
Section 24: Projects Conducted by Midshipmen (Research, Capstone, and Design) 

24.1  At the United States Naval Academy, midshipmen participate in a variety of project-
oriented experiences as part of the academic curriculum. These include, but are not limited to, 
research project courses, Trident Scholar Program projects, Bowman Scholar Program projects, 
capstone project investigations, and design projects. 
 
a.  In general, the investigations conducted within the midshipman research project courses, 
the Trident Scholar Program, and the Bowman Scholar Program meet the definition of research, 
as they are systematic investigations intended to produce generalizable knowledge.  Midshipman 
research projects, the Trident Scholar Program, and the Bowman Scholar Program projects are 
managed at the Naval Academy through the academic curriculum (as xx495-496 courses or as 
xx58# courses, respectively). In the project courses and in the Trident/Bowman Scholar projects, 
the midshipman is the lead investigator and he/she is mentored by one or more USNA faculty 
members.    
 
b.  In general, investigations in the capstone and design courses do not fall under the 
definition of research in the Common Rule. Investigations in these courses are more properly 
described as classroom- or laboratory-based projects or demonstrations, with the student efforts 
focused on investigating or revalidating known concepts and/or principles.  As a result, 
classroom- or laboratory-based projects or demonstrations are generally not reviewed by the 
USNA IRB.  An exception, however, is when the project obtains information through interaction 
or intervention with individuals or obtains private identifiable information about individuals who 
are not participants in the capstone or design course.  In these cases, the policies and procedures 
defined in this manual apply. 
 
24.2  Midshipmen and Faculty Responsibilities 
 
a.  In capstone and design courses, the course instructor must satisfy the following 
requirements for any project that obtains information through interaction or intervention with 
individuals or obtains private identifiable information about individuals who are not participants 
in the capstone or design course: 
 

1.  Request a determination from the USNA IRB as to whether the proposed project 
constitutes research with human subjects, using the procedures outlined in Section 13 of this 
policy and procedure manual. 
 

2.  If the proposed project is determined to be research with human subjects, submit a 
research protocol for review by the USNA’s IRB and subsequent approval by the 
Superintendent, using the procedures outlined in Section 17 of this policies and procedures 
manual. 
 

3. Ensure that no research activities involving human subjects take place prior to the 
receipt of a determination of non-research from the USNA IRB or the receipt of written 
notification of the results of the USNA IRB review and subsequent approval by the 
Superintendent of the research protocol, as appropriate. 

 



4.  If the proposed project is determined to constitute research with human subjects, 
comply with all applicable federal, state and local laws, regulations, and SECNAV and USNA 
instructions that relate to the protection of the human subjects and the data about them, as 
summarized in this policies and procedures manual. 
 
b.  When a proposed Trident/Bowman Scholar Program project or project in a research 
project course conducted by midshipmen involves the use of information obtained through 
interaction or intervention with individuals or obtains private identifiable information about 
individuals,  the student-researcher and his/her faculty mentor(s) must jointly satisfy the 
following requirements: 
 

1.  Request a determination from the USNA IRB as to whether the proposed project 
constitutes research with human subjects, using the procedures outlined in Section 13 of this 
policy and procedure manual. 
 

2.  If the proposed project is determined to be research with human subjects, submit a 
research protocol for review by the USNA’s IRB and subsequent approval by the 
Superintendent, using the procedures outlined in Section 17 of this policies and procedures 
manual. 
 

3. Ensure that no research activities involving human subjects take place prior to the 
receipt of a determination of non-research from the USNA IRB or the receipt of written 
notification of the results of the USNA IRB review of and subsequent approval by the 
Superintendent of the research protocol, as appropriate. 

 
4.  If the proposed project is determined to constitute research with human subjects, 

comply with all applicable federal, state and local laws, regulations, and SECNAV and USNA 
instructions that relate to the protection of the human subjects and the data about them, as 
summarized in this policies and procedures manual. 
 
c.  In all cases, it is expected that the methodologies used in projects, surveys and focus 
groups involving human subjects and/or the data about human subjects follow accepted scientific 
practices, that the proposed projects have scientific merit, and that appropriate precautions are 
taken throughout all of the activities of the project to minimize the risks to the human subject 
participants and to safeguard and protect the data about the human subjects.  All projects must be 
conducted in a manner that is consistent with the principles of the Belmont Report and the ethical 
standards appropriate to the discipline. 
 


