
UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY

FORRESTAL LECTURE SERIES

7:30 p.m.
January 23, 2017

Alumni Hall

General James F. amos, UsmC (ret.)
35th Commandant of the  

U.S. Marine Corps

serGeant maJor Carlton W. Kent, UsmC (ret.)
16th Sergeant Major of the  

U.S. Marine Corps



James F. amos
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General Amos most recently served as the 35th Commandant of the U.S. 
Marine Corps, retiring on December 1, 2014, after 42 years of active 
service.  He currently serves as the Chairman of the Board of Directors 

of Lord Corporation, Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Injured Marine 
Semper Fi Fund/America’s Fund, on the Strategic Advisory Board for Huntington 
Ingalls Shipbuilding Company, and as President of WindSock Consulting LLC.
  Born in the northwest, General Amos graduated from the University of Idaho 
in January 1970 with a degree in Finance.  After commissioning, he attended naval 
pilot training in Pensacola, FL, and was designated a Naval Aviator on November 
23, 1971. 
 General Amos was privileged to command Marine units at every rank from 
Lieutenant Colonel to General.  Early command assignments included a Support 
Squadron, Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 312, attached to Carrier Air Wing 8, 
USS Theodore Roosevelt, and Marine Aircraft Group 31.  As a Major General, he 
commanded the 15,000 Marines of the 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing, deploying with 
them twice to Iraq, between 2003 and 2004.  Receiving his third star, Lieutenant 
General Amos moved to Camp Lejeune, NC, where he commanded the Corps’ 
combat forces on the east coast of the United States.  In 2006 he was reassigned to 
the Marine Corps’ Combat Development Command at Quantico, VA, where he 
was responsible for developing the specific equipment and training and education 
requirements necessary to support the evolving U.S. National Strategy.  
 From 1998-2000, while serving in NATO as the Deputy Commander, Naval 
Striking Forces, Southern Europe, he was assigned as Chief of Staff of the U.S. Joint 
Task Force overseeing air combat operations in Serbia and Kosovo.  General Amos’ 
other senior staff assignments brought him back to the Washington, DC area and 
the Pentagon.  Receiving his fourth star in July 2008, he was appointed as the 31st 
Assistant Commandant of the Marine Corps.  
 Nominated by the President, and confirmed by Congress, General Amos 
assumed the duties as the 35th Commandant of the Marine Corps on October 22, 
2010.  During his tenure he completed the Corps’ combat mission in Afghanistan, 
shepherded the beginning of a total force reduction from 240,000 Marines to 
221,000, while managing the Corps’ $30+ billion dollar annual budget—all during 
a period of marked fiscal austerity.  Despite significant fiscal challenges, the Marine 
Corps continued to respond to multiple crises and international challenges around 
the world.  General Amos established Marine Crisis Response commands in both 
Africa and the Middle East, all while adding an additional 1,000 Marine Security 
Guards to America’s embassies around the world in response to the Benghazi 
tragedy. 
 General Amos shepherded the Corps’ considerable effort to address, head-
on, its challenges in recruiting and maintaining an optimized force for the 21st 
Century.  He partnered with key legislators to bring national recognition to the 
service and sacrifices of the Corps’ WWII African American “Montford Point 
Marines” with the awarding of the Congressional Gold Medal. Lastly, as the Corps 
came out of 13 years of sustained combat, he began an institutional effort to 
“ethically re-ground” his force in line with its high standards of Honor, Courage, 
and Commitment.



Sergeant Major Carlton Kent served 36 years as a U.S. Marine until 
retiring as the 16th Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps in June 
2011.  In this role, he held responsibilities that included principal 

advisor to the Commandant of the Marine Corps.  He also served as 
an advisor to the Secretary of the Navy and Secretary of Defense on all 
Marine Corps matters in addition to testifying to Congress on quality of 
life issues affecting Marines and their families. Sergeant Major Kent served 
at numerous levels as a Sergeant Major.
 Before launching Kent, Campa, and Kate Incorporated, with the 11th 
Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy, Joe Campa, and Marine Corps 
Vietnam Veteran, Bob Turner, Sergeant Major Kent served as Director, 
Veteran Support, and Development Office for CACI International 
Incorporated.

He earned a Bachelor of Science in Education from Southern 
Illinois University Carbondale, a Masters Degree in Education from 
Trident University International, and a Graduate Certificate in Strategic 
Leadership from Trident University International.

Carlton W. Kent

serGeant maJor, United states marine Corps (retired)



FORRESTAL LECTURE SERIES

 The Forrestal Lecture Series was established at the Naval
Academy in May 1970 in honor of the late James V. Forrestal
who, as one of the foremost proponents of seapower of our
era, was instrumental in the development of the modern Navy.
Secretary Forrestal served in the Navy’s flight program
in World War I, leaving service as a lieutenant junior grade.
He reentered government service in 1940 as an administrative
assistant to President Roosevelt. Later that year, he was named
Under Secretary of the Navy.

 Long an advocate of naval supremacy, he was the man
responsible for the remarkable logistical building of the Navy in
the early war years. He became Secretary of the Navy in 1944,
following the death of Frank Knox.

 Secretary Forrestal took unprecedented strides towards
establishing racial equality in the Navy. He also served as  
the chief architect of the vastly complicated merger
of the War and Navy Departments into the National Military
Establishment (later the Department of Defense). He was
named the first Secretary of Defense by President Truman in
1947. The awesome burden of reorganization quickly took its
toll and Secretary Forrestal resigned for health reasons in 1948.
He died one year later.

 The purpose of this series is to enhance the Brigade of 
 Midshipmen’s awareness and appreciation of the social, political,  
and cultural dimensions of the Nation and world. Featured are 
leading representatives from various disciplines—government, the 
arts, humor, literature, education, sports, politics, science, and  
other fields.

  

        This evening’s Forrestal Lecture is generously supported by the 
Class of 1946, Dr. Robert Finnigan ’49 and Mrs. Bette Finnigan, 
and the Tisch and Rubenstein families in honor of Captain 
Richard B. Rubenstein ’58, USNR (Ret.), through charitable 
funds established at the U.S. Naval Academy Foundation.  The 
Brigade of Midshipmen acknowledges this support with deep 
appreciation.


