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PROTOCOLAPPLICATION 
EXEMPT
 
Please submit this form to the Academy's HRPP Office if you believe your research fits into one of the exempt research categories. If you are unsure please contact the USNA HRPP Office or refer to the Academy's HRPP Policy Manual at http:// intranet.usna.edu/HRPP/hrpp_procedure_manual.php for more information.
 
Only complete applications can be reviewed for action. Contact information for the Academy's HRPP Office is 410-293-2533 or HRPPoffice@usna.edu.
PART I: BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
The principal investigator can be USNA faculty, staff, administrators, or midshipmen.   
FOR ACADEMY’S HRPP OFFICE USE ONLY: 
Required attachments of all protocols: 
PART II: EXEMPT CATEGORY DESIGINATION 
Please identify the category or categories that apply to your research, including the appropriate subcategories as indicated. To help in making an accurate determination of whether your research is exempt, pay close attention to the special notations provided. If your research involves procedures that do not fall into one of these categories below, it is not exempt and you should switch to Form 2 for expedited or full review.
(ii)  For the purpose of this provision, benign behavioral interventions are brief in duration, harmless, painless, not physically invasive, not likely to have a significant adverse lasting impact on the subjects, and the investigator has no reason to think the subjects will find the interventions offensive or embarrassing. Provided all such criteria are met, examples of such benign behavioral interventions would include having the subjects play an online game, having them solve puzzles under various noise conditions, or having them decide how to allocate a nominal amount of received cash between themselves and someone else. 
(iii) If the research involves deceiving the subjects regarding the nature or purposes of the research, this exemption is not applicable unless the subject authorizes the deception through a prospective agreement to participate in research in circumstances in which the subject is informed that he or she will be unaware of or misled regarding the nature or purposes of the research.
III. Screening Questions
A. General questions
										Yes	No
Does your research project involve any procedures or activities that are not included in one of the categories in Part II?
Does your research involve the use of any materials/instruments that might be considered sensitive, threatening, or offensive?
Does your research involve the use of any procedures that could impose stress or expose participants to risks beyond what they encounter in everyday life?
Is your research classified or likely to be classified?	
If you answer yes to any of the questions in Part III.A, your project is not exempt. Stop and switch to Form 2 to apply for expedited or full review.
IV. Supporting Materials Checklist
Please check any of the following that apply to your research and attach copies of these materials to your application.
										Yes	No
1. Surveys, tests, or questionnaires
2. Interview questions or interview guide
3. Observation checklist or guide
4. Recruitment letters, advertisements, etc.
5. Informed consent documents or oral scripts
V. Research Description
 
Your exemption application must include a description of your project that addresses the
following questions. Please address each question in the space provided.
 
Your research description must provide sufficient information to determine if your project meets all criteria for exemption as outlined in Federal Regulations. Thus, it is important that you respond to each question carefully and thoroughly.
 
*****************************************************************************
NOTE: Principal investigators must refrain from starting any data collection activity or solicitation of participants on a human subject research project until after the PI has received a project approval number, in writing, from the
USNA HRPP office. 
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