
FE411 - Project on Country-Level Analysis 

 

This week we will work on analyzing the development prospects of a specific country of your choosing. 
You will work in groups of two. After establishing who your partner will be in class, you will pick a country 
from a pre-established list. Only one country per group. You will spend this week analyzing this country 
using the data available on the class website, as well as any other sources you deem necessary. The CIA 
World Factbook is a good one: 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html 

 

Each day you will analyze one of three features of the economy of your country – human capital, 
technology, and “deep” factors. Notice that on the class website, Data Definitions and Excel – A Brief 
Introduction are also available. These can help you manage the data as you search for relevant variables, 
and help you execute tasks if your Excel skills are rusty. 

 

What you do not complete in class each day, you should complete by the next class day. You do not hand 
in each assignment to me that day. Instead you will save your work and construct a full report on your 
country, using each part and combining them, and hand it in to me next week. 

 

Day 1 (February 21st, 2018) – Human Capital 

1) Describe the variation in education levels and health that you see across ALL countries.  What 
is the minimum life expectancy in 2009?  The maximum?  The average?  What is the minimum 
level for the average years of education of the labor force in 2010?  The maximum?  The 
average?   
 
When you graduate from college, what percent of the labor force in YOUR ASSIGNED country 
will have as much education as you (provided the data is available)?   
 
 
2) Relative to the world, how does your country compare when it comes to human capital? Use 
measures of health and education in your answer. 
 
 
3) If your country has a high-level of human capital (compared to world averages), do you 
believe this has contributed to its economic development? Why or why not? If your country has 
a low-level of human capital (compared to world averages), do you believe this has hurt its 
economic development? Why or why not? Be sure to use some discussion from Chapter 6, and 
some discussion about the direction of causality, in your answer. 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html


List of Countries 

Argentina 

Armenia 

Bangladesh 

Brazil 

Burkina Faso 

Chile 

China 

Columbia 

Croatia 

Czech Republic 

Dominican Republic 

Egypt 

El Salvador 

Ethiopia 

Ghana 

Greece 

Guatemala 

India 

Indonesia 

Iran  

Iraq 

Jamaica 

Republic of Korea 

Malaysia 



Mali 

Mexico 

Morocco 

Nigeria 

Pakistan 

Philippines 

Russia 

Rwanda 

Saudi Arabia 

Singapore 

South Africa 

Tanzania 

Thailand 

Turkey 

Uganda 

Ukraine 

Venezuela 

Vietnam 

Zambia 

Zimbabwe 

 


