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the universe. Twenty-five centuries later, Europe is still blessed and
POMERANCE AT MIDSHIPMEN-FACULTY COLLOQuursed with their heritage.”
UM Arthur Koestler, The Sleepwalkers. 1959.

Dr. Carl Pomerance of Lucent Technologies will speak on

\Y

“Babe Ruth, Hank Aaron, Paul Erdos, and Me” tsit

the Mathematics

Department web site at

Thursday, April 25, 2002. The talk will be in Chauver#tp://www.usna.edu/MathDept/website/index.htm

216 at 7:00 pm.

Dr. Pomerance specializes in designing algorithms in
number theory. His work is related to the RSA cryptosys-
tem which is used to securely process credit card transac-
tions over the internet.

Midshipmen-Faculty Colloquia are sponsored by the Math-
ematics Department once each semester, and are talks in-

tended for general audiences, with a mathematical flavor.

Refreshments will be available after the talk.

This issue’s quotation: “Nobody before the Pythagoreans
had thought that mathematical relations held the secret of

AHLERT AND ZANE DESIGNATED TRIDENT SCHOLARS

Mathematics majors Matthew Ahlert and David Zane are
among 17 members of the class of 2003 named as Trident
Scholars by Dean Miller. Midn. Ahlert will work with principal
adviser Prof. John Pierce on”"Wavelet Based Optic Flow for
Application to Sonar Imagery”, while Prof. Wil Traves will act
as principal adviser to Midn. Zane, working on “Optimizing Fi-
nal Exam and Course Scheduling at the U. S. Naval
Academy.” Congratulations are in order!

PLEBE WARNING: DON’T SELL YOUR CALCULUS BOOK!
Both versions of calculus Ill, SM221 and SM223, use the
same text as SM121 and SM122.



http://www.usna.edu/MathDept/website/index.htm

Quick Problem:

How many terms appear when you multiply out
the expression (x-a)(x-b)(x-c)...(x-z)? (Answer be-
low.)

Last issue’s problem: For a one foot cube, what's the
length of the shortest path along the surface of the cube
from one corner to the diagonally opposite corner?

You can confine your travel to two adjacent faces of the
cube. If you remove those two faces and “unfold” them, you
have a 1 foot by 2 foot rectangle. lts diagonal is your
shortest path; its length is the square root of 5 feet.

April is Mathematics Awareness Month. Are
you aware?

Problem answer: The product is zero: look at the third from last
factor. So no terms appear at all.
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