POLITICAL SCIENCE CAPSTONES FALL 2017 (AY2018)

Each of the six capstones (FP471A through F) is capped at 11 students. Pre-register
early to get your preference – and have an alternate choice ready in case your first
choice capstone is already full.

FP471A – Alliance/Coalition Formation, Operations and Challenges. Is it time to
leave NATO to the European allies? The seminar will discuss international alliances
with a focus on the Transatlantic Alliance NATO and its challenges, eg. Ukraine, Libya,
the Middle East, Afghanistan, and Cybersecurity as well as other US bilateral and
international alliances. Capstone papers may include alliances, partnerships and
coalitions with a wide range of countries -- Japan, ANZUS, the Rio Treaty, Israel and
others. (Prof. Mattox)
FP471B – Grand Strategy. This seminar explores the central question posed by grand
strategists: how can a country marshal all its resources – its geography, its natural
resources, its people, its culture and traditions, its industrial capacities and its military
capabilities – to maximize its power? The seminar will explore both ancient empires, like
Greece and Rome, and modern ones, like Russia and China, as it creates a perspective
on American grand strategy. (Prof. Wrage)
FP471C – The Priorities of the Modern Presidency. Modern American presidents are,
in the words of political scientist Richard Neustadt, expected “to do something about
everything.” As time is perhaps the president’s scarcest resource, a successful
president must effectively prioritize goals. Our focus will be objective empirical analysis
to evaluate the priorities of the people who hold the presidency – what they aim to do,
whether they succeed, and why. (Prof. Doherty)

FP471D – Public Policy Analysis. The focus of this capstone seminar is public policy
defined as “who gets what” in politics and “why” and “what difference it makes.” Topic
areas include: criminal justice, health and welfare, housing, transportation, education,
taxation, immigration, environmental, civil rights and state/local spending. (Prof.
Malone)
FP471E – State Formation: Democracy and Dictatorship. This capstone involves indepth exploration of fundamental questions in comparative politics. Why are some
countries democracies while others are dictatorships? What are the consequences of
these systems of government? Midshipmen will investigate the explanatory variables
that lead to the creation of these regime types, the systems of incentives and
constraints they provide to elites and citizens, and the outcomes achieved by these
regimes. Each project will focus theoretically guided research efforts on a single
country and its government. (CDR Testerman)
FP471F – The Sources of International Conflict. This capstone examines how and
why conflict arises between countries. Each student will develop an independent
research project to evaluate a theoretical explanation of conflict origins. While centered
on international relations, there is ample opportunity for students with interests in other
concentrations to examine the origins of conflict from the perspective of comparative or
American politics. (Lt Col Crothers)

PLANNED SPRING 2018 CAPSTONES
Note that these instructors and titles are subject to change.
FP471A – Ethnic Politics in Comparative Perspective (Prof. Lewis)
FP471B – Strategic Rebalance in the Asia/Pacific (Prof. Deng)
FP471C – Government Instability, Coups, and Impeachment (Prof. Polga-Hecimovich)
FP471D – Inequality and American Democracy (Prof. Davenport)
FP471E – Digital Politics (Wheeler)

Note: Given instructor availability, we have planned a 6/5 split for a majority of 2018 to
take a fall capstone. Only 55 seats will be available for spring capstones.

