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DIRECTOR’S CUT 
by Renee Mehl 

Greetings OSTS supporters. First off, a 
huge Bravo Zulu (congratulations) to 
everyone who donated their time and 
expertise to help us execute our mission for 
summer training 2021!  We are grateful that 
you were able to support, knowing that 
there were other options out there after a 
year plus of Covid restrictions. There were 

big rewards for those who participated. The midshipmen crews 
throughout the summer were amazing to work with. They were 
interested, engaged and happy to be getting some hands-on 
experience in leadership, seamanship, and navigation.     
 
We completed 25 sorties over the course of the summer, to six 
different ports. A sortie, from the French word meaning exit is a 
deployment or dispatch of one military unit, be it an aircraft, ship, 
or troops, from a strongpoint. 
 
We could not have completed our mission without the support of 
our volunteers, midshipman XOs, TAD Ensigns, sailing center 
staff, leadership department instructors and maintenance teams at 
the Cutter Shed and SCRD (aka the boatyard across the 
river).  We dodged tornados and the remnants of tropical storms 
while building teams and situational awareness in our future 
Navy and Marine Corp officers.    
 
Our goal for next summer is to train a new class of OSTS 
volunteers to support getting 30 sorties back out on the 
water.   We've had a good response to date from midshipmen who 
participated in summer blocks, USNA staff and others from the 
sailing and military community. If you know someone who might 
be a good fit for the program, please pass along this newsletter 
and have them get in touch with us.  We've started training on the 
Navy 26s to prep people for the Navy 44s which will start on 
September 27. We're looking for a few good men and women... 
civilians with blue water sailing experience and active duty and 
retired military with leadership and mentoring experience who 
we’ll teach how to sail.    
 
For all our new volunteers, we publish newsletters monthly 
during the academic year and they always have information 
critical to the program. We try not to flood your inbox by putting 
important links to training and updates here.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We had lots of great photos from the summer. There were winners 
from three different categories: Midshipman crew, instructors 
and honorable mentions. And the winners are posted at the end of 
this newsletter. Well done to everyone that submitted photos from 
the summer block sails. They were all terrific. 
 
FLEET CAPTAIN’S NOTE 
by John Formisano 
 

It’s September already and the summer 
blocks are behind us.   In the nearby 
columns you’ll find the detail on the 
successes the program had in 2021.  I can’t 
thank everyone enough for what you’ve 
done to make the summer a success.  I 
realize that you’ve heard before that we 
can’t do the program without you, but it’s 

true and you have made a difference in the program. 
 
I look forward to meeting the new volunteers who have signed on 
to learn about what we do and how we do it, and for our existing 
team of volunteers and staff I can’t wait to hear your sea stories 
from the summer of 21 (and I certainly have a few of my own to 
share). 
 
I hope to see you on the water later this month when we start 
training for the summer of 2022. 
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MAINTENANCE DIRECTOR’S NOTE 
by CAPT David Jackson, USN (ret) 
Greetings! Have you recovered from a Summer of fun on the 
boats?!  My hats off to Block 1 who took the boats offshore for 
the first time in two years. Thanks to your efforts and feedback, 
the boats were in much better shape for Blocks 2 and 3.   
 
As we look to the Fall, I ask you to think about what you’d like 
to see done to the boats this winter to make them better. I am 
already thinking of replacing the manual bilge pumps that are 
tired, simplifying the engine starter wiring, replacing overhead 
light fixtures with LEDs and fingers crossed, improving the 
reliability of the house alternators. What would you like to see 
done to enhance the reliability of the boats? Just send me an 
email. 
 
I look forward to seeing you on the water this Fall and in the 
classroom this winter. 
 
HAILS AND FAREWELLS 
The Navy has a tradition of "Hail and Farewell" to send off 
departing personnel and welcome new staff. We are saying 
farewell this month to two of our staff, although they will still be 
around the waterfront. Thanks to Ms. Ilene Lipsitz who filled in 
as our Interim Assistant OSTS Director this summer and was a 
great help during a very busy season of getting back up to speed 
after a year off. You'll still see Ilene teaching with BST on the 
Navy 26s.  LT Christian Burton is trading jobs with LT 
Brianne Aiken so that they both get professional development in 
different environments while they're here. Christian is taking 
over as the Cutter Shed and IC or Intercollegiate sailing team 
OPSO, and Brianne will be our new OSTS OPSO. We've had a 
great TAD contingent this summer too. ENS Patrick Gallagher 
has already detached, and delayed graduate Tamere Smith has 
been re-assigned.  We will have Ensigns Alejandro Carriazo, 
Michael Hamilton, Paul Johnson, and Kyndal Olander until 
November. We've had a great team this summer and we wish 
everyone all the best in their new assignments.   
 
WELCOME ABOARD! 

LT Brianne Aiken is a native of Longwood, 
Florida. She is a 2015 graduate of the United 
States Naval Academy with a bachelor’s 
degree in Information Technology and a 
bachelor’s degree in Computer Science. 
 
As a nuclear surface warfare officer, she 
served as the Local Area Network Division 
Officer and Training Officer aboard USS 

MICHAEL MURPHY (DDG-112) homeported in Pearl Harbor, 
Hawaii. After completing nuclear training in Charleston, South 
Carolina and Ballston Spa, New York, she was stationed in 
Norfolk, Virginia onboard USS GERALD R. FORD (CVN-78) 
and served as Reactor Electrical Division Officer and Assistant 
Reactor Maintenance Officer. 

For her shore duty, Bri served as a Navigation Instructor, the 
Cutter Shed Division Officer, and Intercollegiate racing team 
Operations Officer before her assignment to OSTS.     
 
Her decorations include the two Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medals, and various service and campaign awards.  
 
COVID-19 VACCINE UPDATES 
All OSTS volunteers are required to be fully vaccinated. All 
active-duty military are also now required to be fully 
vaccinated.  The deadline for military personnel compliance at 
the Academy is early December.    
 
New this year, you will need to provide us with a copy of your 
vaccination card (CDC Form MLS-319813) prior to participating 
in either Navy 26 or Navy 44 training.  Please drop it by the office 
prior to your first session on the water.     
 
Masks are required in all federal buildings so please bring a mask 
with you when you come to the Academy.     
 
TRAINING 
On-the-water training has already started on the Navy 26 
Colgates to get your B-qualification and become proficient in 
sailing, and familiar with Navy Standard Operating Procedures 
(SOPs) and standard commands. Bring in any program 
paperwork prior to your first sail (VSA, Base Access pass 
application and volunteer questionnaire). You’ll be able to take 
Navy 26 lessons through the end of November. BST only posts 
two weeks of lessons at a time, so people don’t forget and miss 
lessons. You’ll need to log in each week to schedule time. 
 
We will transition to the Navy 44s starting September 27th  
through October 29th. New volunteers are responsible for logging 
a minimum of 33 hours and getting signatures in their Personnel 
Qualification Standards (PQS) books for time logged and skills 
mastered.  If you are short a few hours, you can finish Senior 
Crew in the spring and start working on Watch Captain, which is 
an additional 36 hours. Doing the DELMARVA sail will get you 
the hours (37) you need for the D-CS or XO qualification.    
 
For our new folks, you can park in any unmarked spot; however, 
do not park in any marked 1/C (first class midshipmen) or F/S 
(faculty/staff). The Police do issue parking tickets. Gate 1 now 
closes at 1800 on a daily basis but Gate 8 is open 24/7.    
 
Map to the Robert Crown Sailing Center is attached or can be 
accessed from the Navy Sailing website under OSTS at: 
 
https://www.usna.edu/Sailing/_files/documents/2019_OSTS_Do
cuments/USNA_Map_to_Sailing_Center.pdf 
 
NEW VOLUNTEER SIGN-UP 
Please read the “Fall Training Sign-up Guidance” tab and then 
sign up for Navy 44 training on the tab labeled “Sign-Up Sheet”.    
You’ll also need to fill in the “All Volunteer Information” tab so 
your instructors can get in touch with you with any pre-sail 

https://www.usna.edu/Sailing/_files/documents/2019_OSTS_Documents/USNA_Map_to_Sailing_Center.pdf
https://www.usna.edu/Sailing/_files/documents/2019_OSTS_Documents/USNA_Map_to_Sailing_Center.pdf
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instructions.  
 
To prepare for your first Navy 44 sail, recommended reading is 
the Navy 44 SOP, Chapter 8 on standard commands.   
  
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1H_tX5CtPUsRsDc32T
Q1LHSEPlIWOSqfenBq60U3yYqA/edit#gid=1769441638 
 
FALL INSTRUCTOR-TRAINER SIGN-UP 
You can sign up on the instructor tab at the following link and 
you’ll get a separate email with a link in case this one doesn’t 
work. If there is enough instructor interest, we can put together 
all instructor boats. We’ll also be checking the weather to 
schedule some spinnaker training this fall. This will likely be 
shorter notice so we can plan on a day with around 10 knots to 
start out. Instructor assignments will be shortly posted. 
  
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1H_tX5CtPUsRsDc32T
Q1LHSEPlIWOSqfenBq60U3yYqA/edit?usp=sharing 
 
SUMMER DEBRIEFS BY BLOCK 
We will do these via Google Meets. As much as we would like to 
see everyone in person, we have learned that we can still be 
effective and stay safe online.  We're in the process of reviewing 
feedback and lessons learned from: 

• Post Cruise Reports (template is on Blackboard in the 
Skipper/XO Information section if you haven't turned 
yours in yet.) 

• OTC Post Cruise Reports 
• Midshipman Surveys   
• Logbooks 

Skippers and XOs are welcome and encouraged to attend and 
contribute. 
 
We'll send a link to each block, meetings will be from 1700-1800 
each day from Tuesday-Thursday, September 21-23, starting with 
Block 1 on Tuesday. 
  
SUMMER VOLUNTEER WRAP-UP 
We typically have an end of summer potluck dinner for everyone 
who contributed to making the summer happen. We may still 
have this later in the Fall but are considering postponing until the 
Spring. We will also recognize all our hard-working volunteers 
who earned their D-CS and D-OS qualifications in 2021 at this 
event. Stay tuned. 
 
REFRESHER INFORMATION 
If it’s been three months since your last ROR Exam and you plan 
on sailing this fall, please take the ROR Refresher on Blackboard. 
  
Please check your DBIDS card to see if you need to renew your 
Base Access.  This does take some time to process since there is 
lots happening on the Naval Academy Yard again.  Please email 
michael.roxy@yahoo.com or kyndal.olander.22@gmail.com for 
the correct form. They will then email the form back to you. 

FINAL THOUGHTS 
OSTS enjoyed a ride-along from our Superintendent VADM 
Sean Buck and his son this summer during Block 1 training.   
They both enjoyed talking to the midshipmen and learning more 
about the program. As mentioned earlier, we had a great group of 
midshipmen participating this summer and received some kudos 
(Navy slang for a compliment or congratulations) in our travels. 
This note was received from our Block 2 fuel stop in Block 
Island: 
 

“To those who lead this program I want to commend you. 
This past week my wife and I encountered about a dozen 
midshipmen as they were on a stay on Block Island where 
we had sailed to for a vacation. Our brief two encounters 
with these young people showed their sense of comradery 
and sense of humor. Yet what struck us most was their 
politeness and deference to others. These young future 
leaders made us feel proud and hopeful for our country's 
future, especially today. We commend you for providing 
these future leaders with the opportunity to sail the ocean 
and develop into solid leaders and persons. Keep up the 
great work.” 

 
OSTS FACEBOOK PAGE 
OSTS has its own Facebook Page! In addition to this newsletter, 
we will post important information about the program to this 
Facebook page. Please “Like” us so you have the program 
information as it is released. We have 1,009 “likes” to date and 
growing every month. Help us get to “2,000” likes in 2022. Please 
encourage your Midshipmen to send photos and video from their 
spring training sails and summer block sortie. Anyone can post to 
our Facebook page. We are generating a good following of OSTS 
family and friends that are following your sailing experiences. Do 
not be shy and please post! 
 
Please “Like” us at:  
http://www.facebook.com/USNAOffshoreSailTraining. 
 
EMAIL OPT-OUT 
If you are on this email newsletter and would like to be taken off, 
please let us know.  If you have any articles or information you 
would like to share through this newsletter, please email to 
richard.robey@gmail.com. As always, thank you for your 
support of OSTS. 
 
We keep about the past 12 months of OSTS newsletters posted 
on the Navy Sailing website for your reference at:  
https://www.usna.edu/Sailing/osts/Newsletters.php 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1H_tX5CtPUsRsDc32TQ1LHSEPlIWOSqfenBq60U3yYqA/edit#gid=1769441638
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1H_tX5CtPUsRsDc32TQ1LHSEPlIWOSqfenBq60U3yYqA/edit#gid=1769441638
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1H_tX5CtPUsRsDc32TQ1LHSEPlIWOSqfenBq60U3yYqA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1H_tX5CtPUsRsDc32TQ1LHSEPlIWOSqfenBq60U3yYqA/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:michael.roxy@yahoo.com
mailto:kyndal.olander.22@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/USNAOffshoreSailTraining
mailto:richard.robey@gmail.com
https://www.usna.edu/Sailing/osts/Newsletters.php
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THANK YOU! 
 
Ms. Renee Mehl   Mr. John Formisano  
Program Director  Fleet Captain 
mehl@usna.edu  jeformisano@gmail.com 
(410) 293-5610  (410) 991-1008  
   
CAPT David Jackson  LT Brianne Aiken 
Maintenance Director Fleet Operations Officer & 
djackson@usna.edu Training Officer 
(410) 293-5629  aiken@usna.edu  
   (410) 293-5604  
CAPT(ret) Rick Robey 
Comms Officer & Editor 
richard.robey@gmail.com 
(443) 875-2245  
 
 
SUMMER BLOCK PHOTOS 
Block 1 Winners 

 
 
 

 
 

Block 2 Winners 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Photo courtesy of LTC Sak Sakoda, USA(ret) 
 

Photo courtesy of MIDN Merrick Klunder 
 

Photo courtesy of MIDN Chris Boucher 
 

Photo courtesy of MIDN Sonny Manojith  
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Block 3 Winners 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Honorable Mentions 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo courtesy of MIDN Merrick Klunder 
 

Photo courtesy of MIDN Merrick Klunder 
 

Photo courtesy of MIDN Noah Horton 
 

Photo courtesy of MR2 Nich Beatty, USN 
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