
PERCUSSION VACANCY 

The United States Naval Academy Band announces an immediate vacancy for Percussion with 
emphasis on classical band music and traditional rudimental drumming (traditional grip 
required), to perform with the concert and chamber ensembles, as well as our ceremonial and 
marching units.

To be considered for this audition, applicants must submit pre-screen audio recordings and a one-page 
resume to auditions@usna.edu by May 25, 2026 at 11:59 p.m. EST. The live audition will be held on 
July 28, 2026. The audition committee reserves the right to dismiss any candidate not meeting the 
highest professional standards.  Recorded round results will be released by May 29, 2026. 

In addition to the live audition repertoire list below, candidates advanced from the pre-screen round 
will be sent “quick-prep” audition material to prepare approximately two weeks prior to the audition.

All travel arrangements and expenses are the responsibility of the candidate.  Active-duty musicians 
from all branches of the U.S. military must also send a letter of endorsement from their commanding 
officer.  

Starting salary for a new member of the U.S. Naval Academy Band is $77,748- 85,272.  Other 
benefits include 30 days paid leave annually, full medical coverage for members and their dependents, 
education tuition assistance, the GI Bill, and student loan repayment up to $65,000. 

Upon successful completion of recruit training, those selected for positions in the U.S. Naval 
Academy Band will enter at the pay grade of E-6 (Musician First Class) and will be contractually 
obligated for permanent assignment to the U.S. Naval Academy Band, Annapolis, MD.  All applicants 
must be age 17 to 41 and otherwise qualified for service in the U.S. Navy.  Please note that the Navy 
has strict requirements with regard to medical readiness and physical appearance.  For more 
information, please contact auditions@usna.edu, or visit us on the web at https://usna.edu/USNABand.
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Application Instructions 
REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL APPLICANTS

All applicants must submit a pre-screen recording and a one-page resume to 
auditions@usna.edu by May 25, 2026 at 11:59 p.m. EST.

REQUIREMENTS FOR CURRENT MILITARY MEMBERS

1. U.S. Navy personnel:  In addition to submitting the online application, Sailors must route
a Special Program Screening form (NAVPERS 1306/92) through their chain of command.
Sailors must complete sections A, D1, and D2 of the form and receive command
endorsement.  The member’s chain of command will forward the request to Director, Fleet
Band Activities via the MU Enlisted Detailer.  Requests from non-MU Sailors will be
forwarded to the appropriate rating detailer and the Naval Academy Band Auditions
Supervisor.

2. All other active-duty military:  In addition to submitting the online application, service
members must submit a letter of endorsement from your officer in charge to
auditions@usna.edu.

PRE-SCREEN AUDIO RECORDING REQUIREMENTS

- Pratt – Liberty Tree Inn (no repeats)
- USNAB 2/4 Cadence (#1, 2, &3)

2. Concert Snare Drum
- Delecluse – Etude 10 from Douze Etudes
- Chester from New England Triptych (Schuman)

3. Xylophone

- Colas Breugnon (Kabalevsky)
- Polka from The Golden Age (Shostakovich), reh 45 - 47, 55 - end

4. Glockenspiel
- Magic Flute (Mozart)

5. Tambourine
- Carnival Overture (Dvorak)

Audio recordings must contain performances of the following selections.  No audio editing 
is permitted.  Submit recordings as MP3 files.  Each excerpt should be a separate file.  
**DO NOT STATE YOUR NAME IN RECORDINGS.**  All recordings will be 
anonymized before consideration.

CANDIDATES MUST SUBMIT THE FOLLOWING SELECTIONS FOR THE AUDIO 
RECORDING SUBMISSION BY MAY 25 AT 11:59 P.M. EST. 

1. Rudimental Snare Drum (traditional grip required)

beery
Cross-Out

beery
Cross-Out
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Live Audition Repertoire
Xylophone 
- Battle of Shiloh March (Barnhouse), one measure before letter D - measure 59 (take second

ending)
- Shepherd’s Hey (Grainger)
Glockenspiel
- Nobles of the Mystic Shrine (Sousa)
- The Patriot (Williams), excerpt 1

Concert Snare Drum
- Etude III (Tompkins) from Nine French-American Rudimental Solos Vol. 1 (traditional grip

required)
- American Salute (Gould), Beginning - letter C, letter P - end
- On Freedom’s Ground (Schuman)
Rope Tension Snare Drum (traditional grip required)
- Liberty Tree Inn (Pratt) (no repeats)
- USNAB 2/4 Cadence (#1-6) & 6/8 Cadence (#1-3).  Must be memorized.

Marimba (Bach, four mallets required)  Select one of the following three options:
- G minor Violin Sonata Fuga, Beginning - measure 24
- B minor Violin Partita Bouree (no repeats)
- E minor Lute Suite Gigue (no repeats)

Tambourine 
- Carmen (Bizet) Aragonaise

Cymbals
- Scherzo Capriccioso (Dvorak)

Bass Drum w/attached cymbal
- Washington Post (Sousa) 
Link:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xiWIcNRZ_ps

Percussion Ensemble 
- The Stars and Stripes Forever (Player 1 - marimba & xylophone) letter D - end

Drumset 
- Two jazz standards (swing and bossa nova):  Billie’s Bounce and Recorda-Me (no music provided, see 
links for recordings)

**Sight-reading may be asked on any instrument.
**Additional “quick-prep” audition material will be sent to advanced candidates to prepare approximately 
two weeks prior to the audition.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xiWIcNRZ_ps
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xwRbcb4ADjY
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