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How this will work
● What do we mean by open access and information privilege?

● Open personas

● Small group conversations



Three ways to look at ourselves
- Consumers of information



Three ways to look at ourselves
- Producers of information



Three ways to look at ourselves
- Teachers



Small group question
Think of a recent example from your own experience for each persona

What information have you:

● Consumed?

● Produced?

● Taught?



Information privilege
“The concept of information privilege situates information literacy in a sociocultural context of justice 
and access. Information as the media and messages that underlie individual and collective 
awareness and knowledge building; privilege as the advantages, opportunities, rights, and 
affordances granted by status and positionality via class, race, gender, culture, sexuality, occupation, 
institutional affiliation, and political perspective.”

-Char Booth, On Information Privilege

“The affordance or opportunity to access information that others cannot”

Hare & Evanson (2018). Information Privilege Outreach for Undergraduate Students

https://infomational.com/2014/12/01/on-information-privilege/
https://doi.org/10.5860/crl.79.6.726


Small group questions
When have you been affected by information privilege as a:

● Consumer of information?

● Producer of information?

● Teacher?

What factors/privileges contributed to your scenarios?



Follow the money
Governments and institutions (and private foundations) fund research work

That work is published and sold for a fee

Scholarly publication costs rise each year (~6-8%) and user agreements are 
often restrictive

Library funding is flat or cut

What happens next?





What is Open Access?
“By ‘open access’ to this literature, we mean its free availability on the public 
internet, permitting any users to read, download, copy, distribute, print, search, or 
link to the full texts of these articles, crawl them for indexing, pass them as data to 
software, or use them for any other lawful purpose, without financial, legal, or technical 
barriers other than those inseparable from gaining access to the internet itself. The only 
constraint on reproduction and distribution, and the only role for copyright in this 
domain, should be to give authors control over the integrity of their work and the 
right to be properly acknowledged and cited.”

-Budapest Open Access Initiative, 2002

https://www.budapestopenaccessinitiative.org/read


Another definition
“Open Access is the free, immediate, online availability of research articles 
coupled with the rights to use these articles fully in the digital environment.”

-SPARC - Open Access

https://sparcopen.org/open-access/


How prevalent is OA?
“We estimate that at least 28% of the scholarly literature is OA (19M in total) 
and that this proportion is growing, driven particularly by growth in Gold and 
Hybrid. The most recent year analyzed (2015) also has the highest percentage 
of OA (45%)”

“Accounting for age and discipline, OA articles receive 18% more citations than 
average, an effect driven primarily by Green and Hybrid OA”

Piwowar, H. et al (2018).



The OA Rainbow
Gold OA: Articles are published in an “OA journal,” a journal in which all articles are open directly 
on the journal website. Sometimes there is an article processing charge involved.

It is when research is, upon publication, immediately free for everyone to read and use 
(depending on the license).
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archive. The articles may be the final published versions or accepted manuscripts. An embargo 
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It is a version of a subscription article which is also free for everyone to access, usually after a 
period of time.





The OA Rainbow
Gold OA: Articles are published in an “OA journal,” a journal in which all articles are open directly on the 
journal website. Sometimes there is an article processing charge involved.

It is when research is, upon publication, immediately free for everyone to read and use (depending on 
the license).

Green OA: Green articles are published in a subscription journal, but self-archived in an OA archive. The 
articles may be the final published versions or accepted manuscripts. An embargo period may apply.

It is a version of a subscription article which is also free for everyone to access, usually after a period of 
time.

Hybrid OA: Some subscription journals offer authors the option to publish their articles as Gold 
OA for a fee.

One journal may have 3 articles that are free to read and use and 3 that require a subscription or 
payment to view in the same issue.





OA Misconceptions
Open access articles aren’t peer reviewed

Open access information is lower quality



Retraction Watch



OA and consuming information
Getting rid of (or around) the paywall legally

- Unpaywall.org and the Unpaywall browser extension

http://unpaywall.org
http://unpaywall.org
https://unpaywall.org/products/extension
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OA and consuming information
Getting rid of (or around) the paywall

- Unpaywall.org and the Unpaywall browser extension

Sources for open scholarship

- PLoS
- arXiv
- SocArXiv
- Directory of Open Access Journals
- Defense Technical Information Center’s PubDefense
- Interlibrary Loan via Nimitz Library (not OA, but don’t forget about it)

http://unpaywall.org
https://unpaywall.org/products/extension
https://www.plos.org/
https://arxiv.org/
https://socopen.org/
https://doaj.org/
http://pubdefense




OA and producing information
Funder mandates

- DoD, NSF, DoE, Gates Foundation, etc.
- SPARC Federal Agency article and data sharing requirements

Personal choice

- Publish in an OA journal or choose the OA hybrid option
- Look to grant funding and USNA Faculty Development Fund for $

- Deposit your work in a repository
- Share your data
- Look closely at author agreements

http://datasharing.sparcopen.org/
https://sparcopen.org/our-work/author-rights/brochure-html/




OA as teachers
Open educational resources / textbooks / pedagogy

Incorporate open resources into your assignments

- What are you saying with requirements like “library resources only”?

Create sharing opportunities for student projects



Small group questions
- What responsibility do we have, if any, to change the current disparity in 

information access?

- What steps might you take toward incorporating open practices as an 
information consumer, information producer and teacher?

- When might open access be harmful?



Thank you!
Kelly Durkin Ruth

Engineering Librarian

durkinru@usna.edu
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