
United​ ​States​ ​Naval​ ​Academy​ ​Marathon​ ​Team 
 
Date:​ ​Sunday,​ ​October​ ​8,​ ​2017 
Event:​ ​The​ ​40th​ ​Anniversary​ ​of​ ​the​ ​2017​ ​Bank​ ​of​ ​America​ ​Chicago​ ​Marathon 
Distance:​ ​26.2​ ​miles​ ​/​ ​42.2​ ​kilometers 
Location:​ ​Chicago,​ ​IL 
Weather:​ ​Mostly​ ​clear​ ​skies​ ​with​ ​a​ ​high​ ​of​ ​80°F​ ​and​ ​a​ ​low​ ​of​ ​56°F 
Participants:​ ​26​ ​runners,​ ​1​ ​Officer​ ​Representative​ ​(LCDR​ ​Casey​ ​Rayburg),​ ​1​ ​Coach​ ​(Mr.​ ​Nathan 
Nudelman) 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Summary: 
In​ ​the​ ​later​ ​hours​ ​of​ ​Friday,​ ​6​ ​October​ ​2017,​ ​the​ ​United​ ​States​ ​Naval​ ​Academy​ ​(USNA) 

Marathon​ ​Team​ ​mustered​ ​and​ ​subsequently​ ​departed​ ​the​ ​Academy,​ ​beginning​ ​their​ ​journey​ ​to 
the​ ​heart​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Midwest:​ ​Chicago,​ ​Illinois.​ ​Thanks​ ​to​ ​the​ ​help​ ​of​ ​the​ ​dedicated​ ​employees​ ​of 
NAAA​ ​and​ ​the​ ​compassionate​ ​members​ ​of​ ​the​ ​USNA​ ​Illinois​ ​Parents​ ​Association​ ​(USNAIPA), 
the​ ​USNA​ ​Marathon​ ​Team​ ​arrived​ ​in​ ​Chicago​ ​at​ ​2300​ ​local​ ​time​ ​to​ ​the​ ​boisterous​ ​greetings​ ​of​ ​a 
number​ ​of​ ​Academy​ ​parents.​ ​The​ ​USNAIPA​ ​graciously​ ​donated​ ​the​ ​use​ ​of​ ​a​ ​charter​ ​bus​ ​in​ ​order 
to​ ​take​ ​all​ ​28​ ​members​ ​of​ ​the​ ​team​ ​to​ ​our​ ​Holiday​ ​Inn​ ​hotel​ ​located​ ​right​ ​along​ ​the​ ​split​ ​of​ ​the 
Chicago​ ​River. 

 
The​ ​team​ ​mustering​ ​at​ ​The​ ​Goat​ ​statue​ ​near​ ​Gate​ ​1​ ​before​ ​departing​ ​USNA  

 
The​ ​team​ ​upon​ ​first​ ​getting​ ​to​ ​Chicago​ ​at​ ​Midway​ ​International​ ​Airport.​ ​The​ ​movement​ ​would​ ​have​ ​been​ ​near 

impossible​ ​without​ ​the​ ​aid​ ​of​ ​the​ ​USNA​ ​Illinois​ ​Parents​ ​Association 
 
 



 Following​ ​a​ ​good​ ​night’s​ ​sleep,​ ​the​ ​team​ ​awoke​ ​on​ ​Saturday,​ ​7​ ​October,​ ​and​ ​then​ ​set​ ​out 
on​ ​the​ ​Chicago​ ​Transit​ ​Authority’s​ ​Elevated​ ​Train​ ​(colloquially​ ​known​ ​as​ ​“The​ ​L”)​ ​Green​ ​Line 
in​ ​order​ ​to​ ​reach​ ​the​ ​race​ ​expo.​ ​Arriving​ ​at​ ​0900​ ​in​ ​the​ ​McCormick​ ​Convention​ ​Center​ ​located​ ​in 
the​ ​South​ ​Loop​ ​of​ ​Chicago,​ ​the​ ​team​ ​gathered​ ​the​ ​needed​ ​racing​ ​bibs,​ ​and,​ ​upon​ ​entering​ ​the 
actual​ ​expo,​ ​conversed​ ​with​ ​a​ ​number​ ​of​ ​professional​ ​runners​ ​and​ ​companies.​ ​Following​ ​the​ ​race 
expo,​ ​the​ ​team​ ​enjoyed​ ​a​ ​brief​ ​moment​ ​of​ ​liberty​ ​in​ ​the​ ​city​ ​before​ ​returning​ ​to​ ​the​ ​Holiday​ ​Inn 
for​ ​a​ ​USNAIPA-provided​ ​dinner​ ​later​ ​on​ ​in​ ​the​ ​day.​ ​The​ ​dinner,​ ​held​ ​in​ ​one​ ​of​ ​the​ ​hotel’s 
conference​ ​rooms,​ ​was​ ​catered​ ​by​ ​Lou​ ​Malnati’s,​ ​a​ ​locally​ ​famous​ ​Italian​ ​eatery​ ​known​ ​for​ ​their 
deep​ ​dish​ ​pizza​ ​and​ ​pasta.​ ​Various​ ​parents​ ​of​ ​team​ ​members​ ​came​ ​and​ ​enjoyed​ ​the​ ​food​ ​and 
company,​ ​cherishing​ ​in​ ​the​ ​one-of-a-kind​ ​culture​ ​of​ ​the​ ​USNA​ ​Marathon​ ​Team.​ ​The​ ​dinner​ ​also 
featured​ ​a​ ​number​ ​of​ ​speeches​ ​from​ ​MIDN​ ​1/C​ ​Kurt​ ​Zepeda,​ ​MIDN​ ​1/C​ ​Trevor​ ​Karn,​ ​Coach 
Nudelman,​ ​and​ ​LCDR​ ​Rayburg.​ ​Following​ ​cleanup,​ ​the​ ​team​ ​turned-in​ ​for​ ​the​ ​night,​ ​getting​ ​the 
well-needed​ ​rest​ ​for​ ​the​ ​race. 
 

 
The​ ​team​ ​onboard​ ​“The​ ​L”​ ​Green​ ​Line​ ​train,​ ​heading​ ​towards​ ​the​ ​McCormick​ ​Center 

 
The​ ​sun​ ​had​ ​not​ ​yet​ ​breached​ ​the​ ​horizon​ ​when​ ​the​ ​team​ ​awoke​ ​at​ ​0530​ ​on​ ​the​ ​morning 

of​ ​Sunday,​ ​October​ ​8.​ ​As​ ​the​ ​Chicago​ ​Police​ ​Department​ ​closed​ ​down​ ​a​ ​number​ ​of​ ​roads​ ​along 
the​ ​race​ ​route,​ ​the​ ​team​ ​made​ ​its​ ​way​ ​through​ ​the​ ​center​ ​of​ ​downtown​ ​Chicago,​ ​taking​ ​in​ ​the 
spectacle​ ​of​ ​immense​ ​skyscrapers​ ​and​ ​thousands​ ​of​ ​race​ ​volunteers​ ​scurrying​ ​about​ ​with​ ​jugs​ ​of 
water​ ​and​ ​gatorade.​ ​Thanks​ ​to​ ​Mr.​ ​Carey​ ​Pinkowski,​ ​the​ ​race​ ​director​ ​for​ ​the​ ​Chicago​ ​Marathon, 
the​ ​team​ ​secured​ ​a​ ​spot​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Balbo​ ​Pre/Post-Race​ ​Event​ ​in​ ​Grant​ ​Park,​ ​giving​ ​them​ ​an​ ​alcove​ ​to 
store​ ​personal​ ​belongings​ ​as​ ​well​ ​as​ ​a​ ​brief​ ​chance​ ​to​ ​rest.  



 
All​ ​the​ ​members​ ​of​ ​the​ ​USNA​ ​Marathon​ ​Team​ ​assemble​ ​for​ ​a​ ​pre-race​ ​picture 

 
At​ ​the​ ​call​ ​of​ ​various​ ​announcements,​ ​the​ ​team​ ​processed​ ​to​ ​the​ ​starting​ ​corrals​ ​along 

Chicago’s​ ​bustling​ ​streets.​ ​Among​ ​the​ ​throngs​ ​of​ ​thousands​ ​of​ ​runners,​ ​the​ ​yellow​ ​jerseys​ ​of​ ​the 
USNA​ ​Marathon​ ​Team​ ​stood​ ​prominent​ ​as​ ​the​ ​shot​ ​for​ ​Wave​ ​1​ ​rang​ ​at​ ​0730.​ ​Valiant 
performances​ ​among​ ​the​ ​team​ ​abounded,​ ​including​ ​a​ ​4th​ ​place​ ​in​ ​the​ ​male​ ​16-19​ ​age​ ​group 
finish​ ​by​ ​MIDN​ ​3/C​ ​August​ ​Roberts​ ​with​ ​a​ ​time​ ​of​ ​03:07:46.​ ​MIDN​ ​3/C​ ​Xavier​ ​Haley​ ​also 
finished​ ​5th​ ​in​ ​the​ ​male​ ​16-19​ ​age​ ​group​ ​with​ ​a​ ​similar​ ​time​ ​of​ ​03:12:31.​ ​MIDN​ ​3/C​ ​Niki 
Roxbury​ ​also​ ​placed​ ​5th​ ​in​ ​the​ ​female​ ​16-19​ ​age​ ​group​ ​with​ ​a​ ​time​ ​of​ ​03:32:27.​ ​​ ​MIDN​ ​1/C 
Zepeda,​ ​the​ ​top​ ​male​ ​finisher​ ​on​ ​the​ ​team,​ ​completed​ ​the​ ​26.2​ ​miles​ ​in​ ​02:51:53,​ ​while​ ​MIDN 
2/C​ ​Katherine​ ​Gooding,​ ​the​ ​top​ ​female​ ​finisher​ ​on​ ​the​ ​team,​ ​finished​ ​with​ ​a​ ​time​ ​of​ ​03:26:29. 

 

 
Various​ ​members​ ​of​ ​the​ ​team​ ​minutes​ ​before​ ​the​ ​start​ ​of​ ​the​ ​2017​ ​Bank​ ​of​ ​America​ ​Chicago​ ​Marathon 



After​ ​the​ ​28​ ​members​ ​of​ ​the​ ​team​ ​finished,​ ​USNA​ ​Marathon​ ​mustered​ ​at​ ​the​ ​Balbo 
Pre/Post-Race​ ​Event,​ ​hydrating​ ​and​ ​stretching​ ​as​ ​needed.​ ​The​ ​team​ ​then​ ​proceeded​ ​to​ ​disperse, 
enjoying​ ​liberty​ ​for​ ​the​ ​rest​ ​of​ ​the​ ​day.​ ​Staying​ ​at​ ​the​ ​Balbo​ ​Pre/Post-race​ ​celebration,​ ​LCDR 
Rayburg​ ​and​ ​Coach​ ​Nudelman​ ​met​ ​the​ ​top​ ​male​ ​finisher,​ ​Mr.​ ​Galen​ ​Rupp,​ ​who​ ​completed​ ​the 
2017​ ​Bank​ ​of​ ​America​ ​Chicago​ ​Marathon​ ​with​ ​a​ ​time​ ​of​ ​02:09:20.​ ​On​ ​liberty,​ ​the​ ​other 
members​ ​of​ ​the​ ​team​ ​delighted​ ​in​ ​a​ ​myriad​ ​of​ ​Chicago​ ​spectacles​ ​and​ ​pastimes,​ ​including​ ​seeing 
Cloud​ ​Gate​ ​and​ ​Millennium​ ​Park,​ ​eating​ ​Chicago​ ​style​ ​hotdogs​ ​from​ ​Portillos​ ​and​ ​deep​ ​dish 
pizza​ ​from​ ​Giordano’s,​ ​and​ ​strolling​ ​down​ ​Michigan​ ​Avenue​ ​and​ ​Lake​ ​Shore​ ​Drive.​ ​Coach 
Nudelman​ ​and​ ​MIDN​ ​1/C​ ​Zepeda​ ​also​ ​met​ ​Mr.​ ​Pinkowski,​ ​the​ ​race​ ​director​ ​for​ ​the​ ​Chicago 
Marathon,​ ​following​ ​the​ ​race.​ ​Coach​ ​Nudelman​ ​and​ ​MIDN​ ​1/C​ ​Zepeda​ ​presented​ ​Mr.​ ​Pinkowski 
with​ ​a​ ​USNA​ ​Marathon​ ​Team​ ​poster​ ​as​ ​well​ ​as​ ​a​ ​USNA​ ​Marathon​ ​Team​ ​commemorative​ ​beach 
towel.​ ​The​ ​following​ ​day,​ ​Sunday,​ ​October​ ​9,​ ​the​ ​team​ ​departed​ ​Chicago​ ​on​ ​an​ ​early​ ​flight​ ​back 
to​ ​Baltimore,​ ​effectively​ ​completing​ ​the​ ​movement. 
 

 
Three​ ​MIDN​ ​upon​ ​completing​ ​the​ ​Chicago​ ​Marathon.​ ​From​ ​left​ ​to​ ​right:​ ​MIDN​ ​2/C​ ​Kendal​ ​Good,​ ​MIDN​ ​2/C 

Katherine​ ​‘Kat’​ ​Gooding,​ ​MIDN​ ​2/C​ ​Cara​ ​Robinson 

 
Team​ ​staff​ ​with​ ​the​ ​winner​ ​of​ ​the​ ​2017​ ​Bank​ ​of​ ​Chicago​ ​Marathon.​ ​From​ ​left​ ​to​ ​right:​ ​Coach​ ​Nudelman, 

Mr.​ ​Rupp,​ ​LCDR​ ​Rayburg 



Additional​ ​photos​ ​from​ ​the​ ​event: 
 
 

 
The​ ​team​ ​attending​ ​the​ ​2017​ ​Bank​ ​of​ ​America​ ​Chicago​ ​Marathon​ ​Race​ ​Expo 

 
 

 
A​ ​view​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Holiday​ ​Inn​ ​at​ ​Chicago​ ​Mart​ ​Plaza​ ​North 

 



 
 

 
MIDN​ ​at​ ​the​ ​2017​ ​Bank​ ​of​ ​America​ ​Chicago​ ​Marathon​ ​Race​ ​Expo.​ ​From​ ​left​ ​to​ ​right:​ ​MIDN​ ​1/C​ ​Trevor​ ​Karn, 
MIDN​ ​1/C​ ​Luke​ ​Redito,​ ​MIDN​ ​1/C​ ​Kurt​ ​Zepeda,​ ​MIDN​ ​1/C​ ​Dylan​ ​Jensen,​ ​and​ ​MIDN​ ​3/C​ ​Xavier​ ​Haley.​ ​The 

banner​ ​behind​ ​the​ ​MIDN​ ​denotes​ ​the​ ​winding​ ​course​ ​of​ ​the​ ​marathon 
 

 
MIDN​ ​1/C​ ​Sara​ ​Jenkins​ ​not​ ​breaking​ ​a​ ​sweat​ ​during​ ​the​ ​Chicago​ ​Marathon 

 



 

 
MIDN​ ​3/C​ ​Niki​ ​Roxbury​ ​making​ ​a​ ​pass​ ​in​ ​the​ ​midst​ ​of​ ​downtown​ ​Chicago 

 
 

 
From​ ​left​ ​to​ ​right:​ ​MIDN​ ​1/C​ ​Luke​ ​Redito,​ ​MIDN​ ​1/C​ ​Kurt​ ​Zepeda,​ ​and​ ​MIDN​ ​1/C​ ​Conor​ ​Keating​ ​take​ ​the​ ​race​ ​on 

en​ ​masse 



 
MIDN​ ​3/C​ ​Julia​ ​Mcfarland​ ​riding​ ​on​ ​the​ ​back​ ​of​ ​MIDN​ ​3/C​ ​Anmol​ ​Walha​ ​after​ ​finishing​ ​the​ ​Chicago​ ​Marathon 

 

 
MIDN​ ​at​ ​the​ ​famous​ ​Cloud​ ​Gate​ ​sculpture​ ​(aka​ ​“The​ ​Bean”).​ ​Back​ ​row,​ ​left​ ​to​ ​right:​ ​MIDN​ ​1/C​ ​Sara​ ​Jenkins, 

MIDN​ ​1/C​ ​Caitlyn​ ​Vernon,​ ​MIDN​ ​1/C​ ​Conor​ ​Keating,​ ​MIDN​ ​1/C​ ​Thomas​ ​Henson.​ ​Front​ ​row,​ ​left​ ​to​ ​right:​ ​MIDN 
1/C​ ​Kylee​ ​Daitz,​ ​MIDN​ ​1/C​ ​Trevor​ ​Karn,​ ​MIDN​ ​1/C​ ​Kurt​ ​Zepeda,​ ​MIDN​ ​1/C​ ​Dylan​ ​Jensen 



Results: 
Men’s​ ​Team​ ​Participants 

 

Last​ ​Name First​ ​Name Final​ ​Time Note/Achievement 
Placing​ ​out​ ​of​ ​more 

than​ ​43,000 

Zepeda Kurt 2:51:53* 7​ ​minute​ ​PR 407 

Redito Luke 2:55:53* 21​ ​second​ ​PR 590 

Palladino Christopher 2:56:57* 5​ ​minute​ ​PR 641 

Keating Conor 3:01:56*  1020 

Karn Trevor 3:05:37 2​ ​minute​ ​PR 1285 

Roberts August 3:07:00 
First​ ​marathon,  

4th​ ​place​ ​in​ ​male​ ​16-19 1470 

Haley Xavier 3:12:31 5th​ ​place​ ​in​ ​male​ ​16-19 1849 

Gerrety Raymond 3:28:00  3998 

Peng George 3:29:20 13​ ​minute​ ​PR 4049 

Siprelle Samuel 3:29:38  4174 

Fish Brendan 3:34:33  5012 

Perez Sal 3:34:35  5041 

Jensen Dylan 3:35:19 21​ ​minute​ ​PR 5154 

Henson Thomas 3:50:12  8197 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Women’s​ ​Team​ ​Participants 

  

Last​ ​Name First​ ​Name Final​ ​Time Note/Achievement 
Placing​ ​out​ ​of​ ​more 

than​ ​43,000 

Gooding Katherine 3:26:29* 21​ ​minute​ ​PR 3628 

Lane Grace 3:27:03* 5​ ​minute​ ​PR 3727 

Robinson Cara 3:31:31*  4462 

Roxbury Niki 3:32:27* 
63​ ​minute​ ​PR,  

5th​ ​place​ ​in​ ​female​ ​16-19 4636 

Jenkins Sara 3:33:00*  4842 

Walha Anmol 3:40:09  8028 

Rose Hannah 3:53:00 20​ ​minute​ ​PR 9458 

Good Kendal 4:12:00  13970 

Vernon Caitlyn 4:14:00  14555 

Mcfarland Julia 4:18:33  15596 

Hirokawa Sydney 4:31:00 First​ ​Marathon 18978 

Daitz Kylee 4:36:12  20308 
 

Staff​ ​Participants 
 

Last​ ​Name First​ ​Name Final​ ​Time Note/Achievement 
Placing​ ​out​ ​of​ ​more 

than​ ​43,000 

Nudelman Nate 4:27:59 84th​ ​marathon​ ​run 18101 

Rayburg Casey 3:15:10  2232 
 
*​ ​​Denotes​ ​Boston​ ​Marathon​ ​Qualifying​ ​time 



 
 
Conclusion: 
Overall,​ ​the​ ​USNA​ ​Marathon​ ​Team’s​ ​movement​ ​to​ ​the​ ​2017​ ​Bank​ ​of​ ​America​ ​Chicago 
Marathon​ ​proceeded​ ​without​ ​a​ ​hitch;​ ​the​ ​team​ ​saw​ ​12​ ​new​ ​marathon​ ​PRs,​ ​and​ ​even​ ​had​ ​three 
members​ ​place​ ​in​ ​their​ ​age​ ​group. 
  
After​ ​Action​ ​Report​ ​prepared​ ​by​ ​MIDN​ ​1/C​ ​Kurt​ ​Zepeda 
 


