currently the VP for Research and Economic Development and Professor of Digital Forensics
at Dakota State University and brought a wealth of cybersecurity experience. We want to especially congratulate Dr. Podhradsky for her selection as one
of 120 contemporary women innovators in STEM for the #IfThenSheCan Exhibit. Her full-size 3D-printed statue was on display at the National Mall. Dr.
Taylor is an Associate Professor in the Department of Computer and Information Sciences at Towson University who has won multiple awards for
teaching and being a tech leader. CAPT(Ret) Heritage (USNA '92) had a distinguished 27 year career as a Cryptologic Warfare Officer which included
commanding the Navy Cyber Defense Operations Command and a stint at the Defense Innovation Unit in Silicon Valley.

The Visiting Committee spent two full days talking to faculty, staff, and midshipmen about our programs. Many of the guiding questions we asked them
to consider came from these same individuals over the past couple years and involved updating our curriculum, ensuring the best pedagogical practices,
aligning our core cyber courses, recruiting and retaining more amazing faculty, engaging midshipmen more interactively, and other topics.

We thank the esteemed Visiting Committee for their time and we look forward to receiving their final report with their recommendations to make
USNA's cyber programs even better.
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OUR FIRST EXTERNAL REVIEW: IMPROVING USNA'S CYBER PROGRAMS

Cyber Security Team Wins SANS NetWars Academy Cup Championship
The USNA's Cyber Security Team (CST) won the SANS NetWars Academy Cup Championship that took place 17-18 March.  The annual SANS NetWars
Academy Cup Championship is a unique event tailored exclusively to cadets and midshipmen at the US Service Academies (USMA, USAFA, USNA,
USCGA).  Their coach, Dr. Dane Brown of the Cyber Science Department, and the midshipmen below spent their Spring Break representing USNA with
their elite cyber skills and brought home the win. They are a combination of Cyber Operations and Computer Science majors:

Team 1
MIDN 2/C Jack Metcalf
MIDN 2/C Hans Cabrera
MIDN 3/C Michael Huizenga
MIDN 3/C Jonathan Behling
MIDN 3/C Meaghan Cyr

Team 2
MIDN 2/C Noah Hollar
MIDN 3/C Erin Bell
MIDN 3/C Ivan Bajceta
MIDN 3/C Xoua Thao
MIDN 4/C Stelios Boyaci

Their names and team name will be engraved on the NetWars Academy Cup traveling trophy. The engraved trophy will be shipped to USNA for display.
Additionally, USNA qualifies to compete in the 2022 US DoD Services Cup in December 2022.  Congratulations to the team!



LT Tom Rooney ('17) and his wife LT 
Elizabeth Rooney ('17, METOC Officer)

GETTING TO KNOW OUR FACULTY: Professor Ellis Fenske

Are you related to anyone famous? Genetically, I think nobody, but
my "mathematical ancestor", the PhD advisor of my PhD advisor of my
PhD advisor...(10x) was Poisson.

Most memorable day/moment so far at USNA: In 2019 I got to take
4 Midshipmen to Stockholm to present our research work. I'm really
proud of the paper and it was wonderful to introduce the students to a
bunch of privacy researchers.

If you could pick up a new skill in an instant, what would it be?
Easy! Wish for more wishes - I'd pick the ability to learn any new skill in
an instant. Also guitar.

Last book you read for pleasure: "The Weil Conjectures" it's a
beautiful little book about the lives of a pretty incredible sister/brother
poet/mathematician pair.

What would you sing at karaoke night? Did it pretty regularly while
I was in graduate school - a friend would make me sing Pearl Jam
every time because he was sure everyone from Seattle could do the
Eddie Vedder voice.

One surprising fact about you: I used to be an on-air DJ at the most
popular Seattle Top-40/dance radio station under a pseudonym.

 Alumni Profile: LT Tom Rooney ('17) - From Cyber Ops Major to CNO's Strategic Briefer

With almost five years in the Fleet, LT Rooney has been busy using his skills and experiences as a Cyber Operations
major to succeed as a Naval Intelligence Officer. In 2018, he was assigned to Naval Special Warfare Command’s
Intelligence Directorate.   After completing the Air Force Personnel Recovery Intelligence Formal Training Unit   in
October of 2019, he reported to Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron FOURTEEN (HSC-14) in San Diego, CA. At HSC-14 he
served as the Squadron Intelligence Officer, Command Security Manager, and the Automated Data Processing Division
Officer. While at HSC-14, h e also supported joint exercises PACIFIC SENTRY 20-2 as a Flag Intelligence Watch Officer
for Carrier Strike Group THREE, and SOUTHERN STRIKE as the Joint Intelligence Support Element’s Air-Ground Liaison.
During workups for the USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN STRIKE GROUP, LT Rooney served as the CARRIER AIR WING NINE
Mission Manager throughout AIR WING FALLON, and COMPTUEX.
  

There is no doubt that LT Rooney will continue to make positive impacts on the Fleet as an Intelligence Officer. 

We recently requested an intelligence brief on the Russia-Ukraine conflict, which was held in our Classified Education and Research Facility (CERF) lecture
hall and delivered to a packed house, which included the Supe and Dant. We were pleasantly surprised when the briefer showed up and it was none
other than LT Tom Rooney, a Cyber Operations major (and Mandarin Chinese minor) alumni from our second graduating class in 2017. Not surprisingly,
LT Rooney delivered a superb brief, as he currently works in the Chief of Naval Operations – Intelligence Plot (CNO-IP) located at the Pentagon where he
is assigned as a Strategic Briefer in order to provide the Chief of Naval Operations, Secretary of the Navy, Director of Naval Intelligence and the highest
levels of Navy leadership with timely and accurate intelligence.

Very first job: Waiter at a retirement
home.

Favorite family recipe: Raspberry
pavlova

Hobbies: Board games, kayaking, pub
trivia (before COVID, at least!)

Currently on sabbatical, Professor Jeff Kosseff recently published his third book, The United States of Anonymous. He explores how the right
to anonymity has shaped American values, politics, business, security, and discourse, particularly as technology has enabled people to
separate their identities from their communications. His book weighs the tradeoffs between the right to hide identity and the harms of
anonymity, concluding that we must maintain a strong, if not absolute, right to anonymous speech. We look forward to our prolific
author's return to the Yard in the fall!

PROFESSOR KOSSEFF RELEASES NEW BOOK

MENTORSHIP AND NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES FOR MIDSHIPMEN
As we celebrate Women's History Month, Cyber Science wants to highlight the Naval Academy Women's
Network (NAWN) and the related efforts of MIDN 2/C Maya Weiss, a Cyber Ops major. NAWN cultivates
mentorship, sponsorship, and allyship through events and opportunities such as Lean In Circles, Speed
Mentoring, and the Military Life Symposium. These events, which are open to Midshipmen of all genders,
equip Midshipmen to navigate their careers as leaders and reinforce a climate of mutual respect across
gender. The Network provides Midshipmen access to a diverse team of officers from every community
allowing mentorships to form organically. 

MIDN Weiss has been involved with the NAWN Executive Steering Committee to help coordinate events and
reach out to officers both on and off the Yard. She took the lead on planning this Spring Semester's Speed
Mentoring event which introduced MIDN to a diverse team or mentors in rapid succession with an
opportunity to network immediately after. In past events, officers from the Cyber Science Department or
Cyber Center such as CDR Croteau, LCDR Paramadilok, LCDR Luck, and Major Serrano as well as officers from
the Information Warfare communities including RADM (Ret) Becker, CDR Meehan, and LT Chock have
mentored Midshipmen. Through these relationships they are able to learn about the communities and hear
about potential career paths through the experience and knowledge of these officers. Thanks for your
initiative Maya!

For more information on NAWN and future events, visit usna.edu/WomensNetwork/ or the Naval
Academy Women's Network Facebook page.

CYBER SHOUTOUTS

BRAVO ZULU!

MIDN 1/C Hanna Prince was selected
as an alternate for the Critical
Language Scholarship. More than 71
applications were submitted from
USNA for the highly competitive
summer study abroad program. 

MIDN 1/C Breanna Mealer won the
long jump while setting a school
record at the Patriot League Indoor
Championship, helping contribute to
a Navy win.

MIDN 1/C Vinny Motzel participated
in the finals of the 81st Brigade
Boxing Championship and defended
his 195-pound title. He received the
Emerson Smith Sportsmanship
Award.

After several years in industry and then receiving his Ph.D. in Mathematics from Tulane University, Dr. Ellis Fenske joined the Cyber Science
Department in 2018. He has taught several of our most technical courses, our core cyber course, and his fun elective on Anonymous
Communication. He is widely praised for his ability to simplify technical and difficult topics. Get to know him better:

http://usna.edu/WomensNetwork/

