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IT360: Applied Database Systems  

PHP  

Arrays, Files, Functions 

Today’s Outline 

 Arrays 

 Files 

 Functions 
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Arrays - Part 1 

 Numerically indexed array 

 

 

 Associative array 

 

 

Arrays – Part 2 

 Sorting 

 

 

 

 Assignment 
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Looping Through an Array 

 

Class Exercise  

 Create an array containing the following values:  
(1900, 2000, 2004, 2005 ).   

 Use the array in a “foreach” loop to test if the 
value divisible by 4.   

 If it is divisible by 4 print “XXXX is divisible by 4”  

 Else print “XXXX is not divisible by 4” 
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Class Exercise – Display 

Attendance Sheet 
 Create class student with static method 

string printAttendanceSheet(array 

$students) 

 Input: associative array of students; key – 

alpha, value – student name 

 Output: HTML string to display list of alpha, 

student name, checkbox – to be checked if 

present  

 Create script to display the attendance sheet in 

a form (action = “registerAttendance.php”) 

Files: fopen() modes 

r Read only. Starts at beginning of file 

r+ Read/Write. Starts at beginning of file 

w Write only. Opens and clears contents of file; or creates new file if it 

doesn't exist 

w+ Read/Write. Opens and clears contents of file; or creates new file if it 

doesn't exist 

a Write only. Opens and writes to end of file or creates new file if it 

doesn't exist 

a+ Read/Write. Preserves file content by writing to end of file 

x Write only. Creates new file. Returns FALSE and error if file already 

exists 

x+ Read/Write. Creates new file. Returns FALSE and error if file already 

exists 
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More Files: Read Line from File 

 string = fgets(filePointer, [maxLength]) 

 

 string = fgetss(filePointer, [maxLength]  

  [, allowableTags]) 

 

 array = fgetcsv(filePointer, [maxLength] [, 

string delimiter]) 

 

Useful File Functions 

 bool file_exists(fileName) 

 int filesize(fileName) 

 bool unlink(fileName)   
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File Locking 

Class Exercise 

 Create PHP script to: 

 Open/create a file, without overwriting it 

 Write the numbers 1 to 20 to file, separated 

by space 

 Close the file 
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Class Exercise – Process 

Attendance Sheet 
 Add saveAttendance method to student 

class to process the input attendace; save 

to file the alpha and present/absent 

 Write registerAttendance.php script to 

process the input 

 

Variables Scope 

 Local 

 

 

 Global 

 

 

 Super-global 
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Summary 

 Arrays 
 Numerically indexed 

 Associative 

 Sort 

 Files 
 Functions to work with files 

 File locking 

 Functions 
 Variable scope 


