
FE411 - Project on Country-Level Analysis – Day 2 

 

This week we will work on analyzing the development prospects of a specific country of your choosing. 
You will work in groups of two. After establishing who your partner will be in class, you will pick a country 
from a pre-established list. Only one country per group. You will spend this week analyzing this country 
using the data available on the class website, as well as any other sources you deem necessary. The CIA 
World Factbook is a good one: 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html 

 

Each day you will analyze one of three features of the economy of your country – human capital, 
technology, and “deep” factors. Notice that on the class website, Data Definitions and Excel – A Brief 
Introduction are also available. These can help you manage the data as you search for relevant variables, 
and help you execute tasks if your Excel skills are rusty. 

 

What you do not complete in class each day, you should complete by the next class day. You do not hand 
in each assignment to me that day. Instead you will save your work and construct a full report on your 
country, using each part and combining them, and hand it in to me next week. 

 

Day 2 (February 23, 2018) – Adoption of Advanced Technologies 

1) Sort your data by the number of computers per 1,000 people and calculate the average for 
this series for ALL countries.  Describe the characteristics of countries that have higher than 
average computer use.  What is their level of education?  Savings rates?  Population growth 
rates?  Income levels?  Productivity growth rates? 

 

2) Do you think computer use would be greater in countries with more educated workers?  
Explain your reasoning and look for evidence of your prediction with a scatter plot showing the 
relationship between levels of education and computer use across all countries.  Does this 
provide evidence that computers are a skill-biased technology? 

 

3) What does the model of technology adoption (from Chapter 8) predict for the relationship 
between the size of the labor force and the use of advanced technology?  Look for evidence for 
this prediction by plotting the size of the labor force vs. internet users for all countries.  Do these 
graphs support this theory?  Explain. 

 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html


 4) Finally, discuss YOUR country. Do you believe it is a high-tech economy relative to the world, 
 based on available measures (internet and cell phone usage, computers, etc.)? Do you believe 
 the size of the population, or its level of education, affected these measures? Do you have any 
 policy recommendations based on these relationships? 

 


