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DIRECTCR OF NAVAL ACADEMY SAILING NOTICE 10470

T Distribution
FROM: Director of Naval Academy Sailing
VIA: Vanderstar Chair

Subj: CHAIN OF COMMAND REPORTING IN THE EVENT OF AN EPIRB/PLB
ACTIVATION ON A SAIL TRAINING CRAFT

Encl: (1) NOAA United States 406 MHz Beacon Registration
Database System for USNA EPIRBs and PLBs
(2) NOAA Official 406 MHZ EPIRB Registration Form
Example: Entire Beacon Block Has Same Owner/
Operator and Emergency Contact Information for
All Beacons Registered To Director of USNA Sailing

1. Purpose. To designate chain of command reporting in an
emergency response due to activation of an EPIRB/PLB on a Naval

Academy Sail Training Craft (STC).

2. Background. All offshore Naval Academy STC are equipped

with an Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacon (EPIRB). In
addition some STC crewmembers may carry a Personal Locator
Beacon (PLB). These beacons are registered by the Naval Academy

with NOAA. When activated either manually or hydrostatically,
they transmit a digital signal on 406 MHz which is then picked
up by the Cospas-Sarsat internaticnal satellite system. The
signal contains an identifier number that indicates the vessels
information and emergency contact phone numbers. The location
cf the distressed vessel is determined by a combination of GPS
trilateration and Doppler triangulation. Rescuers, in either
planes or boats, can then home in to the vessel on either the
406MHz or the 121.5MHz signal. The emergency beacon is
registered by the boat owner, so that when it’s activated,
emergency responders have the vessel type, name, and emergency
contact phone numbers.

Additionally, Enclosures (1) and (2) are sample registration
lists for the US Naval Academy Sailing EPIRBs and PLBs, which
are maintained online with the NOAA Satellite and Information
Service. PLBs are assigned to individual Midshipmen by the
Varsity Offshore Sailing Team (VOST) prior to ocean races.
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All Naval Academy EPIRBs and PLBs for STC list the Cuttershed
Watch and Navy Sailing Duty Officer (NSDO) as the primary
emergency contact. The Vanderstar Chair is listed as the
secondary contact and the Director of Naval Academy Sailing
(DNAS) is listed as an owner contact. Phone numbers are
registered for each contact on the beacon registration form and
they will be called if a beacon is activated.

3. Action. The Vanderstar Chair will maintain the online NOAA
Database in accordance with the Naval Academy Sailing Offshore
Fleet. Also, the VOST Operations Officer will assign PLBs to
Midshipmen participating in ocean racing as well as provide a
copy of the PLB to Midshipmen pairing list to DNAS, Vanderstar
Chair, Naval Academy Duty Officer (NADO), NSDO, and the
Cuttershed Watch. Additionally, in the event that any of the
parties listed above receive a phone call that one of the STC
has activated their EPIRB or PLB while underway, they should
immediately contact the following:

Director of Naval Academy Sailing: (410)-293-5601/5602 work
phone or (805)-512-6012 cell phone

Navy Sailing Duty Officer: (443)-871-2330 cell phone

Vanderstar Chair: (410)-293-5606 work phone or
(410)-708-1857 cell phone

OSTS Director: (410)-293-5610 work phone or
(410)-703-9560 cell phone

VOST Director: (410)-293-5608 work phone or
(410)-320-1710 cell phone

The NSDO is available outside regular working hours and on
weekends. If an emergency call is received outside working
hours, the Duty Officer must be contacted.

SPANHEIMER

Distribution:

Director of Professional Development
Director of Naval Academy Sailing

Deputy Director of Naval Academy Sailing
Vanderstar Chair

Director, OSTS
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Director, VOST
Cutter Shed Personnel
Navy Sailing Duty Officer roster
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