
Section 27: International Research 

 Often conducting international research involves managing multiple sets of regulations, 
policies, and customs: those of USNA, the host country, the community where the research will 
take place, and possible collaborating institutions. It is essential to have sufficient knowledge of 
the local research context, i.e., socioeconomic, political, and cultural factors to be able to design, 
carry out, review, and approve research in a way that protects the rights and welfare of the 
subjects.  
 
27.1 When the research involving human subjects is being conducted in a foreign country 
whose laws and regulations are applicable to that research, USNA shall confirm that all 
applicable national laws and requirements of the foreign country have been met in addition to the 
requirements in reference (i) of Enclosure (1).   
 
27.2 The USNA IRB shall also consider the cultural sensitivities in the setting where the 
research will take place. When this is applicable, these requirements must be met before the IRB 
approves research involving humans per the requirements of 32 CFR 219.103, 219.107, and 
219.111. 
 
27.3 Strategies for USNA to confirm that the research is compliant with all applicable laws 
and requirements of the foreign country may include, but are not limited to: 
 
a. Consulting with a local Human Research Protection expert (e.g., Ethics Review Board) 
within the country where the research will take place. 
 
b. Consulting with the country’s health ministry, consulate, embassy, or other government 
official with knowledge of the nation’s Human Research Protection requirements (e.g., a local 
Ministry of Health or other point of contact provided via the Office of Human Research 
Protections International Compilation of Human Research Standards). 
 
c. Establishing collaborative relationships with a foreign university or institution. 
 
d. Coordinating with the Navy’s International Program Office, Marine Corps Systems 
Command International Programs, or Judge Advocate General (JAG) Code 10 to establish 
government to government international agreements per DoD Directive 5530.3 or to determine if 
an existing agreement applies. 
 
e. Consulting with reputable and Knowledgeable Non- Governmental Organizations 
(NGOs) or Community-Based Organizations (CBOs). 
 
f. Consulting with researchers independent of the research team who are experienced in 
conducting research involving human subjects in the country where the work will take place. 
 
27.4 The USNA IRB, in their consideration of the cultural sensitivities of the subject 
population, may use information from all individuals and organizations.  The USNA IRB can 
also use written materials and/or discussions with appropriate consultants, who may participate 
in convened IRB meetings but may not vote. 


